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COWLKYS KSSAYS 




Had Cowley written nothing but his prose, it would 
have stamped him a man of genius, and an improver 
of our language. ^ 

CampcWa Euay on English Poetry, 

No author ever kept his verse and his prose at a 
greater distance from each other. His thoughts 
are natural, and his style has a smooth and placid 
equability, which has never yet obtained its due 
commendation. Nothing is far-sought, or hard- 
laboured ; but all is easy without feebleness, and 
familiar without grossness. 

Vr, Samuel Johnaon. 



SEVERAL DISCOURSE! 

BY WAY OP ESSAYSy 

IN PROSE AND VERSE. 

In theie discourses (as in every thing, indeed, w 
Cowley wrote in prose) we have a great deal of gc 
embellished by a livdy, but very natural ex 
The sentiments flow from the heart, and genen 
▼ein of pure and proper English. — ^What a force 
have put on himself, when he complied with the i 
of his age, in his poetical, which he too modestly 
his best works !— But the pieces (rfpoetry,insertec 
Essays, whether originals or translations, are, witl 
seeming negligence of style and numbers, extre 
gant. The prevailing character of them is tht 
author, a sensible reflecting melancholy. On occas 
ever, this character gives way to anotiier, not s< 
to him, yet sustained with equal grace, that < 
forced gaiety ; which breaks out, every where, 
delicate sallies of wit and humour, but is mof 
cuous in his imitations of Horace. — Hurd* ' 



I. OF LIBER'n'. 



The liberty of a people consists in being g 
by laws which they have made theiliselTei 
whatsoercr form it be of government : the 
of a private man, in being mallet ol Xi'A ^ 
and actions, aa far as may co\is\sXv«\>Xv^ 
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God and of his country. Of this latter only we are 
here to discourse, and to inquire what estate of life 
does best seat us in the possession of it. This li- 
berty of our own actions is such a fundamental pri- 
vilege of human nature, that God himself, notwith- 
standing all his infinite power and right over us, 
permits us to enjoy it, and that too after a forfeiture 
made by the rebellion of Adam. He takes so much 
care for the entire preservation of it to us, that he 
suffers neither his providence nor eternal decree to 
break or infringe it. Now for our time, the same 
God~to whom we are but tenants-at-will for the 
whole, requires but the seventh part to be paid to 
him as a small quit-rent in acknowledgment of his 
title. It is man only that has the impudence to de- 
mand our whole time, though he never gave it, nor 
can restore it, nor is able to pay any considerable 
value for the least part of it. This birth-right of 
mankind above all other creatures, some are forced 
by hunger to sell, like Esau, for bread and broth : 
but the greatest pai't of men make such a bargain 
for the delivery-up of themselves, as Thamar did 
with Judah ; instead of a kid, the necessary pro- 
visions for human life, they are contented to do it 
for rings and bracelets. The great dealers in this 
world may be divided into the ambitious, the covet- 
ous, and the voluptuous ; and that all these -men 
sell themselves to be slaves, though to the vulgar it 
may seem a Stoical paradox, will appear to the 
wise so pleun and obvious, that they will scarce 
think it deserves the labour of argumentation. 

liet us first consider the ambitious ; and those, 
both In their progress 'to greatness, and after the 
attaining of it. There is Dotbiog truer than what 
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Sallast* says, ** Dominationis in alios servititim 
saum mercedem dant :'* they are content to pay so 
great a price as thdr own senritadCy to purchase 
the domination over others. The first thing they 
most resolve to sacrifice, is their whole time ; they 
mnst never stop, nor ever turn aside whilst they are 
in the race of glory ; no, not like Atalanta, for golden 
apples. Neither indeed can a man stop himself if 
he would, when he is in this career : 

Fertur equis aurigSf neque audit caxnu hahwiM. t 

Pray, let us but consider a little what mean ser- 
vile things men do for this imaginary food. We 
cannot fetch a greater example of tt^ than from the 
chief men of that nation which boasted most of 
liberty. To what pitiful baseness did the noblest 
Romans submit themselves, for the obtsdning of a 
prsetorship, or the consular dignity ! They put on 
the habit of suppliants, and ran about on foot, and 
in dirt, through all the tribes, to beg voices ; they 
flattered the poorest artisans ; and carried a nomen- 
clator with them, to whisper in their ear every 
man's name, lest they should mistake it in their 
salutations ; they shook the hand, and kissed the 
cheek, of every popular tradesman ; they stood all 
day at every market in the public places, to show 
and ingratiate themselves to the rout; they em- 
ployed all their fHends to solicit for them, they 
kept open tables in every street, tliey distributed 
wine and bread and money, even to the vilest of the 
people.' ** En Romanos rerum dominos V*% Behold 

, • Fragm. ed. Maittaire, p. 116. f Vlrg. Georg. I. 514. ] 

X Virg. JBn. i. £88. 
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the masters of the world begging from door to door. 
This particular humble way of greatness is uow out 
of fiwhion ; but yet every ambitious person is still 
Id some sort a Roman candidate. He must feast 
and bribe, and attend and flatter, and adore many 
beasts, though not the beast with many heads. 
Catiline, who was so proud that he could not con- 
tent himself with a less power than Sylla's, was 
yet so humble for the attaining of it, as to make 
himself the most contemptible of all servants, to be 
a puUic bawd, to provide whores and something 
worse, for all the young gentlemen of Rome, whose 
hot lusts, and courages, and heads, he thought he 
might mske use of. And, since I happen here to 
propose Catiline for my instance (though there be 
thousand of examples for the same thing) ; give me 
leave to transcribe the character which Cicero* 
gives of this noble slave, because it is a general 
description of all ambitious men, and which Ma- 
chiavel perhaps would say ought to be the rule of 
their life and actions. 

''This man (says he, as most of you may well re- 
member) had many art^cial touches and strokes, that 
looked like the beauty of great virtues ; his intimate 
conversation was with the worst of men, and yet he 
-seemed to be an admirer and lover of the best ; he 
was furnished with all the nets of lust and luxury, 
and yet wanted not the arms of labour and industry : 
neither do I believe that there was ever any mon- 
ster of nature, composed out of so many different 
and disagreeing parts. Who more accept£d)le, some- 
times, to the most honourable persons ; who more 

« Omt, pro II. Calio. 
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foniite to the most infamous ? who^ sometimes, 
mted a braver champion ? who, at other times, 
ilder enemy to his country ? who more ditso- 
in his pleasures i whomore patient in his toils ? 
» Biore rapaeioiis in robbing? who more profuse 
lIHaf ? Above all things, this was remark- 
! tad admirable in him, the arts he had to ac- 
e the good opibion and kindness of all sorts of 
u to retain it ^th great complaisance, to com- 
dcaute all thii;ig8 to them, to watch and serve all 
occasions of their fortune, both with his money, 
his interest, and his industry; and, if need 
^ not by sticking at any wickedness whatsoever 
might be useful to them, to bend and turn 
It his own nature and laveer with every wind ; 
ft severely with the melancholy, merrily with 
pleasant, gravely with the aged, virantonly with 
jfoung,- desperately with the bold, and debauch- 
with the luxurious : ^th this variety and mul- 
ditf of his nature— «as he had made a collection 
riendships vrith all the most wicked and rest- 
of all nations ; so, by the artificial simulation 
Mne rirtnes, he made a shift to ensnare some 
•St and eminent persons into his familiarity. 
her could so vast a design as the destruction of 
empire have been undertaken by him, if the 
laoity of so many vices had not been covered 
dliguised by the appearances of some excellent 
Itics." 

lee, methinks, the character of an Anti-Paul, 
ID became all things to all men," that he might 
roy all ; who only wanted the assistance of /or- 
, to have been as great as his friend C«aax ''^i^s^ 
le after him. And t^e vra^ oi C«»dx Va ^xfi^« 

b2 
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pass the same ends (I mean till the civil war 
was but another mamiet cyf setting his con 
fire) were hot unlike these, though he use^ 
ward his unjust dominion witli more mod 
than I think the other Would have done, 
thierefore, who was well acquainted with thei 
and with many suc^ like gentleMen of hi 
says,* ** That it is the nature of ambition t 
men liars and cheaters, to hide the truth : 
breasts, and show, like jugglers, another t 
their mouths, to cut all fHendships and enn 
Hie measure of their own interest, and u 
a good countenance without the help dP 
will." And can there be freedom with th 
petual cof^straint t what is it but a kind o 
that forces men to say what they have no m: 
I have Ivondered at the extravagant and 
rous strMagem of Zo|i$ms, and more at the 
which I find of so deformed an action ; who, 
he was one of the seven grandees of F^^rsia, i 
son of Megabises, who had freed before his < 
from an'i^oble'B^rvitudefslithisown nose-a 
cut off his own ea!rs, scourged and woun< 
whole body, that he might, under pretence of 
been mangled so inhumanly by Darius, be r 
into Babylon (then besieged hy the Persian 
get into the command of it by lAie recommei 
of so cruel a sufferance, and their hopes of 
deavonring to revenge it. It is great pity th< 
lonians suspected ncrt his falsehood, that the] 
have cut off his -hands too, andwlripped hii 
again. Butthe design succeeded^ he betrayed t 



*DeBelI. Catn.'Cx. 
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aod was made gOTeroor of it. What bnitish master 
e?er punished hit offending slave with so little 
mercy, as axubition did this Zopirus? and yet how 
many are there, in all nations, who Imitate him in 
some degree foi* a less reward; who, though they 
"endure not ^(x much corporal ptun for a small pre- 
ferment or some honour (as they call it), yet stick 
not to commit actions, by which they are more 
shamefully and more lastingly stigmatised I But 
yon may say, though these be the most ordinary 
and open ways to greatness, yet there are narrow, 
thorny, and little trodden paths too, through which 
some men find a passage by virtnous industry. I 
grant, sometimes they may ; but then, that industry 
must^be such as cannot consist with liberty, though 
it may with honesty. 

Thou art careful, frugal, painful ; we commend 
a servant so, but not a friend. 

Well then, we must acknowledge the toil and 
drudgery which we are forced to endure in this as- 
cent I but we are epicures and lords when once we 
are gotten up into the high places. This is but a 
«hort Apprenticeship, after which we are made free 
of a royal company. If we fall in love with any 
beauteous woman, we must be content that they 
should be our mistresses whilst we woo them ; as 
soon as we are wedded and enjoy, it is we shall be 
the masters. 

I am wilting to stick to this similitude in the case 
of greatness : we enter into the bonds of it, like 
those of matrimony ; we are bewitched with the 
outward and painted beauty, and take it for better 
or worse, berore we know its true nature and in- 
terior inconveniences. A great fortune (says Se- 
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iieca) is a great senitude ; but many are of that 
opinion which Brutus imputes (I hope, untruly*) 
e?en to that patron of liberty, his Mend Cicero : 
*' We fear (says he to Atticus) death, and banish- 
ment, and poverty, a great deal too much. Cicero, 
I am afrsdd, thinks these to be the worst of evils ; 
and if he have but some persons, from whom he 
can obtain what he has a mind to, and others who 
will flatter and worship him, seems to be well 
enough contented with an honourable servitude, ii 
any thing indeed ought to be called honourable in 
so base and contumelious a condition." lliis was 
'spoken as became the bravest man who was ever 
bom in the bravest commonwealth. But with us 
generally, no condition passes for servitude that is 
accompanied with great j-iches, with honours, and 
!? with the service of many inferiors. This is but a de- 

}. ception of the sight thit)ugh a false medium ; for i/ 

I, a groom serve a gentleman in his chamber, that 



* — I hope* untruly] This inrenthesis does honour to 
the writer's sense, as well as candour. Could Cicero think 
death, and banishment, and poverty, the worst of evils— he, 
I L! who endured all three, in their turns, for the servkie of his 

country? If Brutus brought this charge against Cicero, 
Brutus forgot himself. What Cicero thought on the sub- 
ject we know Arom himself, who, in a letter to Atticus, says, 
P " Sibi habeat [Caesar] suam fortunam. Unam mehercule 

I tecum ^ricationem in illo Lueretino tuo sole malim, quam 

omnia istxusmodi r^^a; vel potius mori xnellies, quam 
semel istiusmodi quidquam cogitare. — ^And again^ Hoc ip- 
sum veUe mlserius, esse duco, quam in crucem tolli. . Unf 
res est e& miserior, adipisci quod ita volueri8.^i_Ep. ad Att. '. 
vii. 11. Was not this, too, spoken as became the bravef 
man who was ever bom in the bravest commonwealth ?- 
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gentleman a lord, and that lord a prince ; the 
groom, the gentleman, and the lord, are as much 
servants one as the other ; the circumstantial differ- 
ence of the one's getting only his bread and wages, 
the second a plentiful, and the third a superfluous 
estate, is no more intrinsical to this matter, than 
the difference between a pl^n, a rich, and gaudy 
livery. I do not say, that he who sells his whole 
time and, his own will for one hundred thousand, 
is not a wiser merchant than he who does it for 
one hundred pounds ; but I will swear they are 
both merchants, and that he is happier than both, 
who can live contentedly without selling that estate 
to which he was bom. But this dependence upon 
superiors is but one chain of the lovers of power : 

Amatorem trecentse 
Pirithoum cohibent catenae.* 

Let us begin with him by break of day : for by 
that time he is besieged by two or three hundred 
suitors; and the hall and antichambers (all the 
out-works) possessed by the enemy: as soon as 
his chamber opens, they are ready to break into 
that, or to corrupt the guards, for entrance. This 
is so essential a part of greatness, that whosoever 
is without it, looks like a fallen favourite, like a 
person disgraced, and condemned to do what he 
pleases all the morning. T}iere are some who, ra- 
ther than want this, are contented to hav^ their 
rooms filled up every day with murmuring and cur- 
sing creditors, and to charge bi*avely through a body 
of them to get to their %oach. Now I would fain 

•Hor, 3, Od. W.19* 
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kuovv which is the worst duty, that of any cue par 
ticular person who waits to speak with the grea 
man, or the great tuan's^ who wsuts every day t 
speak with all company. 

Aliena negotia centum 
Per caput, et circa saliunt latus— * 

A hundred businesses of other men (many unjust 
and most impertinent) fly continually ahout hi 
head and ears, and strike him in the fkce lik 
Dorres. Let us contemplate him a little at anothe 
special scene of glory, and that is, his table. Her 
he seems to be the lord of all nature : the eart 
affords him her best metals for his dishes, her bes 
vegetables and a^nimals for his food; the ^r an 
sea supply him with their choicest birds and fishes 
and a great many men, who look like masters, a1 
tend upon him ; and yet, when all this is donf 
even all this is but table d'hote; it is crowded wit 
people for whom he cares not, with many parasite 
and some spies, with the most burdensome soi 
of guests, the endeavourers to be witty.f 

But every body pays him great respect ; an 
every body commends his meat, that is, his money 
everybody admires the exquisite dressing and ordei 
ing of it, that is, his clerk /)f the kitchen, or hi 
cook ; every body loves his hospitality, that is, hi 
vanity. But I desire to kpow why the honest inr 
keeper, who provides a public table for his profi 

• Hor. 2. Sat vi. Si. • 

t — the endeavourers to be witty] Justly observed, ai 
well expressed; for true wit comes of itself, without at 
endeavour*— 'Ifurd. 
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should be but of a mean professioo ; and he, wbo 
does it Ibr his honour, a munifioeiit priDce. . Yen. 
wUl say, because 'one sells, and the other gives : 
aay, both sell, though lor different things ; the on^ 
for plain money, the other for I know not what 
jew^, whose vf^e is in cnstom and in fimcy. If 
then his table be made a snare (as the Scripture • 
speaks) to his libeity, w^cre can he hope for free- 
^m? There Is always, and every where, some 
resoraist upon him. He is guarded with crowds, 
aad shackled with formalities. The half hat, the 
whole hat, the half smile, the whole smile, the 
nod) the embrace, the positive parting with a little 
bow, the comparative at the middle of the room, 
the superlative at the door ; and, if the person be 
jMm' M^pisr sebastus, there is a hyper-superlative 
ceremony then of conducdng him to the bottom of 
the l»tairs, or to the very gate : as if there were 
such mleh set to liiese Leviathans, as are to the sea, 
<< Hitherto shalt thou go, and no further."t 

Perditnr hiBc mtser miMro hix4 

Thus wretchedly the precious day is lest. 

How many impertinent letters and ^its must he 
receive, and sometimes answer both too as imperti- ' 
uently I He never sets his foot beyond his thresh- 
old, unless, Uke a funeral, he have a train to follow 
him 5 as if, like the dead corpse, he could not stir, 
till 4he bearers were all ready. " My life," says 
Horace, speaking to one of these magnificos) is a 



• Ps. Ixix. SS. t Job ux.\iu« U. 

^ Jiofe.2S«Uv\.^ 
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great deal more easy and commodious thaa thine, 
iu that I can go into the market, and cheapen what 
I please, without being wondered at ; and take my 
,horse and ride as far as Tarentum, without being 
missed." It is an unpleasant constraint to be al- 
ways under the^ight-and observation and censare 
of others ; as there may be vanity in it, so methinkfl 
there should be vexation, too, of si»rit: and I 
wonder how princes can endure to have two or 
three hundred men stand gazing upon them whilft. 
they are at dinner, and taking notice of every bil 
they eat. Nothing seems greater and more lordfy 
than the multitude of domestic servants ; bat even 
this too, if weighed seriously, is a piece of servi- 
tude ; unless you will be a servant to . them (as 
many men are,) the trouble and care of yours in the 
government of them all is much more than that of 
every one of them in their observance of you. I 
take the profession of a schoolmaster to be one of 
the most useful, and which ought to be of the most 
honourable in a commonwealth; yet certainly all 
his fasces and tyrannical authority over so many 
boys takes away his own liberty mot'e than theirs. 

I do but slightly touch upon all these particulars 
of the slavery of greatness : I shake but a few of 
their outward chauis; their anger, hatred^ jea- 
lousy, fear, envy, grief, and all the et csetera of 
their passions, which are the secret, but constant 
tyrants and torturers of their life, I omit here, be- 
caiuse', though they be symptoms most frequent 
and violent in this disease, yet they are common 
too in some degree to the epidemical disease of life 
itself. 

But the ambitious man, though he be so many 
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ways a slave (o toties termul) yet he bears it 
bravely and h^kally; be struts and looks big 
upon the stage; be thinks himself a real prince in 
his masking-kai^ty and deceives too all the foolish 
part of his spectators : he is a slave in Satumalibus* 
The covetous man is a downright servant, a draught- 
horse witlioni beUs or feathers; ad metatla damna^ 
iv9, a man condemned to work in mines, which is 
tlie lowest and hardest condition of servitude; and, 
to increase his misery, a worker there for he knows 
not whom : " He beapeth up riches, and knows 
not who shall eiqoy them ;" * it is only sure, that 
be himself neither shall nor can enjoy them. He is 
an indigent needy slave; he will hardly allow 
himself clothes and board-wages : 

Undatim vix de demenso suo, 
Suum deCnudans geniuxn, comparsit miser, f 

He defrauds not only other men, but his own ge- 
nius; he cheats himself for money. But the ser- 
vile and miserable condition of this wretch is so 
apparent, that 1 leave it, as evident to every man's 
sight, as wdl as judgment. 

It seems a more difficult work to prove that tlie 
voluptuous man too is but avservant : what can be 
more the life of a freeman, or, as we say ordina- 
rily^ of a gentleman, than to follow nothing but 
his own pleasures ? Why, I will tell you who is 
that true freeman, and that true gentleman ; not 
he who blindly follows all his pleasures (tlie very 
name oi/oHovoer is servile} ; but he who rationally 

• Ps. xxxix. 6. 

f Phonn. AgU I. Se* U v«c% 4a* 
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guides them, and is not hindered by outward impe- 
diments in the conduct and enjoyment of them. If 
I want skill or force to restrain the beast that I ride 
Upon, though I bought it, and call it nay dwn ; yet, 
in the truth of the matter, I am at that time rather 
bis man, than he my horse. The voluptuous men 
(whom we are fallen upon) may be divided, 1 think, 
into the lustful and luxurious, who are both ser- 
vants of the belly; the other, whom we spoke 
of before, the ambitious and the covetous, were 

xftxac^if^iae evil wild beasts ; these are yaa-rtpts ot.pyeu^ 

alow bellies, as our translation renders it, but the 
word ApyoM (which is a fontastical word, ^th two 
directly opposite significations) will bear as well 
the translation of quick or diligent bellies; and both 
interpretations may be appUed to these men. Me- 
trodorus said, '* that he had learned aXriBdSs yaarpt 
Xa/'i^ffdaci, to give his belly' just thanks for-all his 
pleasures." This, by the calumniators of Epicu- 
rus's philosophy, was objected as one of the most 
scandalous of all their sayings ; which, according 
to my charitable understanding, may admit a very 
virtuous sense, which is, that he thanked his own 
belly for that moderation, in the customary appe- 
tites of it, which can only give a man liberty and 
happiness in this world. Let this su^ce at present 
to be spoken of^hose great triumviri of the world; 
the covetous man, who is a mean villain, like Le- 
pidus; the ambitious, who is a brave one, like 
Octavius ; and the voluptuous, who is a loose and 
debauched one, like Mark Antony: 

Quunam igitur liber ? Sapiens, sibique imperiosus.* 
• Hor. « Sat. vU. 83. 




OF LIBESTT. 19 

Not (Enomans,* who commits himself wholly to 
R Gharioteer, that may break his neck ; bvt the 
maoy 

•Who governs bis own coune with steady hand, 
Wha does himself with sovereign power command ; 
Whom neither death nor poverty does fright. 
Who stands not awkwardly in his own light 
Against the truth : who can, when pleasures knock 
Loud at his door, keep firm the holt and lock. 
Who can, though honour at his gate should stay. 
In all their masking clothes, send her away. 
And cry. Be gone, I have no mind to play. 

rhis, I confess, is a freeman : but it may be said, 
that many persons are so shackled by their fortune, 
that they are hindered from enjoyment of that 
nanmnission, which they have obtained from rir- 
toe. I do both understand, and in part feel, the 
weight of this objection : all I can answer to it 
is, that we must get as much liberty as we can ; we 
must use our utmost endeavours, and, when all 
that is done, be contented with the length of that 
line which is allowed us. If you ask me, in wha^ 
condition of life I think the most allowed, I 
should pitch upon that sort of people, whom king 
James was wont to call the happiest of our nation, 
the men placed in the country by their fortune 
above a high constable, and yet beneath the trou- 
ble of a justice of peace ; in a moderate plenty, 
without any just argument for the desire of in- 
creasing it by the care of many relations ; and with 
so much knowledge and love of piety and philosophy 

• Virg. Georg. lil.T, 
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(that UyOf the stady of God's laws, and of his crea- 
tures) as may afford him matter enough never to 
be idle, though without business j and never to be 
melanchoiy, though without sin or vanity. 

I shall conclude this tedious discourse v^th a 
prayer of mine in a copy of Latin verses, of which 
I remember no other part ; and (pour /aire botme 
bauche) with some other verses upon the same 
subject : 

" Magne Denf« quod ad has yite breris attlnet \koni. 
Da mifai, da panem libertatemque, nee ultra 
Sollicitas eflfUndo preces : si quid datur ultra, 
Aeciplam gratua ; si non, contentus abibo.** 

For the few hours of life allotted me. 

Give me (great God) but bread and lil>erty : 

I'll beg no more: if more thou'rt pleased to give, 

I'll thankfully that overplus receive: 

If beyond this no more be freely sent, 

1*11 tliank for this, and go away content. 



MARTIAL, LIB. I. EP. LVI. 
^ " Vota tui breviter," &c 

Well then, sir, yon shall know how far extend 
The prayers and hopes of your poetic friend. 
He does not palaces nor manors crave. 
Would be no lord but less a lord would have; 
The ground he holds, if he his own can call. 
He quarrels npt with heaven, because 'tis small ; 
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Let gay and toilsome greatness others please. 

He loves of homely littleness the ease.* , 

Can any man in gilded rooms attend, 

And his dear hours in hnmble visits spend ; 

When in the fresh and beauteous fields he may 

With various healthful pleasures fill the day? 

If there be man (ye gods) I ought to hate. 

Dependence and attendance be his fate. 

Still let him bnsy be, and in a crowd, 

Aud very much a slave, and very proud : 

TIjus he, perhaps, powerful and rich may grow ; 

No matter, O ye gods ! that I'll allow ; 

Bat let Jiim peace and freedom never see ; 

Let him not love this life, who loves not me. 



MARTIAL, LIB. II. £P. LIII. 
" Vis fieri liber?" &c. 

WouLiy yon be free ? Tis your chief wish, you say : 
Come on ; I'll show thee, friend, the certain way ; 
If to no feasttf abroad thou lovest to go. 
While bounteous God does bread at home bestow ; 
If thou the goodness of thy clothes dost prize • 
By thine own use, and not by others eyes : 

• He loves of homely littleness the ease.] One of those 
channing lines so frequent in Mr. Cowley, and characteristic 
of him) in which the tentimejtt of the writer, as well as his 
sense, is conveyed^ The reader of taste feels the difference 
between this verse, and that of the original, though it be 
no bad on»— 

'' Saxdidaqae in parvis otia lebua Koxax;*— Hurd, 
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If (only safe froih weathers) thou canst dwell 
In a small house, bat a convenient shell ; 
If thon, without a sigh, or golden wish. 
Canst look upon thy beechen bowl and dish ; 
If in thy mind such power and greatness be, , 
The Persian king 's a slave compared with thee. 



MARTIAL, LIB. II. EP. LXVIII. 
^ " Quod te nomine Y* &c 

That I do ^ou, with humble bows no more. 

And danger of my naked head, adore : 

That I, who lord and master, cried erewhile. 

Salute you, in a new and different style. 

By your own name, a scandal to you now, 

Tliink not, that I forget myself or you : 

By loss of all things, by all others sought, 

lliis freedom, and the freeman's hat is bought. 

A lord and master no man wants, but he 

Who o'er himself has no authority. 

Who does for honours and for riches strive. 

And follies, without which lords cannot live. 

If thou from fortune dost no servant crave. 

Believe it, thou no master needst to have. 
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ODE UPON LIBERTY. 
I. 

Freedom with Virtue takes her seat : 
Her proper place, her only scene. 

Is in the golden mean ; 
She tives not with the poor nor with the great. 
The vnngs of those Necessity has clipp'd, 

And they're in Fortune's Bridewell whipp'd 

To the laborious task of bread ; 
Ihese are by various tyrants captive led. 
Now wild Ambition, with imperious force. 
Rides, reins, and spurs them, like the unruly horse ; 

And servile Avarice yokes them now. 

Like toilsome oxen, to the'plough : 
And sometimes Lust, like the misguided light. 
Draws them through all the labyrinths of night. 
If any few among the great there be 

From these insulting passions free. 

Yet we ev'n those, too, fetter'd see 
By custom, business, crowds, and formal decency. 
And wheresoe'er they stay, and wheresoe'er they go. 

Impertinences round them flow : 

These are the small uneasy things 

Which about greatness still are founds 

And rather it molest, than wound : 
Like gnats, which too much heat of summer brings ; 
But cares do swarm there, too, and those have stings : 
As when the honey does too open lie, 

A thousand wasps about it fly ; 
Nor i;nll the master ev'n to shsure admit : 
The master stands aloof^ aud dateft ikOX\a&\ft qINx* 
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If. 



'TU morning ; weU, I fidn would yet sleep on; 

You cannot now ; you must be gone 

To courts or to the noisy hall : 
Besides, the rooms without are crowded all ; 

The stream of business does be^n, 
And a spring-tide of clients is come in. 
Ah cruel guards, which this poor prisoner kwp ! 

Will they not suffer him to sleep ? 
Make an escape ; out at the poetem flee. 
And get some blessed hours of liberty : 
With a few friends, and a few dishes dine. 

And much of mirth and moderate wine. 
To thy bent mind some relaxadon gire. 
And steal one day oat of thy life to live. 
Oh happy man (he cries) to whon kind heaven 

Has such a freedom always given ! 
Why, mighty madman, what should hinder thee 

From being every day as free ? 

ni. 

In all the fifeebom nadoos of the air, 

Never did bird a spirit so mean and sordid bear. 

As to exchange his native liberty 

Of soaring boldly up into the sky; 

Hb liberty to sing, to perch, or fly. 

When, and wliere?er he thought good. 
And all his innocent pleasures of the wood. 
For a more plentiifiil or constant ibodj 

Nor ever did amMtious rage 

Make him into a painted cage, 
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Or the false forest of a well>hung room,* 

For honour and preferment, come. 
Now, blessings on you all, ye heroic race. 
Who keep your primitive powers add rights so well. 

Though men and angels fell. 
Of all material lives f the highest place 

To you is justly given ; 

And ways and walks the nearest heaven. 
Whilst wretched we, yet vain and proud, think fit' 

To boast, that we look up to it. 
Even to the universal tyrant, love. 

You homage pay but once a year ; 
None so degenerous and unbirdly prove ; X 

As his perpetual yoke to bear. 
None, but a few unhappy household fowl^ 

Whom human lordship does control; 

Who from their birth corrupted were 
By bondage^ and by man's example here. 

IV. 

He's no small prince, who every day 
Thus to himself can say : 

• — Or the false forest of a well-hung room.] It was Ur 
shionable at that time to hang rooms with tapestry, repre- 
senting some story from books of romance, the scene of 
which is generally laid in a wood or forest.— flurd. 

t— Of all material lives.] i. e. Of all living creatures that 
have material bodies, in cpntradistinction to pure spirits : 
not as if he thought that tnrds were mere machines, and 
that their lives or souls were material. — HurdU 

I — ^unbirdly prove.] A prettily-invented word, to con- 
vey that idea of degeneracy, which, in speaking of our own 
kind, we so commonly express by the epithet, unmanly.— 
Uurd. 

C 
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<< Now will 1 0leq>9 now eat, now sit, now walk, 

Now meditate alone, now with acquaintance talk, 

This I will do, here I will stay. 

Or, if my fancy call me away. 

My man and I will presently go ride ; 

(For we, before, haye nothing to provide. 

Nor, after, are to render an aocoont) 

To Dover, Berwick, or the Cornish monnt." 

If thou but a short joomey take. 

As if thy last thon wert to make. 
Business must be dispatch'd, ere thon canst part. 

Nor canst thou stir, unless there be 
. A hundred horse and men to wait on thee. 

And many a mule, and many a cart. . 

What an unwieldy man thou art ! 

The Rhodian Colossus so 

A journey, too, might go. 

V. 

Where honour or where conscience does not bind. 

No other law shall shackle me ; 

Slave to myself I will not be. 
Nor shall my future actions be confined 

By my own present mind. 
Who by resolves and vows engaged does stand 

For days, that yet belong to fate. 
Does, like an unthrift, mortgage his estate. 

Before it falls into his hand : 

The bondman of the cloister so. 
All that he does receive, does always owe ; 
And«till, as time comes in, it goes away 

Not to ebjoy, but debts to pay. 
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Unhappjr slave, and pupil to a bdl.* 

Which his hours' work, as well as hours, does tell ! 

Unhappy, till the last, the kind releasing knell. 

VI. 

If life should^a well-order*d poem be 

(In which he only hits the white 
Who joins true profit with the best delight) 
The more heroic strain let others take. 

Mine the Pindaric way I'll make ; 
The matter shall be grave, the numbers loose and 

free. • 

It shall not keep one settled pace of time. 
In the same tune it shall not always chime. 
Nor shall each day just to his neighbour rhyme ; 
A' thousand liberties it shall dispense. 
And yet shall manage all without offence. 
Or to the sweetness of the sound, or greatness of 

the sense ;f 



• — fmpil to a bdL] A great man (lord Baoon, I think) 
somewhere sayi, that there are certain humraoua and •elf- 
ideasiug minds, that go near to think their yrery garters 
shackles. One can hardly help applying this observation to 
our amiable author, when he makes this pupillage to a bdl, 
80 dreadftil a restraint on human liberty .•^flurd. 

t —Or to the sweetness of the sound, or greatness of the 
sense.] i. e. So as not to oflbnd against the sweetness of the 
sound, though every verse does not chime to the same tune; 
nor against the greatness of the sense, though expressed in 
numbers loose and ttee^-»Anoiu 

I dare say the author meant to be as good as his word, in 
giving tiiis perfection to his Pindaric poetry. But, in Diet, 
his judgment and his ear had been so corrupted by the bad 
models of hit time, that, where his neoM \ft ^bnsbSu»x« \(» 
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Nor shall it never from one subject start. 

Nor seek transitions to depart. 
Nor its set way o'er stiles and bridges malce, 

. Nor thorough lanes a compass take. 
As if it fear'd some trespass' to commit. 

When the wide air's a road for it. 
So the imperial eagle does not stay 

Till the whole carcase he devour. 

That's £Edleainto its power: 
As if his generous hunger understood 
That he can never want plenty of food. 

He only sucks the tasteful blood ; 
^d to«fresh game flies cheerfully away : 
To kites and meiwer birds he leaves the m'ang 
prey. 



II. OF SOLITUDE. 



'' NuNQUAM minus solus, quam cum solus," is n 
become a very vulgar saying. Every man, and 
most every boy, for these seventeen hundred yes 
has had it in his mouth. But it was at first spol 
by the excellent Scipio, who was without quest 
a most eloquent and witty person, as well as 
most wise, most worthy, most happy, and 
greatest of all mankind. His meaning, no doubt, \ 
this, that he found more satisfaction to his mix 

too often disfigures it« not only by conceits, but by w 
ben so very loose, as to be held together by none of tl 
fhftfpt 

" Which tie 
The hidden soul of harmony."— fiurd. 
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and more ImprovemeDt of it, by solitude than by 
company; and, to show that he spoke not this 
loosely or out of vanity, after he haid made Ronue 
mistress of almost the whole worlds he retired him- 
self from it by a volnntary exile, and at a private 
house in the middle of a wood near Lintenram,* 
passed the remainder of his glorious life no less 
gloriously. This house.Seneca went to see so long 
after with great veneration; and, among other 
things, describes his baths to have been of so mean 
a structure, " That now, (says he) the basest of 
the people would despise them, and cry out, ' Poor 
Sdpio understood not how to live.'" What an au- 
thority is here for the credit of retreat t and happy 
had it been for Hannibal, if adversity could have 
taught him as much wisdom as was learned by 
Sdpio from the highest prosperities. This would 
be no wonder, if it were as truly as it is colourably 
and wittily said by 'monsieur de Montague, '' that 
ambition . itself might teach us to love solitude ; 
there is Nothing does so much hate to have com- 
panions.** tt is true, it loves to have its elbows 
free, it detests to have company on either side ; but it 
delights above all things in a train kehind, aye, and 
ushers too before it. But the greatest part of men 
are so far from, the opinion of that noble Roman, 
that, if they chance at any time to be without com- 
pany, they are like a becalmed ship ; they never 
move. but by the wind of other men's breath, and 
have no oars of their own to steer withal. It Is very 
fantastical and contradictory in human nature, that 
men should love themselves above all the rest of the 

• Seneca, Epist. buctv\. 
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world, and yet nerer endnre to be with themselves. 
When they^ are in lore with a mistress, all other 
persons are importnnate and burdensome to them* 
** Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam Inbens," they 
would live and die mth her alone. 

" Sic Cfo weretU poaiain bene viTere lilyis. 

Qua nulla humano fit via trita pede. 
Tu mihi curarum requies« tu nocte Tel atri 
Lumen, et in soils tu mihi turba lods.** • 

With thee for ever I in woods oould rest. 
Where never human foot tiie ground has press'd. 
Thou from all shades the darkness canst exclude. 
And from a desert banish solitude. - 

And yet our dear self is so wearisome to us, th<^ 
we can scarcely support its conversation for an 
hour together : this is such an odd temper of mind, 
as Catullus expresses towards one of his mistresses, 
whom we may suppose to have been of a very un- 
sociaUe humour :f 

** Odi, et amo : quare id fsciam fortasse requiris. 
Nesdo; aed fieri sentio, et excrucior.*' 

I hate, and yet I love thee too. 
How can that be ? I know not how ; 
Only that so it to I knowl 
And feel with torment that *tis so. 

It is a deplorable condition, this, apd drives a. 
man sometimes to pitiful shifts, in seeking how- to 
avoid himself. 

. « H&uiJ. ziii. 9. 1 1)« iwiaoT« Sma* Uxxllu 
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The truth of the matter is, that neither he who U 
a fop in the world, is a fit man to be alone ; nor he 
who has set his heart much upon the world, though 
he have never so much understanding ; so that soli- 
tude can be well fitted and set right, but upon a very 
few persons, lliey must have enough isnowledge 
of the world to see the- vanity of it, and enough 
virtue to despise all vanity ; if the mind be possess- 
ed D^th any lust or passions, a man had better be 
in a feir, than in a wood alone. They may, like 
petty thieves, cheat us perhaps, and pick oaf 
pockets, in the midit of company ; but, like robbers, 
they use to strip and bind, or murder us, when they - 
catch us alone. This is but to retreat from men, 
and £aU into the hands of devils. It is like the 
punishment of parricides among the Romans, to 
be sewed into a bag, mih, an ape, a dog, and a ser- 
pent. 

The first work therefore that a man must do, to 
make himself capable of the good of solitude, is, 
the very eradication of all lusts ; for how is it pos- 
sible for a map to enjoy himself, while his affec- 
tions are tied to things without himself? In the 
second place, he must learn the art and get the 
habit of thinking ; for this too, no less than wdl 
spealdng, depends upon much practice t and cogi- 
tation is the thing which distinguishes tJie solitude 
of a god from a wild beast. Now, because the soul 
of man is not by its own nature or observation 
furnished with sufficient materials to work^upon, it 
is necesiiary for it to have continual recourse to 
learning and books for fresh supplies, so that the 
solitary life will grow- indigent, and b^ x«»A^ v^ 
BUurv, witiumt them ; bat if oQce^tYy^^Sbotoa^c^c) 
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engaged in the lore of letters, instead of being 
wearied witli tlie length of any day, we shall only 
complain of the shortness of our whole life. 

" O yita* itulto longa, Mpienti breris !"• 
O life, long to the fool, short to the wise I 

The first minister of state has not so much busi- 
ness in public, as a wise man has in priyate : if the 
one have Httle leisure to be alone, the other has less 
leisure to be in company ; the one has but part of 
the affairs of one nation, the other all the works of 
God and nature under his consideration. There 
is no saying shocks me so much as that which I 
hear very often, '' that a man does not know how 
to pass his time." It would have been but ill 
spoken by Methusalem in the nine hundred sixty- 
ninth year of his life; so far it is from us, who 
have not time enough to attain to the utmost per- 
fection of any part of any science, to have cause to 
complain that we are forced to be idle for want of 
work. But this, you vnll say, is wc^rk only for the 
learned ; others are not capable either of the em- 
ployments or divertisements that arrive ^m let- 
ters. ( know they are not ; and therefore cannot 
much recommend solitude to a man totally illite- 
rate. But, if any man be so unlearned, as to.want 
entertainment of the little intervals of accidental 
solitude, which frequently occur in almost all con» 
ditions (except the very meanest of the people, who 
have business enough in the necessary provision' 

• " O vita, misero longa, felid brevis ."* 
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for Ufe,) it is truly a great shame both to his pa- 
rents and himself; for a very small- portion of any 
ragenions art will stop up all those gaps of our time : 
either music, or planting, or designing, or chemistry, 
or history, or gardening, or twenty other things, 
will do it usefully and pleasantly ; and, if he happen 
to set his affections upon poetry (which I do not ad- 
vise him too immoderately), that will over-do it ; 
no wood will be thick enough to hide him from the 
importunities of company or business, which would 
abstract him from his beloved. 

ft 

" — ^ O qui. me gdidis in vallibug Haeini 
Sittat, et ingenti ramorum protect umbrtL?"* 

Hail, old patrician trees, so great and good ! 
Hail, ye plebeian under-wood ! 
Where the poetic birds rejoice. 
And for thdr quiet nests and plenteous food 
r Pay, with thdr grateful voice. 

Hail, the poor Muses' richest manor-seat ! 

Ye countvy houses and retreat, . 

Which all the happy gods so love. 
That for you oft they quit their bright and great 

Metropolis above. 

Here Nature does a house for me erect ; 
Nature, the wisest architect. 
Who those fond artists does despise 

That can the fair and living trees neglect. 
Yet the dead timber prize. 

• Yilg. GeoKg. u. 40d. 

c 2 
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Here let me, careless and nnthou^tfal lyin^, 
Hear the soft winds, above ae flying* 
With «il their waatott booj^ <Uipite» 

Aid the more taneftil Mrds to both replying; 
Nor be myself, too, mate. 

A silver strettn shall roll hii waiters aear> 
out ^th the sun-beams here and there* 
On whose enameU'd bank ill widk. 

And see how prettily they smile* and hear 
How prettily they talk* 



\ Ah wretched and too soUtary he> 

Who loves not his own company ! . 
He^ll feel the weight oft many a day. 
Unless he call in sin or vanity 
To help to bear^t away. 

Oh Solitiide, first Mate of hnman kind ! 
Which blest remain*d* till man did find 
Ev'n his own helper's company. 

As soon as two* alas ! together join'd. 
The serpent made ttp three: 

Tho^ <3od himself* through countless ages* thee 
His sole companion drase to be ; 
Thee* sacred Solitude^ alone. 

Before the branchy head of numbei^ pnee 
Sprang fkom the trunk of one. 

• Thott (tho* men think thine an unactlve part*)' 
< Dost break and timm iihe unruly heart, 

• Jhou (thoP mm, th&i^thlM AviiaeUve i^art).] T 
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Which else ironld know mo settled pace. 
Making it mofe, well managed by thy art. 
With swiftness and with grace. 

Thoa. the faint bean^ of reason's scatter'd light 
Dost, like a bnming-g^s, unite; ' 
f>o6t multiply the feeble beat. 

And fortify the strength, till thou dost bright 
And noble fires b^et. 

Whilst this hard troth I teach, methinks, 1 see 
The monster London* laugh at me,t 
I should at thee to, foolish city, . 

If it were fit to laugh at nusery } 
But thy estate I pity. 

Let but thy wicked men from out thee go. 
And sdl the fools, that crowd thee so, , 



po«t, in this and th* feN^wiag itaaia* would ddihrer an un- 
weloome truth, and therefore he deUvem it indifeetly* in 
Che way of allusioB, Tlutt Bolitude contributes more to form 
the human mind, and to teing out the laUnt energies of 
true genius, than society*— The present rage for figuring in 
the world, without staying to pass lihzough the wholesome 
discipline of xetizement, is the proper and immediate cause 
why ability of every kind is so rare among m.-^Hurd. 

* The monster London.] But why a moTuterf Unless 
perhaps, our poet ceneeiyed of this great dty, as a eertain 
jrtiikMopher of his aoquaintanee did, who had the incivility 
to pronounce of it— *'. London has a great belly, but no 
palate.*— £bMet, Sut* qfthc CivU Wars, p. l6i-^Hmrd. 

t laugh at me.] Because he had taught, that solitude 
b^ets the nob|e ftres of wit ; whereas, the doctrine of Lon- 
don, as of every g^eat city« is, that wUtodie \)e(g!^ \ivsiC&&:cv% 
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Ev'n thou, who dost thy millions boast, 
A villa^ less than Islington wilt grow^ 
A soUtode almost. 



III. OF OBSCURITY. 

« Nam neque divitibui ooiitiii(unt gaudia solis; 
Nee vixit male, qui natus moriensque fefidlit."* 

God made not pleasures only for the rich ; 

Nor have those mea without their share too livedo 

Who both in life and death the world deceived. ' 

This seems a strange sentence, thns literally trao 
lated, and looks as if it were in vindication of tl 
men of business (for who else can deceive tl 
world ?) ; whereas it is in commendation of thoi 
who live and die so obscurely, that the world tak* 
uo notice of them. This Horace calls deceivh 
the world; and in another place uses the san 
phrase,t 

*'-^eeretum iter et fiallentis senuta vitse." 

The secret tracks of the deceiving life. 

It is very elegant in Latin, but our English woi 
will hardly bear up to that sense ; and therefo] 
Mr. Broome translates it very well— . 

Or firom a Ufe, led, as it were^ by stealth. 

yet we say In our language, a thing deceives oi 
sight, when it passes before us unperceived ; ai 

* Hot, 1 Ep. xvii. 9. ^ Hot, V £^« xxiiu tos« 
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we may say well enough out of tlie same author,* 

Sometimes with deep, sometimes with wiiie« we strive 
The cares of lifie and troubles to deceive. 

But that is not to deceive the world, hut to deceive 
ourselves, as Quintilian says,f '< Vitam fallere,*' 
to draw on still, and amuse, and deceive our li^, 
till it be advanced insensibly to the fatal penod, 
and fall into that pit which nature hath prepared 
for it. The meaning of all this is no more than 
that most vulgar saying, <' Bene qui latuit, bene 
vixit," he has lived well, who has lain well hidden ; 
which if it be a truth, the world (I will swear). is 
suffidently deceived : for my part, I think it is, and 
that the pleasantest condition of life is ^ incognUo, 
What a brave privilege is it, to be free from aH con- 
tentions, from all envying or being envied, from re- 
ceiving and from paying all kind of ceremonies ! It 
is, in my mind, a very delightful pastime, for two 
good and agreeable friends to travel up and down 
together, in places where they are by nobody known,^ 
nor know any body. It was the case of iEneas and 
his Achates, when they walked inidsiUy about the 
fields and streets of Carthage. Venus herself 

A veil of thicken'd air around them cast« 

That none might kno^, or see them, as they pass'd. % 

The common story of Demosthenes* confession, that 
he had taken great pleasure in hearing of a tanker- 
woman say, as he passed, ^'This is that Demo« 
sthenes," is wonderfully ridiculous from so solid an 

• S Sat. vii. 114. t Declam. de Apih. 

t Virg. iEu. i. ^V.5« 
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orator. I myself iiave often met with that tempta* 
tion to vanity (if it were any) j bat am so £ur from 
finding it any pleasure, that it only makes me nm 
' futer from the place, till I get, as it were, out of 
sight-shot. Democritns rdates, and in snch a 
mamier, as if he gloried in the good fortune and 
commodity of it, that, when he came to 4ithen8» 
nobody there did so much as take notice of him i 
and £|Mcnru8 lived there very well, that is, lay hid 
many years in his gardens, so famous since that 
dme, with his friend Metrodoms : after whose 
death, making in one of his letters a kind commemo- 
raticm of the happinesn which tiiey two liad en^joyed 
together, he adds at last, tliat be thought it no dis- 
paragement to those great fielidties of their life, 
that, in the midst of the roost talked of and talking 
country in the world, they had lived so long, not 
only without fame, but almost without being heard 
of; and yet, within a very few years afterward, 
there were no two names of men more known, or 
more generally celebrated. If we engage into a 
large acquaintance and various fEuniliarities, we 
set open our gates to the invaders of most of our 
time : we ei:pose our life to a quotictian ague of fri- 
gid impertlneuces, which would make a wise man 
tremble to think of. Now, as for being known 
much by sight, and pointed at, I cannot compre* 
hend the honour that lies in that : whatsoever it be, 
every mountebank has it more than the best doctor, 
and ^e hangman more than the lord chief justice 
of a city. Every creature has it, both of nature 
and art, if it be any ways extraordinary. It 'was as 
often sud, << This is that Bucephalus," or, ** This 
IS that /ncitatus,** when they vrexe led \}rancing 
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tlinmgh the streets, as, "This is that Alexander," 
or '* This is that Oomitian $" and truly, for the 
latter, I take Incitatns to hare )i>een a much more 
•faoooarable beast than his master, and more de- 
•erviog the consulship than he the empire. 

I love and commend a tme good fame, becanse it 
is the shadow of Tirtve : not that it idoth any good 
to tbe body which it acccomponies, bat it is an effl« 
cadons shadow, and like that of St. Peter, cares 
tlie diseases of others. The best Isind of glory, no' 
doobt, is that which is reflected from honesty, 
sneb as was the glory.of Cato and Aristides ; but it 
was harmful to them both, and is seldom beneficial 
to any man, whilst he lives : what it is to him after 
his death, I cannot say, because I love not philo- 
sophy merely notional and conjectural, and no man 
who has made the experiment has been so kind as 
to come back to inform us.* Upon the whole 
matter, I account a person who has a moderate 
mind and fortune, and lives in the conversation of 
two or three agreeable friends, with little com- 
merce in the woiid besides, who- is esteemed well 
enough by his few ndgfabours that know him, and 
is truly irreproachable by any body ; and so, after a, 
healthful quiet life, before the great inconveniences 

• — <x>ine back to infem vs.] H% meOM, to infomt us, 
irlietfaer iMWItiaminw ftuiie coatrilmtas to make mea happier 
iff another lil^. He knew that boneity vould turn to ae> 
count there; tat douhfeed whether the glory reflected 
from it on a good mimli memory, would be any ingredient 
in hia Aiture happiness. TWsdoetartne, he oaUs a pliiloepphy 
merdy notional and eaai^ctvttti. ; not the doctrine of a fu- 
tore state, which no man believed with more assuranoev— 
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of old age, goes more silently out of it thau he came 
in (for 1 would not have him so mnch as cry in 
the exit) : this innooent . decd?er of the worM, as 
Horace calls him, this ** mnta persona^" t take 
to have been more happy in hU part, than the 
greatest actors that fill the stage with show and 
noise; nay, even than Augustus himself, who asked, 
with his last breath, whether he had not played his 
fiarce very well. 



SENECil, EX THYE8TE, ACT. 11. CHOll. 

" Stet quicumque volet poteni^ 
Autae culmine lubrioo ; 
Me duleis satuxet quies. 
Obscuro positus loco« 
Leni perfruar otio. 
Nullis nota Quiritilms 
^tas per taciturn fluat. 
Sic cum traiuierint mei 
NuUo cum itrepitu dies, 
Plebeius moriar senex. 
lUi mors gravis incubat« 
Qui, notus nimis omnibus, 
Ignotus inoritur sibi." 

Upon the slippery tops of human state. 

The gilded pinnacles of fate. 
Let others proudly stand, and, for a while 

The giddy danger to beguile. 
With joy, and with disdain, look down on all. 

Till their heads turn, and down they fUI. ' 

Me, O ye gods, <»i earth, or else so near 

That I no Call to earth may fear, 

Aad« p ye gods, at a good distance seat 

. From the long ruins of the great.* 

^From the long tuina of the gceat.1 A wonderfully fine 
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Here, wrapp'd in the arms of Quiet let me lie ; 

Quiet, companion of obscurity. 
Here let my life with aa much silence slide. 

As time, that measures it, does glide. 
Nor let the breath of infamy or fame. 
From town to town echo about my name. 
Nor let my h<nnely death embroider'd be 

With scutdieon or with elegy. 

An old plebeian let me die ; 
Alas, all then are such as well as I. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear. 
The face of death will terrible appear ; - 
Who, in his life flattering his senseless pride. 
By being known to all the world beside. 
Does not himself, when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither he's to go. 



IV. OF AGRICULTURE. 

The first wish of Virgil (as yon will find anon by 
his verses) was to be a good philosopher ; the se- 
cond, a good hnsbandman : and God (whom he 
seemed to understand better than most of the most 
learned heathens) dealt with him just as he did 

line, of which there is no trace in the originaL It may be 
taken in two senses, and was probably intended to express 
them both ; namely, the oppressive nature of greatness 
while it stands, and the extensive mischief which attend 
its falL For one, of the patrician trees <to speak in the 
language of the author) not only chills the neighbouring 
plants by its outstretched umbrage, so long as it continuet 
in a flourishing state; but, when time, or some tempest of 
fortune, overturns it, involves the. plebeian underwood, to 
a great distance, in its ruin— 

^^t* iageatem tnoiixe ruhmn.**— HuTd« 
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^th Solomon ; because he prayed for wisdom i 
the first place, he added all things else> which wei 
subordinately to be deured. He made him one c 
the best philosophers, and best husbandmen; and 
to adorn and communicate both those faculties, th 
best poet : he made him, besides all this, a ric 
man, and a man who desired to be no richeiv- 

" O fortunatus nimhim, et bona qui sua novit P* 

To be a husbandman, is but a retreat from the city 
to be a philosopher, from the world ; or rather, 
retreat ft'om the world, as it is man's, into th 
world, as it is Ood's. 

Bat, since nature demes to* most men the C8 
pacity or appetite, and fortune allows but to a rei 
few the opportunities or possibility of applyin 
themselves wholly to philosophy, the best miztur 
of human affairs that we can make, are the cmplo} 
ments of a country life. It is, as Columella* call 
it, ** Res sine dubitatione projdma, et quasi con 
sanguinea sapientise," the nearest neighbour, or n 
ther next in Itindred, to philosophy. Varro sayi 
the principles of it are the same which £nniii 
made to be the principles of all nature ; earth, watei 
idr, and the sun. It does certainly comprehen 
mox^ parts of philosophy, than any one professioi 
art, or science, in the world besides : and therefor 
Cicero saysyf the pleasures of a husbandma 
** mihi ad sapientis vitam prozime ladentur aoc< 
dere," come very nigh to those of a philosophe 
There is no other sort of life that affords so mai 
branches of praise to a panegyrist : the utility o^ 

' Lib. L cU IDs B«Mc^\». 
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to a man's self; the usefulness, or rather necessity, 
<tf it to all the rest of mankind ; the innocence, the 
pleasnrey the antiqidty, the dignity. 

The vtUity (I mean plidnly the lucre of it) is not 
so great now in our nation, as arises from mer- 
idumdise and the trading of the city, from whence 
many of the hest estates and chief honours of the 
kingdom, are derived : we have no men now fetched 
from the plough to be made lords, as they were in 
Home to be made consuls and dictators ; the reason 
of which I concdTe to be from an evil custom, now 
grown as strong among us as if it were a law, which 
is, that no men put their children to be bred up ap- - 
prentices in agriculture, as in other trades, but such 
who are so poor, that, when they come to be men, 
they have not wherewithal to set up in* it, and so 
can only farm some small parcel of ground, the rent 
of which devours all- but the bare subsistence of the 
tenant : whilst they who are proprietors of the land 
are either too proud, or, for want of that kind of 
education, too ignorant, to improve their estates, 
though the means of doing it be as easy and certain 
in this, as in any other track of commerce. If 
there were always two or three thousand youths, 
ior. seven or ^ght years, bound to this profession, 
that they might learn the whole art of it, aod after- 
wards be enabled to be masters in it, by a moderate 
stock ; I cannot doubt but that we should see as 
Biany aldermen's estates made in the country, as 
now we do out of all kind of merchandising in the 
city. There are as many ways to be rich, and, 
which fs better, there is no possibility to be poor, 
without such n^igence as can nellhet \\%k^ «»::qs^ 
nor pity; for a little ground ^fVW ^wV^^X fs5j>K«^«». 
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trades, ^ven to the meanest, set forth whole troops, 
and raised up some great commanders, who became 
famous and mighty for the mischiefs they had done : 
but I do not remember the name of any one husband* 
man, who had so considerable a share in the twenty 
years' ruin of his country, as to deserre the curses 
of his countrjrmen. 

And if great delights be joined with so much !n- 
ilocence, I think it is ill done of men, not to take 
them here, where they are so tame and ready at 
hand, rather than hunt for them in courts and cities, 
where they are so wild, and the chase so trouble- 
some and dangerous. 

We are here among the vast and noble scenes of 
nature ; we are there among the pitiful shifts of 
policy : we walk here in the light and open ways of 
the divine bounty ; we grope there in the dark and 
confused labyrinths of human malice : our senses 
are here feasted with the clear and genuine taste of 
their objects, which are all sophisticated there, and 
for the most part overwhelmed with their con* 
traries. Here pleasure looks, methinks, like a 
beautiful, constant, and modest wife; it is- there 
an impudent, fickle, ind painted harlot. Here Is 
harmless and cheap plenty; there guilty and ez- 
pensefiil luxury. 

I shall only instance in one delight more, the 
most natural and best natured of all others, a per- 
petual companion of the husbandman ; and that is, 
the satisfaction of looking round about him, and 
seeing nothing but the effects and improvements of 
his own art and diligence ; to be always gathering 
of some fruitb of it, and at the same time to behold 
others ripening, and others budding ; lo ^^^ ^\&& 
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fields and gardens covered with the beauteoi 
tores of his own industry ; and to see, lil 
that all his works are good : 

" •— Hine atque hinc ^omenmtiur Oreades; if 
Agrieolc tadtum pertentant gaodia peetui,' 

On his heart-strhigs a teeret Joy does strike 

The antiquity of his art is certainly not to 
tested by any other. The first three men 
world, were a gardener, a ploughman, and 
zier ; and if any man object that the second < 
was a murderer, I de^re he would oonsid 
as soon as he was so, he quitted our pro 
and turned builder. It is for this reason, I s 
that Eccledasticusf forbids us to hate husl 
*' Because," said he, ** the Most High has 
it" We are all bom to this art, and tanghi 
ture to nourish our bodies by the same eart 
which they were made, and to which th< 
retom, and pay at bst for thehr sustenance 

Behdd the original and primitive nobill 
those great persons, who are too proud 
only to till the ground, but almost to trear 
We may talk what we pleaie of Ulies, 
rampant, and spread eagles. In fields d'ot 
geni; but if heraldry were guided by 
plough in a field arable would be the ? 
and ancient arms. 

All these considerations make me fi 
wonder and complaint of Columella, he 
come to pass that all arts or scieno 
dispute which Is an art, and whic) 

• Vhrg. JEn, i, S04, &c. t Chap 
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does not belong to the cariosity of us husbandmen) 
metaphysiCy physic, morality, mathematics, logic, 
rhetoric, &c. which are all, I grant, good and useful 
faculties, (except only metaphysic, vdiich I do not 
know whether it be any thing or no;) but even 
vaulting, fencing, dancing, attiring, cookery, car* 
ving, and such-like vanities, should all have public 
sdiools and masters ; and yet that we should never 
see or hear of any man, who took upon him the 
profession of teaching this so pleasant, so virtuous, 
so profitable, so honourable, so necessary art. 

A man would think, wh^ he is in serious hu-^ 
monr, that it were but a vdn, irrational, and ridi- 
culoos tlung for a great company of men and wo- 
men to run up and -down in a room together, in a 
hundred several postures and figures, to no pur- 
pose, and with no design ; and therefore dancing 
was iuTented first, and only practised andentty, lit 
the ceremonies of the heathen religion, which con* 
dsted all in mummery and madness; the latter 
being the chief glory of the worship, and ac- 
oouited divine inspiration : this, I say, a severe 
man would think ; though I dare not determine so 
hr against so, customary a part now of good-breed- 
ing. And yet, who is there among our gentry, that 
does not entertain a dancing-master for his chil- 
dren as soon as they are able to walk ? But did 
ever any father .provide a tutor for his son, to In- 
struct hiip betimes in the nature and improvements 
of that land which he intended to leave him ? That 
is at least a superfluity, and this a defect, in our 
manner of education ; and therefore I could wish 
(but cannot in these times much hope to see it) 
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spirited, as I conceive Mr. Hartllb* to be, if the 
gentteman be yet aHve : but it is needless to speak 
further of my thoughts of this design, unless die 
present disposition of the age allowed more proba- 
bility of bringing it into execution. What I haye 
farther to say of the country life, shall be borrowed 
from the poets, who were always the most faithfuh 
and -affectionate friends to it. Poetry was bom " 
alQong the shepherds. 

** Mescio qull natale solum dulcedine Mums 
Ducit, et inuBemores non siiiit esse sui.^t 

The Muses still loTe their own native place: ' 
*T has secret duunoas,- which nothing can deface. 

The truth is, no other place is proper for their 
work ; one might as well undertake to dance in 
a crowd, as to make good verses in the midst of 
nt^se and tumult. 

As well might com, as Terse, in cities grow; 
la vain tiie tiumkless glebe we plough and sow; 
Against tiie unnatural soil in vain we strive; 
*Tis not a ground in which these plants will thrive. 

It will bear nothing huts the nettles or thorns of 
ladre, which grow most naturally in the woi^t 
earth ; and therefore almost all poets, except those 
who were not able to eat bread without the bounty 

^^-TAt, Hartlib.] A gentieman, of whom it mtty be 
enough to say, that he had the honour to live in tiie firiend-\ 
sliip of Mede and Milton. The former of these great men 
addressed some letters to him, and the latter, his Tractate 
on Education.— Hurd. 

t Ovid. 1 Ep. ex Pont. iii. 35. 

D 
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of great men, that is, without what they cmdd 9 
by flattering of them, have not only wi^ltaM 
themselyes from the vices and Tunities oi the gran 
world, 

— ' pariter vitiisque jodsque 
Aitiiu hoBumifi eouerutee eaput,* 

into the inpocent happiness of a -retired life; bi 

.have commended and adorned nothing so mnch 1 

their ever-living poems. Heslod was. the first 

second poet in the world that remains yet tsxtxt 

(if Homer, as some think, preceded him, but 

rather beUeve they were contemporaries) ; and ] 

is the first writer too of the art of husbandry': *' ] 

has contributed,** says Columella, ** not a little 

our profession ;'* I suppose he means not a liti 

honour, for the matter of his instructions ns b 

very important: his great antiquity is idsil 

through the gravity and simplicity of his style. T 

most acute of all his sayings concerns our purfM 

very much, and is couched in the reverend obscnr 

of an oracle, nxioy ri/ttav irarr^Sf the half is mil 

than the whole. The occasion of the speech is th 

his brother Persus had, by corrupting some gfi 

* men {fiaffiktcis ^u^^oyou;, great bribe>eaters bed 

them,) gotten from him the half of his estate. '' 

is no matter (says he ;) they have not done me 

much prejudice as they imagine : 

OuB* 00'ov fv /uaXa^ii ri xai ctc^f^tKtf ftr/ oyttaipf 
• Ovid. FMt.i. 300. 
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Utlhappf they, to whom God hu not reveal'd* 
By a strong li^t which must theic sense oontecd. 
That half a great estate 's more than the whole: 
Unhappy, f!r<Hn whom still oonceai'd does lie 
Of roots and herbs the wholefome luxury. 

Thur I ooQceiye to haye been honest Hesiod's 
.meaning. From Homer we rnuat not expect much 
concerning oar affsurs. He was blind, and cooid 
neither worlc in the country, nor enjoy the plea- 
sures of it ; his helpless poverty was likeliest to be 
sustidned in the richest places ; he was to delight 
the Grecians with fine tales of the wars and adven- 
tures of thdr ancestors : his subject removed him 
from all commerce ^th us, and yet, methinks, he 
made a shift to shew his good-will a little. For, 
though lie could do us no honour in the person of 
his hero Ul}'S8es (much less of Achilles,) because 
his whole time was consumed in wars and voyages ; 
yet he makes his father Laertes a gardener all that 
while, and seeking his consolation for the absence 
if his son in the pleasure of planting and even dnng- 
og his own grounds. Ve see he did not contemn 
8 peasants ; nay, so far wad he from that insolence, 
iat he always styles Eumaeus, who kept the hogs, 
ith wondeffiil respect, hoy u^«^§oy, the divine 
^e^herd : he could have done no more for Me- 
hius or Agamemnon. And Theocritus (a very 
nent poet, but he was one of bur own tribe, for 
wrote nothing but pastorals) gave the same 
het to an husbandman, 

divine husbandman replied to Hercules, who 
* IdyfL zxY. vet* 51* < 
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both for his doctrine and example, is the next best 
poet in the world to Virgil, his dear friend Horace; 
who, when Augustus had deuired Maecenas to per- 
suade him to come and live domestically and at the 
nme table with him, and to be secretary of stale 
of the whole .world under him, or rather joiotly 
with him, (for he says, << ut nos in epistolis scri* 
bendis adjuvet^*') could not be tempted to forsake 
his Sabine or Tiburtine manor for so rich and ap 
g^rious a trouble. There was never, I think, such 
an example as this in the world ; that he should 
have so much moderation and courage as to refhse 
an offer «f such greatness, and the emperor so much 
generosity and good-nature as not to be at all of- 
fended with his refusal, but to retain still the s^me 
kindness, and express it often to him in most 
friendly and familiar letters, part of which are 
still extant. If 1 should produce all the passages 
of this excellent author upon the several subjects 
which I treat of in this book, I must be obliged to 
translate half his works : of which I may say more 
truly than in my opinion he did of Homer, 

Qui, quid sit pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 
Planius et melius Chrysippo et Crantore dicit.* 

I shall content myself upon this particular thepe 
with three only, one out of his Odes, the other out 
of his Satires, the third out of his Epistles ; and 
shall forbear to collect the suffrages of all other 
poets, which may be found scattered up and dovm 
through all their writings, and especially in Mar- 
tial's. But I must not omit to make some excuse 
for the bold undertaking of my own unskilful pencil 

• 1 Ep. tt. S. 
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upon the beauties of a £Bce that has been drawn be 
fore by so many great masters ; especially^ that 
slibiild dare to do it in Latin verses (though of an 
other kindy) and have the confidence to tramlati 
thcBL I can only say that I love the natter, «» 
that onght to cover many ftralts; and that I mi 
not to contend with those before jne, but ioHom h 
applaud them. 



TRANSLATION OUT OF VIRGIL. 
Georg. Lib. II. 458. 

Oh happy (if his happiness he knows) 

The countiy swain, on whom kind heaven bestow: 

At home all riches, that wise nature needs ; 

Whom the just earth with easy plenty feeds ! 

'Tis true, no morning tide of clients comes. 

And fills the painted channels of his rooms. 

Adoring the rich figures, as they pass. 

In tapestry wrought, or cut in living brass ; 

Nor is his veool superfluously dyed 

With the dear poison of Assyrian pride : 

Nor do Arabian perfumes vainly spoil* 

The native use, and sweetness of his oil. ^ 

Instead of these, his calm and harmless life, 

Free from the alarms of fear, and storms of strife 



. • Nov do Arabian p«rftunts vainly spoiL] Not to ta! 
Mr* Cowley tnt a worse versifier tban he really was, we a 
to reflect that nuuiy words had a difRnrent accent in 1 
time* from what they haye in ours ; and, in particular, tt 
the woTdpir/kamt had its accent on tha fix«t ft^Uable, a 
not as we DOW pronounce it, peifffi*» on \Xi«\MX««~Bui 
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Does with sabstantlal blessedness abound. 
And the soft wings of peace cover himround :* 
Hirongh artless grots the murmuriRg watiers glide ; 
Tluck trees both against heat and csAA provide. 
From whence the birds salute him ; and his ground " 
With lowing herds and bleating sheep does sound ; 
And all ihe rivers, and the forests nigh. 
Both food, and game, and exercise supply. 
Here a well harden'd active youth we see. 
Taught the great art of cheerful poverty* 
Here, in this place alone, there still do shine 
Some streaks of love, both human sihd divine ; 
From hence Astrasa took her flight, and here 
Still her last foot-steps upon &rth appear. 
'Tis true, the first desire, which does control 
Ail the inferior wheels that move my soul. 
Is, that the Muse me her high-*priest would m^ke. 
Into her holiest scenes of mystery take. 
And open there to my mind's purged eye ~ 
Those wonders, which to sense the gods deny : 
How in the moon such change of shapes is found. 
The moon, the changing world's eternal bound. 
What shakes the solid earth, what stroug disease 
Dares trouble the firm centra's ancient ease ; 
What makes the sea retreat, apd what ad^a^ce ; 
" VarktiQB too itgular for chaoce.V* 

• And the'soft wlii|pB of peace cover him round.] Dryden 
libBMlf oouM iiot have ^pxesied tlUa idea better, <» more 
musieaiiy.— They that have purged ear», will know, with- 
<mt bcAsg told, ttiat ^e Ttociiee^ in tl&e fourth plaee, fliough 
afdnat rule, ha«, on this oecatioB, a better eflbet than tiie 
lambua would have haA^-^Burd. 

t Varieties too regular for chance.] Judidovalf aiUei> 
19 «iqw0ft tli» 4)CM>ti0 pirindi^M otl^ CfA|SiMA»<«-t¥N^- 



56 cowlsy'b essays. 

What drives the chariot on of winter's light. 
And stops the lazy waggon, of the night. 
Bat, if my dull and frozen blood deny 
To send forth spirits, that raise a so<il so high; 
In the next place,-let woods and rivers be 
My qniet, though Ingiorioas, destiny. 
In life's cool vale let jny low scene be laid ; 
Cover me, gods, with Tempe's thidiest shade. 
Happy the man, I grant, thrice happy he. 
Who can through gross effects their causes see : 
Whose courage from the deeps of knowledge springs, 
Nor vidnly fears inevitable things ; 
But does his walk of virtue calmly go 
Through all the alarms of death and hell below.* 
Happy I but, next such conquerors, happy they. 
Whose humble life lies not in fortune'8 way. 
They nnconcem'd, from their safe distant seat 
Behold the rods and sceptres of the great. 
The quarrels of the mighty without fear, • - 

And the descent of foreign troops they hear. 
Nor can ev'n Rome their steady course misguide, 
^With all the lustre of her perishing pride. 

• —hell below.] He11« for the grave, in whidi lenae the 
word is generally used by the tranalatort of the Old Test*- 
ment. He would say. That death and the grave, inevitable 
things, as he calls than, have no terrors for the good man, 
for him, 

f « — wwho does his walk of virtue go—** 

sueh a man, having nothing to fear firom death, if it be a 
state of insensibility, and much to hope, if it be Uie passage 
ODly to a fiiture existence. So sagely has our ChristiaB 
poet conmsted the libertinism of his Pagan and Epicuiean 
original, who thought nothing of opposing the walk of vir- 
tue, tohi^-* 

— ** metus omnes, strepitumque Acherontis avari.*— Html. 
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Them never yet did stHfe or avarice draw 
Into the noisy markets of the law. 
The camps of gowned war ; nor do they live 
By rules of fdrms, that many madmen give. 
Daty for nature's bounty they repay^ 
And her sole laws religiously obey. 

Some with bold labour plough the faithless main. 
Some rougher storms in princes' courts sustain. 
Some swell up thdr slight sails with popular (iame, 
Charm'd with the foolish whistlings of a name.* 
Some their vain wealth to earth again commit ; ' 
With endless cares some brooding o'er it sit. 
Country and Mends are by some wretches sold. 
To lie on T^an beds, and drink in gold ; 
No price too high for profit can be shown ; 
Not brother's blood, nor hazards of their own. 
Around the world in search of it they roam. 
It makes ev*n their antipodes their home. 
Meanwhile, the prudent husbandman is found. 
In mutual duties striving with his ground, 
^ And half the year he care of that does take, 
' Hiat half the year grateful returns does make. 
Each fertile month does some new gifts present. 
And with new work his industrylcontent. 
This the young lamb, that the soft fleece doth 

yield; 
This loads "vnth hay, and that with com the field ; 
All sorts of fruit crown the rich autumn's pride : 
And on a swelling hill's warm stony aide, 

■ 

• Charm'd with the foolish whistlings of a name.] 

«' Or ravith'd with the whistling of a name.'* 

Pope, Essay on Man, It. 98V. 

d2 
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The powBtftil prinody pun^ of therine. 
Twice 4yed with the redoubled Ma« does shine. 
In the evening to a Mr eiiMini; day, 
Willi joy he aeca his flocks and kids to play ; 
And loaded kine about his eottage stand. 
Inviting with Imown sound the milker's hand : 
And when from wholesome labour he doth oome. 
With wishes to be there, and wish'd for home. 
He meets at door the softest human Uisses, 
His chaste wife's welcome, and dear diildren'f 

kisses. 
When any rural holydays innte 
His genius forth to innocent ddight. 
On earth's Mr bed, beneath some sacred shade. 
Amidst his equal friends carelessly laid. 
He sings thee, Bacchus, patron of the vine ; 
The beeches bowl foams with a flood of wine. 
Not to the loss of reason, or of strength : 
To active games %nd manly sport, at length. 
Their mirth ascends, and vnth fill'd veins they see 
Who can the best at better trials be. 
From such the old Hetmrian virtue rose ; 
Such was the life the prudent Sabines diose : 
Such, Remus and the god, his brother, led $ 
From such firm fooUng Borne grew the world's hoMU 
Such was the life that, ev'n till now, does raise 
The honour of poor Saturn's golden days t 

• ^worM's head.] After this line, in the original, it ii 
serted tlie fbUowing— 

** Septemque una sibi muro drcumdedit ireei"-- 

omitted tyy Hxt trandator, either aa not leeing the ftwee an 
propriety of it, or «• not eonertving haw tirfs addition t 
the iNMld*a head ocnild be made to look oonfidenble in t' 
eyei of the common readecir-Hurd. 
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before men, bom'Of earthy and buried there, 
jex in itie sea their moitai £atete share : 
lefore new ways of peiiihiiig were sought, 
kfore luukilfal deaih on aii?ils wroag^t : 
kfore those beasts, whidt hmaaii life sfastain, 
\j men, onless to the god»' use, were slain. 



HOR. EPOD. ODE II. 



Happy the man, whom bonnteous gods allow 
n^ith his own hands paternal groands to plough ! 
Uke the first golden mortals happy, he, 
from business and the cares of money free ! 
No haman storms break off at land his sleep ; 
N^ loud aUurms of nature on tiie deep : 
From all the dieats of law he \xns secure, 
N<nr does the affironts of palaces endure ; 
Scwnetimes, the beauteous marriageable vine 
He to the lusty bridegroom elm does join ; 
SomeUmes he lops the barren trees around. 
And .graits new Kle into the fruitAil wound ; 
Som^imes he shears his flock, and somellraes he 
Stores up the golden treasures (tf the bee. 
He sees his lowing herds walk o'er the plain. 
Whilst neighbouring hills low back to them again ; 
And vben the season, rich as well As gay. 
All her iutnmnal bounty does display. 
How is be pleased the increasing^ use to see 
Of his wellomsted labours bend the tree ! 
Of whidb large shares, on the glad saeised ^^1%^ 
Hejiw to fiieada, and to the fso^i«|k<p^. 
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With how much joy does he, heneath some shadi^ 

By aged trees' revereiMl embraces made. 

His careless head on the fresh greea recline, . 

His head uncharged with fear or with 4esign. 

By him a river constantly complains. 

The birds above rejoice with various strains. 

And in the solemn scene their orgies keep, 

Lil^e dreams, mix'd with the gravity of sleep ; 

Sleep, which does always there for entrance wait. 

And nought within against it shuts the gate. 

Nor does the roughest season of the sky. 
Or sullen Jove, all sports to him deny. 
He runs the mazes of the nimble hare. 
His well-mouth'd dogs' glad concert rends the ur ; 
Or with game bolder, and rewarded more. 
He drives into a toil the foaming boar : 
Here flies the hawk to assault, and there the net. 
To intercept the travailing fowl, is set ; 
And all his malice, all his craft, is shown 
In innocent wars,* on beasts and birds alone. 
This is the life from all misfortunes free. 
From thee, the great one, tyrant Love, from thee; 
And if a chaste and clean, though homely, wife 
Be added to the blessings of this life. 
Such as the ancient sun-burnt Sabines were. 
Such as Apulia, frugal still, does bear. 
Who makes her children and the house her care. 
And joyfully the work of life does share. 
Nor thinks herself too noble or too fine 
To pin the sheep-fold or to milch the kine ; 
Who waits at door against her husband come 
From rural duties, late and wearied home, 

•josoeent wan.] Iimocent, ke meansj in compariaon 
with wan on his own kind^ 
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Where she receives him with a kind embrace, 
A cheerful firey'aad a more cheerful face ; 
And fiJla the bowl up to her homely lord. 
And with domestic plenty loads the board ; 
Not all the lustful shell-fish of the sea, 
Dress*d by the wanton hand of luxury. 
Nor ortolans nor godwits, nor the rest 
Of costly names that glorify a feast. 
Are at the princely tables better cheer. 
Than lamb and kid, lettuce and olives, here. 



THS COUNTRY MOUS^. 
. A Pani^irafte wpon Horace, Book II. Sat. vi. 

At the large foot of a fair hollow tree. 
Close to plough'd ground, seated commodiously> 
His ancient and hereditary house. 
There dwelt a good substautial country mouse ; 
Frugal, and grave, and careful of the main. 
Yet one who once did nobly entertafn 
A city mouse, well coated, sleek, and gay, 
A mouse of high degree, which lost his way» 
Wantonly walking forth to take the air^ 
And arrived early, and belighted there,* 
For a day's lodging : the good hearty host, 
(The ancient plenty of his hall to boast) 
Did all the stores produce, that might excite. 
With various tastes, the courtier's appetite. 

* — 4i^ht«d there.] A humorously formed word, in al« 
luakm to benighted ; to be overtaken by light, being to a 
. mouse, nrhoae journey of 'course w pettonmedL Vn Wsfe ^»a>«--. 
wbMt the being overtaken by night it to «^ t»sa» ^V<i \sw«<fi«^ 
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Fitches and beans; peason, and oats, and wheat. 

And a large chestnut, the delicious meat 

Which Jore himself, were he a moose, would eat. 

And, for a kaut goit, there was miz'd with these 

The swerd of bacon, and the coat of cheese : 

The precious reliqnes, which at harrest, he 

Had gather'd from the reaper's luxury. 

** Freely {said he) fell on, and never spare ; 

The bounteous gods will for to-morrow care.* " . . 

And thus at ease, on beds of straw they lay^ 

And to their genius sacrificed the day : 

Yet the nice guest's Epicurean mind, 

(Though breeding made him civil seem and kind) 

Despised this country feast ; and still his thought 

Upon the cakes and pies of London wrought. 

" Your bouuty and civility, (sidd he) 

Which I'm surprised in these rude "parts to see, 

Shews^that the gods have given you a mind 

Too noble for the fete which here you find. 

Why should a soul, so virtuous and so great. 

Lose itself thas in an obscure retreat ? 

Let savage beasts lodge in a Country den ; 

You should see townS, and manners know, and men ; 

And taste the generous luxury of the court. 

Where all the nuce of quality resort ; 

Where thousand beauteous shes about you move,- 

And, by high fare, are pliant made to love. 

We all, ere long, must render up our breath ; 

No cave or hole can shelter us from death. 

** Since life is so uncertain, and so short, 
Mt's spend it all in feasting and in sport. 
Come, worthy sir, come with me, and partake 
All the great things that mortals happy make/* 

Alas, what virtue hath sufficient arms 
To oppose bright honour, and soft pleasure's chanas ? 
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What wisdom can their magic force repel ? 
It draws this reverend hermit from his ceil. 
It was the time, when witty poets tell, 
*' That Phoebus into Thetis' bosom fell : 
She blush'd at fir^t, and then pat out the light. 
And drew the modest-cnitains of the night." 
-Plainly the troth to tdl, the sun was set. 
When to the town our wearied travellers get,* 
To a lord's house, as lordly as can be. 
Made for the -use of pride and luxury. 
They come ; the gentle courtier at the door 
Stops, and will hardly enter in before. 
** But 'tis, ur, your command, and being so, 
Pm sworn to obedience ;" and so in they go. 
Behind a hai^ng in a spacious room, 
(The richest work of Mortlacke's nobi^loom) 
They wsdt awhile their wearied limbs to rest, ^ 
im silence should invite them to their feast. 
*' About the hour that Cynthia'^i silver light f 
Had touch'd the pale meridies of the night ;" 

*— our WMtned tm^i«Ucn get.] He totgot his own idea of 
a move's Journey, by nigfat : nay, be forgot that such, too, 
was his author's idea* 

— " urbis aventes 
** Moenia noctumi surrep^re — ** — Hurd. 

t About the hour that Cynthia's silver light.] These two 
lines on midnight, and the three, above, on sim^setting, 
are a fine ridicule on the prevailing taste of poetry at that 
time, as appears trom the introduction. 



witty poets tell—" 

and therefore, unluckily, on his own taste, when he wrote 
(as he often did, and as the best poets are apt to do) for pre- 
sent fame and reputation.—Aurrf. 
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At last, the various supper being done. 
It happened that the company was gone • 
Into a room remote, servants and all« 
To please their noble fancies with a ball. 
Our host leads forth his stranger, and does find. 
All fitted to the bounties of his mind. 
Still on the table half-fill*d dishen stood. 
And with delicious bits the floor was strew'd. 
The courteous mouse presents him with the best. 
And both with fat varieties are bless'd ; 
The industrious peasant every where does range. 
And thanks the gods for his life's h^py change. 
Lo ! in the midst of a well-freighted pie. 
They both at last glutted and wanton lie. 
When, see the sad reverse of prosperous fate. 
And what fierce storms on mortal glories wait ! 
With hideous noise, down the rude;, servants come, 
Six dogs before run barlcing into the room ; 
The wretched glutens fly with wild affright. 
And hate the fulness which retards their fli^t. 
Our trembling peasant wishes now in y^n. 
That rocks and mountains cover'd him again. 
Oh how the change of his.pOor life he cursed ! 
" This, of all lives (said he) is sure the worst. 
Give me ^gain, ye gods, my cave and wood : 
With peace, let tares and acorns be my food.' 



** 
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Paraphrase upon the lOth EpUtleo/the Fint Booh 

of Horace, 

HORACE TO FUSCUS AR1STIU8. 

Health, from the \w& of the country, me. 
Health, to the lover of the city, thee ; 
A difFiereoce in oar souls, this only proves ; 
In all things elBe, we agree like married doves. 
But the warm uest and crowded dove-house thou 
Dost like ; Iloosely fly from bough to bough. 
And rivers drink, and all the shining day 
Upon fair trees or mossy rocks I play ; 
In fine, I Jive and reign, when I retire 
From all that yon equal with heaven admire. 
Like one at last fitNR the priest's service fled. 
Loathing the honied cakes, I long- for bread. 
Would I a house for happiness erect, - 
Nature alone should be the architect ; 
She'd build it more convenient than great. 
And doubtless in the country choose her seat. 
Is there a j^ace doth better helps supply. 
Against the wounds of winter's cruelty ? 
Is there an air that gentlier does assuage 
llie mad celestial dog's, or lion's rage ? 
Is it not there that sleep- (and only there) 
Nor noise without, nor cares within, does fear ? 
Does art through pipes a purer water bring. 
Than that which nature strsuns into a spring ? 
Can all your tapestries, or your pictures, show 
More beauties than in herbs and flowers do grow I 
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Fountains and trees our wearied pride do please, 
Ev'n in the midst of gilded palaces. 
And in your towns that prospect gives delight, 
Wliich opens round the country to our sight. 
Men to the good, from which they rashly fly. 
Return at last ; and their wild luxury 
Does but in vain with those true joys contend. 
Which nature did to mankind recommend. 
Tlic man who changes gold for bumishVl hrait. 
Or small right gems for larger ones of glas4> 
Iti^not, at length, more certain t6 be made 
Ridiculous, and wretched by the trade. 
Than he, who sells a solid good, to buy 
The painted goods of pride and vanity. 
If thou be wise, no glorious fortune choose. 
Which 'tis but p{dn to keep, yet grief to lose. 
For, when we place ev*n trifles in the heart. 
With trifles, too, unwillingly we part,* 
An humble roof, plun bed, and homely board. 
More clear, untainted pleasures do afford, 
Thau all the tumult of vain greatness brings 
To kings, or to the favourites of kings, t 
The homed deer, by nature arro'd so well. 
Did wkh the horse in common pasture dwell s 
And when they fought, the field it always wai 
Till the ambitious horse begg'd help of man, 

• [For, when we plaoe. &e.}— He gives the r 
Horace, 

" — li quid mirabere, pones 

but in a turn of phraie and verse mote toue 
though iioniewhat paraphrastieal, not less elesra 
t Pope, Essay on Man, iv. 80$. 
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Aud took the bridle, and thenceforth did reign 
Bravely alone, as lord of all the plain : 
But never after could the rider get 
From o£f his back, or from bis mouth the bit. 
So they, who poverty too much do fear. 
To avoid that wdght, a greater burden bear ; 
That they might power above their equals have, 
To cruel masters they themselves enslave. 
For gold, their liberty eicchanged we see. 
That fairest flower, which crowns hnmahity.f 
And all this mischief does upon them light. 
Only because they know not how, aright. 
That great, but secret, happiness to prize. 
That's laid up in a little, for the wise : 
That is the best and easiest estate. 
Which to a man sits close, but not too strsut. 
'Tis like a shoe ; it pinches, and it burns. 
Too narrow ; and too large, it overturns. 
My dearest Mend, stop thy desires at last, 
Aud cheerfully enjoy the wealth thou hast. 
And, if me still seeking for more yon see. 
Chide and reproach, despise and laugh at me. 
Money was made, not to command our will. 
But all our lawful pleasures to fulfil. 
Shame and wo to us, if we our wealth obey ; 
The horse doth with the horseman run away. 

* That fairest flower, whidi crowns huinanity.}>-The 
poet, as usual, expresses his own feeling: but he does 
more, he expresses it very classically. The allusion is to 
the ancirat custom, of wearing wreaths or garlands of 
flowers, on any occasion of Joy and festivity. Of these 
flowers (taken in the sense of pleasures, of whidi they were 
. tile emblems) the ftdrest, says he, that crowns the happy 
nan, is Ubatf^^Hurd. 
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the country life. 
Lib. IV. Plantanam. 

Bless'd be the man (and bleas'd he is) whom e'er 
(Placed far out of the roads of hope or fear) 
A little field, and little garden, feeds : 
The field gives all that frugal nature needs ; 
The wealthy garden liberaUy bestows 
All she can ask, when she luxurious grows. 
The specious inconveniences, that wait 
Upon a life of business, and of state. 
He sees (nor does the sight disturb his rest) 
By fools desired, by wicked men posscss'd* 
Thus, thus (and this deserved great VirgiPs praise) 
The old Corycian yeoman pass'd his days ; 
Thus his wise life Abdolonymus spent : 
The ambassadors, which the great emperor sent 
To offer him a crown, with wonder found 
The reverend gardener howing of his ground : 
Unwillingly, and slow, and discontent. 
From his loved cottage, to a throne he went ; 
* And oft he stopp*d in his triumphant way. 
And oft look'd back, and oft was heard to say. 
Not without sighs, *' Alas, I there forsake 
A happier kingdom than I go to take !" 
Thus Aglaiis (a man unknown to men. 
But the gods knew and therefore loved him then)* 

• —loved him then.] — Emphatically, then; i. e;. wbmi 

unknown to men: for- here lay the w<mder (to whieh the 

poet, by hit following ttory, would reconcile ua), that an. 

obeeure man should be the ftvourite <^ heaven, <»>, i^ thu 

fy^ of true wisdom, de«erv« to Xie teevL\Kd.ba,^!s^^-*fii<rd. 
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Thus lived obscurely then without a name, 
Aglaiis, now consigned to eternal fame. 
For Gyges, the rich king, wicked and great. 
Presumed, at wise Apollo's Delphic seat 
Presumed, to ask, " Oh thou, the whole word's eye, 
Seest thou a man that happier is than I ?^ 
The god, who scom'd to flatter man, replied, 
^^ Aglaiis happier is." But Gyges cried, 
In a proud rage, " Who can that Aglaiis be ? 
We have heard, as yet, of no such king as he." 
And true it was, through the whole earth around 
No king of such a name was to be found. ^ 
** Is some old hero of that name alive. 
Who his high race does from the gods derive ? 
Is it some piighty general, that has done 
Wonders in fight, and god>like honours won ? 
I3 it some man of endless wealth," said he ? 
" None, none of these." " Who can this Aglaiis^be?'* 
After longr search and vain inquiries pass'd. 
In an obscure Arcadian vale at last, 
(The Arcadian lif^ hs^ always shady* been) 
Near Sopho's town (which he but once had seen)- 
Tliis Aglaiis, who monarchs' envy drew. 
Whose happiness the gods stood witness to. 
This! mighty Aglaiis, was labouring found. 
With his own hands, in his own little ground. 
So, gracious God,f (if it may lawful be ~ 
Among those foolish gods to mention thee) 

• —always shady, p— A well chosen word, implying, at 
OBoe, repose and obscurity. — Hurd, 

f So» gnunous God, A;e.]— These concluding eight fines 
ne written in the author's best manner, which is (as I have 
several times observed), when he expresses his own feeling, 
along with his ideas.— .JETur^f. 
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So let me act, on snch a private itage, 
The last dull seepes of my dedining age ; 
After long toils and voyages in Tain, 
This quiet port let my toss'd vessel gain ; 
Of heavenly rest, this earnest to me lend. 
Let my life sleep, and learn to love her end.* 



V, THE GARDEN. 

To Jehn Evelpn^ Esquire. 

I NEVER had any other desire so strong and so '. 
to covetonsness, as that one which I have had 
ways, that I might be master at last of a si 
liouse and Uurge garden, with very nxMlerate c 
veuiences joined to them ; and there dedicate 
remainder of tiiy life only to the ctdtUFC of tb 
and study of nature ; 

And there (with no design beyond my wall) whole 

entire to lie. 
In no unactive ease, and no unglorious poverty. 

Or, as Virgil has said, shorter and better for 
that I might there 

'* sCudiis ilorero ignoMlis oCt :" f 

(though I could wish that be had ratlier a 
*' Nobilis oti," when he spolte of his own.) 

• [—love h«r 6Bd.>^ e. death, of whieh dwp ia 
image. 
/ Virg. Georg. iv. 564. 
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several acddents of my ill fortune have disappointed 
me hitherto, and do still, of that felicity ; for though 
I have made the first and hardest step to it, by 
abandoning all ambitions and hopes in this world, 
and by retiring from the noise of all business and 
almost company, yet 1 stick still in the inn of a 
hired house and garden, among weeds and rubbish ^ 
and without thsU; pleasantest work of human indus- 
try, the improvement of something which we call 
(not very properly, but-yet we call) our owik Pam 
gone out from Sodom, but I am not yet arrived at 
my little Zoar. ** O let me escape thither (is it not 
a Uttle one ?) and my soul shall live." I do not look 
back yet ; but I have been forced t^ stop, and make 
too many halts. You may wonder, sir, (for this 
seems a little too extravagant and Pindarical for 
prose) what I mean by all this preface $ it is to let 
you know, that though I have missed, like a chemist, 
my great end, yet I account my affections and en- 
deavours well rewarded by something that I have 
met with by the by ; which is, that they have pro- 
cured to me some part in your kindness and esteem ; 
and thereby the honour of having my name so ad- 
vantageously recommended to posterity, by the epis- 
tle you are pleased to prefix to the most useful book 
that has been written in that kind,* and which is 
to last as long as months and year's. 

Among many other arts and excellences which 
you enjoy, I am glad to find this favourite of mine 

• -r4he mott tueftil book that has been written in that 
kind.]— Mr. Evelyn's <' Kalendarittm Horteose," dedicated 
to Mr. Cowley. The title explains the propriety of the 
compliment, that this book was to last as long as months 
and yeax§*^Surd, 
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Hie fiiirest garden in her laokg^ 
And in her mind the wifest boolis. 
41, who would change these 8ofr, yet soUd joyB, 
. For empty shows, and senseless noise. 
And all M^ich rank ambition breeds, 
Hiicb seem such beauteous flowers, and are such 
poisoDons weeds ? 

II. 

fhok God did man to his own tikeness make, 
m mmtk jw day, though of the purest Idnd, 

By the great potter's art refined, 

Co^d the cUvine impresidon take. 

He Uionght it fit to phice him, where 

A kq^ of heaven too did appear, 
Is iAr as farth could such a likeness bear : 

That man no happiness might want, 
trhich earth to her first master could afford. 

He did a garden for him plant 
ly the quick hand of his omnipotent word. 
is the chief help and joy of human life, 
ie gave him the first gift ; first, er'n before a wife. 

III. 

'or God, the universal aicbllect, 

'T had been as easy to erect 
V Louvre or Escurial,.or a tower 
rhat might with heaven communkaUon hold, 
U Babel, vainly thought to do of <dd h 

He wanted not the skill or power ; 

In the world's fabric those were shown, 
Vnd the materia were all iris own. 
lot well he knew, what place would best afpree 
Vlth Innocenee, aod with felidt^ •. 



J 
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And we elsewhere still seek for them in vain ; 

If any part of either yet remain. 

If any part of either we expect. 

This may our judgment in the search diiect ; 

God the first garden made, and the first city C 



IV. 



O blessed shades ! O gentle cool retreat 
From all the immoderate heat. 

In which the frantic world does bum and swei 

This does the lion-star, ambition's rage ; 

This avarice, the dog-star's thirst assoage ; 

Every where dbse their fotal power we see. 

They make and rule man's wretched destiny : 
They neither set, nor disappear. 
But tyrannize o'er all the year ; 

Whilst we ne'er feel their flame or inflaence I 
The birds that dance from bough to botig 
And sing above in every tree. 
Are not from fears and cares more free. 

Than we, who lie, or sit, or walk below. 
And should by right be singers too. 

What prince's choir of music can excel 

That, which within this shade does dwell 
To which we nothing pay or give : 
They, like all other poets, live 

Without reward, or thanks for their obliging p 
"lis well if they become not prey : 

The whistling winds add their less artfU stra 

And a grave bass the murmuring fov&taSns p 

Nature does all this harmony bestow. 

But to our plants, art's music too. 
The pipe, theorbo^ and ^\\xt nt« onv«. 
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rhe late iUelf, which once was green and mute. 
When Orpheus strook the inspired lute. 
The trees danced round, and understood 
By sympathy the voice of wood. 

V. 

liese are the spells, that to kind sleep invite, 
Lnd nothing does^within resistance make. 

Which yet we moderately take ; 

Who would not choose to be awake, 
Hiile he's encompassed round with such delight^ 
b the ear, the nose, the touch, the taste, and sight? 
IThen Venus would her dear Ascanius keep * 
L prisoner in the downy hands of sleep, 
he odorous herbs and flowers beneath him spread, 

-As the most soft and sweetest bed : 
fot her own lap would more have charm'd his head, 
/ho, that has reason, and his smell, 
/ould not among roses and jasmine dwell, ^ 

Rather than all his spirits choke 
/ith exhalations of dirt and smoke. 

And all the uncleanness, which does drown, 
1 pestilential clouds, a popiUous town ? 
he earth itself breathes better perfumes here, 
han all the female men, or women, there, 
ot without cause, about them bear. 

VI. 

lien Epicoms to the world had taught, 
Hiat pleanire was the cUefest good, 

• Yiig. Mn, i. GOS. 
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(And was, perhaps, i'th* right,* if rightly understood) 
His life he to his doctrine brought, 

And in a garden's shade that sovereign pleasure 
sought : 

Whoever a true epicure would be. 

May there find cheap and virtuous luxury. 

VitelUus's table, which did hold 

Afi many creatures as the ark of old ; 

That fiscal table, to which every tlay 

All countries did a constant tribute pay. 

Could nothing more delicious aflfbrd 

Than nature's liberality, / 

Help'd with a little art and industry. 

Allows the meanest gardener's board. 

The wanton taste no fish or fowl cam choose. 

For which the grape or melon she would lose ; 

Though all the inhabitants of sea and air 

Be listed in the glutton's bill of fare. 
Yet still the fruits of earth we see 

Placed the third storyf high in all her luxury. 

VII. 

But with no sense the garden does comply. 
None courts or flatters, as tt does the eye.X 

* [ — was, perhaps, i'th* rig^t.] The author had seen 
Oaasendi's fine work on this sul^ect — Hurd. 

t [Placed the third itory.] i. e. in the dessert, which 
stands as the third story in Uie fabric of modem luxury. 

% But with no sense the garden does comply. 

None courts or flatten, as it does the eye.]-^ little ob> 
icurely expressed. The meaning is-^The garden gratifies 
no sense, it courts and flatters none, so mudi aa it does the 
eye.— JSurtf. 
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^n the great Hebrew king did almost strain 
he wondrous treasures of his weafth and brainy 
is royal southern guest to entertain ; 
Though she on silfer floors did tread, 
nth bright Assyrian carpets on them spread. 

To hide the metal's poTerty ; 
Though she look'd up to roofe of gold. 
And nought around her could behold; 

But silk and rich embroidery. 

And Babylonish tapestry. 
And wealthy Hiram's princely dye ; 
hoagh Ophir's starry stones met every where her 

eye; 
hoogh she herself and her gay host were dressed 
^th all the shining glories of the East ; 
lien slarish art her costly work had done. 
The honour and the prize of bravery 
'as by the garden from the palace won ; 
id every rose and lily there did stand 
Better attired by nature's hand :* 
e case thus judged against the lung we see, 
one, that would not be so rich, though wiser for 
than he. 

VIII. 

does this happy place only dispense 

:ii various pleasures to the sense $ 

^lere health itself does live, 
wit of life, which does to all a relish give, 
nding pleasure, and intrinsic wealth, 
ody's v^e, and the soul's good fortune, 
liealth. 

• ikatUi. Tl. C9» 
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The tree of life, when it in Eden stood. 

Did its immortal head to heaven rear ; 

It lasted a tall cedar, till the flood ; 

Now a small thorny shrub it does appear ; 
Nor will It thrive too every where : 
It always here is freshest seen; 
*Tis only here an ever-green. 
If, through the strong and beauteous fenc 
Of temperance and innocence, 

And wholesome labours, and a quiet mind. 
Any diseases passage find. 
They must not think here to assail 

A land unarmed, or without a guard ;, 

They roust fight for it, and dispute it hard. 
Before they can prevail : 
Scarce any plant is growing here. 

Which against death some weapon does not 
Let cities boast, that they provide 
For life the ornaments of pride ; 
But His the country and the field. 
That furnish it with staff and shield.* 



IX. 



Where does the wisdom and the power divi] 
In a more bright and sweet reflection shine 
Where do we finer strokes and colours see 
Of the Creator's real poetry. 

Than when we with attention look 
Upon the third day's volume of the book ? 



* — ttaffand shield.] i. e. bread and physic; fhc 
to suatian man's life, and the latter, to guard I 
disease and tickneaa, . 
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If we could open and intend oar eye. 

We all, like Moses, should espy 
£v*n in a bush the radiant Deity. 
But we despise these his inferior ways 
(Though no less full of miracle and praise) *. 

Upon the flowers of heaven we gaze ; ^ 

The stars of earth* no wonder in us raise. 

Though these perhaps do more than they 
The life of mankind sway. 
Although no part of mighty nature be 
More stored with beauty, power, and mystery . 
Yet, to encourage human industry, 
God has so ordered, that no other part 
Such space and sudi dominion leaves for art, 

X. 

We no where art do so triumphant see; 

As when it grafts or buds the tree: 
In other things we count it to escel, 
(f it a docile scholar can appear 
To nature, and but imitate her well : 
It over-rules, and is her master here. 

* — flowers of heaven — staiB of earth.] A poetical con- 
version, much to the taste of Mr. Cowley; but the prettier 
and easier, because many plants and flowers are of a radiate 
form, and are called stars, not in the poet's vocabulary only, 
but in that of the botanist and florist: asj on the other 
hand, the stars of heaven^— 

•* Blushing in bright diversities of day"— 

as the poet says of the garden's ** bloomy bed," very natu- 
rally present tiiemselTes under the idea« and take the naatie 
of Oometi^—Hurd, 
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It imitates her Maker's power divine. 

And changes her sometimes, and somedmes does 

refine:, 
It does, nice grace, the fiUlen tree restore 
To its bless'd state of Paradise befcyre. 
Who would not joy to see his conqnerihg hand 
O'er all the vegetable world command ; 
And the wild giants of the wood reoeire 

What law he's pleased to give ? 
He bids the ilUnatnred crab produce 
The gentler apple's winy jnice ; 

The golden fmit, that worthy is 

Of Oalatea!s purple kivs ;* 

He does the savage hawthorn teach 

To bear the medlar and the pear ; 

He bids the rustic plum to rear 

A noble trunk, and be a peach. 

Ev'n Daphne's coyness he does moek. 

And weds the cherry to her stock. 

Though she refused Apollo's soit. 

Ev'n she, that chaste and virgin tree, 

Now wonders at herself, to see 
That she's a mother made, and blushes in her frnit. 

XI. 

Methinks, I see great Dioclesian widk 
In the Saloniaii garden's noble shade. 
Which by his own imperial hands was made : 
I see him smile, methinks, as he does talk 

-^hat worthy is of Oalalw's purple Um.] An IdM 
•iTcd and •xpcwwd in tiM bMk nuMUMr oC Wirfr 
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With the ambassadors, who come in vain. 

To entice him to a throne again. 
'' If I, my friends (said he) should to yon show 
AU the delights, which in these gardens grow ; 
'lis likelier much, that you should with me st^. 
Than 'tis that you should carry me away : 
And trust me not, my friends, if every day 

I walk not here with more delight. 
Than ever, after the most happy sight. 
In triumph, to th6 Capitol, I rode. 
To thank the gods, and to be thought, myself, al- 
most a god. 



VI. OF GREATNESS. 



" Since we cannot attain to greatness," says the 
Siear de Montagne,* " let us have our revenge 
by railing at it :** this he spoke but in jest. I be* 
lieve he desired it no more than I do, and had leas 
reason ; for he enjoyed so plentiful end honourable 
a fortune in a most excellent country, as allowed 
him all the real- conveniences of it, separated and 
purged from the incommodities. If I were but in 
his condition, I should think it hard measure, with- 

• The Sieur dfe Moatagaf and Mr. Cowley am our two 
gvMt models of enay-writing. Both have thk meritt that 
they paint thetntelve», ttieir own diaracCen and humoun: 
and thiu fiir the leMmblanee holds. Buttbe Frandi eisayUt. 
drew his own piotuxe out of Tanity, and a prepoeteroue 
one too, as the likenws does him no honour; our amiable 
cottntryninn gave us his, out of die ahundanoe of • good 
heart, whidi overflowed with all the sentimenti of proWtYx 
and virtue.— Ifunf* 
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out being convinced of any crime, to be sequestered 
from it, and made one of the principal officers of 
state. Bnt the reader may think that what I now 
say is of small authority, because I never was, nor 
ever shall be, put to the trial : I can therefore only 
make my protestation. 

If ever I more riches did desirie 
Than cleanliness and quiet do require : 
If e'er amUtion did my fimey dieat* 
With any wisli. to mean as to be great. 
Continue, Heaven, still firom me to remove 
The hmnble blessings of that life I love.' 

I know very many men will despise, and some 
pity me, for this humour, as a poor-spirited fellow : 
but I am content ; and, like Horace, thank God for 
being so. 

'* D) bene fecetunt, inopis me quodque pusiUi 
Finxerunt animi.^f 

I confess^ I love littleness almost in all things. 
A little convenient estate, a little cheerful boose, a 
Httle company, aiid a very little feast; and, if I 
were ever to fall in love agtun (which is a great 
passion, and therefore I hope t have done with it,) 

* If e'er ambition, &c] Why are these verses in every 
one*s mouth, but because they are the language of the 
heart? If writers would consult thdr invehtieB leas, ahd 
their honest aflSbetiotts mote, ttiey would be limger lived 
than tiley generally lure. What a great poet said, dotingly, 
to bis mistress, should have been addressed to one of his 
own pn^ession : — 
" Ah, firiend; to daade let the vain derignt 

To raise the thought, -and toodi the hitert, be thine.**— 

Pope* 
t 1. Sat iv. 17. 
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it woald be, I think, with prettiness, rather thau 
with m^eetical beaaty. I woald neither wish that 
my mistress nor my fortune should be a bona roba, 
"nor, as Homer uses to describe his beauties, like a 
daughter of great Jupiter for the stateliness and 
largeness of her person ; but, as Lucretius says, 

** Parvola, pumilio« Xet^Tot* fuo^ tota meramial.''* 

Where there is one man of this, I bdiere there 
are a thousand of Senecio's mind, whose ridiculous 
affectation of grandeur Seneca the elder f describes 
to this effect : ** Senecio was a man of a turbid and 
ooofiised wit, who could not endure to speeds toy 
but mighty words and sentences, till this humour 
grew at last intp so notorious a habit, or rather 
disease, as became the sport of the whole town : 
lie would have no servants, but huge, massy fel- 
lows ; no plate or household-stuff, but thrice as big 
as the fashion : you may believe me, (for I speak it 
without raillery,) his extravagancy came at last into 
sttdi a madness, that he would not put on a pair of 
shoes, each of which was not big enough for botli 
his feet : he would eat nothing but what was great, 
uor toueh any fruit but horse-plums and pound- 
pears : he kept a concubine, that was a very giant- 
ess, and made her walk too always in chiopins ; till 
at last, he got the surname of Senecio Orandio, 
which Messala ssdd, was not his cognomen, but his 
C0gnomentum, When he declaimed for the three liuu- 
dred Lacedaemonians, who alone opposed Xerxes's 

• Lucr. w. ll&S. 
t Soaioiiarum Uber. Sum. 11. 
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army of above three hundred thoasand, lie stref di- 
ed out bis arms, and stood on tiptoes, that he might 
appear the taller, and cried out, in a Tcry loud 
voice, * I r^mce, 1 rf;|oice.' — We wondered, I 
remember, what new great fortune bad befallen his 
eminence. * Xerxes,' says he, *■ is all mine own. 
He who took away the sight of the sea with the 
canvass veils of so many ships' — and then he goes 
on lio, as I know not what t» make of the rest, 
whether it be the fisult of the edition, (n* the orator^t 
own burly way of nonsense." 

This is the character that Seneca gives of this 
hypeibolical fop, whom we stand amazed sit ; aai 
yet there are very few men who are not la sooie 
things, and to seme degrees, Orandios. Is any 
thing more common, than to see our ladies of qua- 
lity wear such high shoes as they cannot walk in, 
without one to lead them ; and a gown as long 
again as thrir body, so that they cannot stir to the 
next room vrithont a page or two to hold it up? 
I may safely say, that all the ostentation of our 
grandees is, just like a train, of no use in the worid, 
but horribly cumbersome and incommodious. What 
is all this, but a spice of Grandio ? How tedious 
would this be, if we were always bound to it ! 1 
do believe there is no king, who would not rather 
be deposed, than endure every day of his reign all 
the ceremonies of his coronation. 

The mightiest princes are glad to fly often from 
these mi^dc pleasures (which is, methinks, no 
small disparagement to them) as it were for refuge, 
to the most contemptible divertisements and mean- 
est recreatioiis of the vulgar, nay, even of children. 
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One of the most powerful jmd fortimate princes * 
of the world, of late, cookl find out no delight so 
satisfactory, as the keeping of little singing birds, 
aifd hearing of them, and whistling to them. What 
did the empewn of the whole world ? If ever any 
men had ^ free and fall enjoyment of all human 
greatness (nay, that would not suffice, for they 
voald be gods too,) they certainly possessed it: 
and yet one of them,, who styled himself lord and. 
god of the earth, could not tell how to pass his 
whole day pleasantly, without spending constantly, 
two or three hours in catching of flies, and killing 
them with a bodkin, as if his godship had been 
Beelzebub.f One of his predecessors, Nero (who 
never put any bounds, nor met with any stop to his 
appetite,) could divert himself with no pastime 
more agreeable, than to run about the streets aU 
night in a disguise, and abuse the women, and 
affront the men whom he met, and sometimes to 
beat them, and sometimes to be beaten by them : 
this was one of his imperial nocturnal pleasures. 
His chiefest in the day was, to sing and play upoo 
a fiddle, in the habit of a minstrel, upon the public 
stage: be was prouder of. the garlands that were 
given to his divine voice (as they called it thed) in 
tluN^ kind of prizes, than all his forefathers were 
of their triumphs over nations : he did not at his 
death complain, that so mighty an emperor, and 

• One ot the moat powerftil and forttnmte princes.] 
Louis XIII. The duke de Luynes, the consUble of France, 
is said to liave gained the favour of this powerful and fortu> 
nate prince by training up singing-Urds for hivcU'^Anon. 

• —had been Bedwbub.] Bedielrab si^ifLct tb:^ «« Vast\ 
of mef.**— OmbA^ 
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the last of all the Cssariau race of deities, sh( 
be brought to no shamtfol and miserable an e: 
bat only cried out, " Alas ! what pity it is tha 
excellent a musician should perish in this m 
ner ! " * His uncle Claudius spent half his tiuv 
pla^n^ at dice ; and that was the main fruit of 
sovereignty. I omit the madnesses of Calign 
delights, and the execrable sordidness of those 
Tiberius. Would one think that Augustus hims 
the highest and most fortunate of mankind, a | 
son endowed too with many excellent parts of 
ture, should be so hard put to it sometimes for n 
uf recreations, as to be found playing at nuts 
bounding- stones, with little Syrian and Mooi 
boys, whose company he took delight in, for tl 
prating and their wantonness ? 

Was it for this that Rome's best blood he spilt. 
With so much fals^ood, so much guilt ? 

Was it for this that his ambition strove 

To equal Cesar, first, and after* Jove I 

Crreatness is barren sure of solid joys ; 

Her merchandise, I fear, is all in toys ; 

She could not else, sure, so uncivil be« 

To treat his universal maieetY, 
His new-created Deity, 
With nuts, and boundlng-stones, and boys. 

But we must excuse her for this meager ec 
tainment ; she has not really wherewithal to r 
j such feasts as we imagine. Her guests must be 

tented sometimes with but slender catcs, and 
the same cold meats served over and over f 
even till they become nauseous. When yov 
pared away all the yanity, wliat solid and r 



I 



• «< 



Quails artlfex peieo V*— Sue^u. ^«to. 
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contentment does there remain, which may not be 
had with five hundred pounds a year ? Not so 
many servants or horses; bnt a few good ones^ 
which will do all the bnslness as Well : not so many 
choice dishes at every meal ; but at seversil meals 
all of them, which makes them both the more 
healthy and the more pleasant : not so rich gar- 
ments, nor so frequent changes ; but as warm and 
as comely, and so frequent change too, as is every 
jot as good for the master, though not for the tid- 
lor or valet de chambre : not such a stately palace, 
nor gilt rooms, or the costliest sorts of tapestry; 
but a convenient brick house, with decent wainscot, 
and pretty forest-work hangings. Lastly (fot I 
omit all other particulars, and vfill end with that 
wldch I love most in both conditions,) not whole 
woods cut in vealks, nor vast parks, nor fountaiii, 
or cascade-gardens ; but herb, and flower, and fruit- 
gardens, which are more aseful, and the water' 
every whit as clear and wholesome, as if it datted 
from the breasts of a marble nymph, or the urn of 
a river-god. 

If^ for all this, you like better the substance of 
that former estate of life, dp but consider the inse- 
parable accidents of both : servitude, disquiet, dan- 
ger, and most commonly guilt, inherent in the one ; 
in the other, liberty, tranquillity, security, and in- 
nocence: and when you have thought upon this, 
yov will confess tlmt to be a truth which appeared 
to yon before but a ridiculous paradox ; that a low 
fortune is better guarded and attended than a 
high one. If, indeed, we look only upon the flou- 
rishing head of the tree, it appears a most beautiful 
object ; 
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** — • wdqiun^uiiTertieeadaiurM 
JBtheriM, tantttm radiee in Taitan toulit.*'* 

Ai fkr at up towards beaTen tlie brandiM grow. 
So tu the root liiikf down to hell below. 

Another horrible disgrace to greatoeat is, that i 
is for the moat part in pitiful want and distrM 
What a wonderfol thing is this I Unless it dc8» 
nerate into avarice, and so cease to be greatneK. 
It foils perpetnally into such necessities, as drive I 
into all the meanest and most sordid ways of bOP 
rowing, cozenage, and robbery : 

" Maneipiif locuples, eget crit Cappadocum Ttx.''f 

This is the case of almost all great men, as wd 
as of the poor liing of Cappadocia: they aboiui^ 
with slaves, but are indigent of money. The an* 
dent Roman emperors, who had the riches of the 
whole world for their revenue, h'od wherewithal tc 
live, one would have thought, pretty well at ease, 
and to have been exempt from the pressures of ez< 
treme poverty. But yet with most of them it wii 
much otherwise ; and they fell perpetually into sod 
miserable penury, that they were forced to devon 
or squeese most of their friends and servants, tio 
cheat with infamous projects, to ransack and piL 
lage all their provinces, lliis fashion of imperia! 
grandeur is imitated by all inferior and subordinate 
sorts of it, as if it were a point of honour. The] 
must be cheated of a third part of their estates j 
two other thirds they must expend in vanity ; ic 
that they remain debtors for all the necessary pro* 

• Yirg. Oeorg. U. sgi. 
t Hoc. I. Bp. vt 90. 
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visions of life, and have no way to Satisfy those 
debts, but ont of the succoars and supplies of ra- 
pine. " As riches increase," says Solomon, " so do 
tiie mouths that devour them."* The master 
mouth has no more than before. The owner, me- 
thinks, is like Ocnus in the fable, who is perpe- 
tually winding a rope of hay, and an ass at the end 
perpetually eating it. 

Out of these inconveniences arises naturally one 
more, which is, that no greatness can be satisfied 
or contented with itself : still, if it could mount up 
a little higher, it would be happy; if it could gain 
but that point, it would obtain all its desires ; but 
yet .at last, when it is got up to the very top of the 
PeidL of Teneriffe, it is in very great danger of break- 
ing its neck downwards, but in no possibility of 
aooending upwards into the seat of tranquillity ^ve 
the moon. The first ^ambitious men in the world, 
the (Ad giants, are said to have made an heroical 
attempt of scaling heaven in despite of the gods ; 
aad they cast Ossa upon Olympus, and Pelion upon 
Otsa : two or three mountains more, they though^ 
wimld have done their business '; but the thunder 
spoiled all the work, when they were come up to 
the third story : 

'* And what • noble plot was crooTd ! 
And what a teave design was lost r* 

A fiamous person of their oflspring, the late giant 
of our nation, when, from the condition of a vary 
Inconsiderable capUun, he had made himself lien- 
tenant-general of an army Of tittle Titans, which 
was his first mountiun; and afterwards general, 

V. 11. 
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is but a pitiful rood of ground, in comparison of the 
whole earth besides ; and this whole globe of earth , 
which we account so immense a body, is but one 
point or atom in iielation to those numberless 
worlds that are scattered up and down in the in- 
finite space of the sky which we behold. 

The other many inconveniences of gi'andeur I 
have spoken of dispersedly in several chapters ; and 
shall end this with an ode of Horace, not exactly 
copied, 'but rudely imitated. 



HORACE, LIB. lit ODE I. 
" Odi pro£uiuin vulgus,** &o* 



Hence, ye profane ! I hate ye all ; 

Both the great vulgar,* and the small. 
To virgin minds, which yet their native whiteness 

hold. 
Not yet discoloured with the love of gold^ 

(That jaundice of the soul. 
Which makes it look so gilded and so foul) 
To you, ye very few, these truths I tell : 
^rhe muse inspires my song ; hark, and observe it 
well, 

• — great vulgar.] SuceessAil poets have a ^reat authority 
over the language of their country. This happy ezpression 
of "the great vulgar** is become a part of the English 
phraseology.— -ifwrrf. 
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II. 

We look on men, and wonder at sach odds 
Twixt things that were the same by birth. 

We look on kings as giants of the earth : 

These giants are but pigmies to the gods. . 
The hnmblest bnsh and proudest oak 

Are but of equal proof against the thunder-stroke. 

Beauty, and strength, and unt, and wealth, and 
power,* 
Have their short flourishing hour : 
And love to see themselves, and smile. 

And joy in their pre-eminence awhile ; 
Even so, in the same land. 

Poor weeds, rich corn, gay flowers, together stand. 

Alas, death mows down aU with an impartial hand. 

III. 

And all ye men, whom greatness does so please. 
Ye feast, I fear, like Damocles : 
If ye your eyes tbuld upwards move, 

(Bat, ye, I fear, think nothing is above) 

Ye would perceive by what a little thread 
The sword still hangs over your head. 

No tide of wine would drown your cares ; 

No mirth or rnxuHc over-noise your fears. 

• Beauty* and itroigth, and wit, and wealth, and power.] 
Very like, in the expression, at well at sentiment, to that 
fine stanniu Mr. Gray's el^— 

*< The boast of heraldry, the pcnnp of power. 
And ail that beauty, aU that wealth e'er g^re. 
Await alike the inevitable hour. . 
TliepathB ot glory Wad but t»th« ccvr« *— fiurcT. 
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Tlie fear of death would yoa so watchful keep^ . 
As not to admit the image of it, sleep. 

IV. 

Sleep is a god too proud to wait in palaces. 
And yet so humble too, as not to scorn 

The meanest country cottages : 

** His poppy grows among the corn,"* , 

The halcyon Sleep will never build his nest 

In any stormy breast* 

Tls not enough that he does find 

Clouds and darkness in their mind ; 

Darkness but half his work will do : 
lis not enough ; he must find quiet too. 

V. 

Tlie man, who in all wishes he does make. 

Does only nature's counsel take, 
That wise and happy man will never fear 

Tlie evil aspects of the year ; 
Nor tremble, though two comets should appear \ 
He does not look in almanacs, to see 

Whether he fortunate shall be. 
Let Mars and Saturn in the heavens conjoln,f 
And what they please against t^e world design. 

So Jupiter within him shiue.| 

* Prettily fau<ded and expresMd.— fit<r<^ 

t Let Mart and Saturn in the heavens conjoin ] L e. Let 
Malice and Misfortune do their wont. / 

X So Jupiter within him thine.] i. e. So God tend him a mo- 
derate and ocmtented mind ; at reverencing that great truth 
— ]r«» Zwpnjjw TfXfiOv a»«tt9<y liiou^ xata^avMii wk^ *vvft 
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VI. 

If of your pleasures and desires dq end be foniidy 
God to your cares and fears will set no booud. 

What would content you ? who can tell ? 
Ye fear so much to lose what ye have got. 

As if ye liked it well : 
Ye strive for more^ as if ye liked it not. 

Go, lerel hills, and fill up seas ; 
Spare nought that may your wanton faoqr please 

But, trust me, when you hare done all this. 
Much will be missing stilly and much will be amUi 



VII. OF AVARICE. 



There are two sorts of avarice : the one is but o; 
bastard kind, and that is, the rapacious appetite 
gain ; not for its own sake, but for the pleasure 

Uarp^S ran ^vron. Jam. i. 17* But the ezprestlon U ] 
gan, diough the sentimeut be not, and was suggested to 1 
poet hy VizgU*« 

•' equus Mltaavit 

Jupiter •• 

or rather by that line of Perstua— 

*' Satumumque gravem nostro Jove firaagimus una." 

Sat. V. so. 
• Much will be mitting still, and much irxM be amiss.] 1 
Jingle of this line is so far fhim having an illelltet, that ' 
fivoe and pathos of the expression is increased by it. 1 
reason is» the two coReqpoading words are not allbetad 
the sake of tiie jin^, taut are the easleet and properest t 
eould be fbund to eapvaii the author's ideas t and then 
iltewttitf MNiodLoBlj isnsi to to them u^on. ua.-->tfttr4. 
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refandiug it immediately through all the channels 
of pride and luxury : the other is the true kind, and 
properly so called ; which is a restless and unsa- 
tiahle desire of riches, not for any farther end or 
use, but only to hoard, and preserve, and perpetually 
increase them. The covetous man, of the first 
kind, is like a greedy ostrich, which devours any 
metal ; but it is. with an intent to feed upon It, and 
in effect, it makes a shift to digest and excern it : 
the second is like the foolish chough, which loves 
to steal money only to hide it. The first does 
much harm to mankind ; and a little good too, to 
some few: the second does good to none, no, not 
to himself. The first can make no excuse to God, 
or angels, or rational men, for his actions : the se- 
cond can give no reason or colour, not to the devil 
himself, for what he does ; he is a slave to Mam- 
mon, vrithout wages. The first makes a shift to be 
beloved ; ay, and envied too bjr some people : the 
second is the universal object of hatred and con* 
tempt. There is no vice has been so pelted with 
good sentences, and especially by the poets, who 
have pursued it with stories, and fables', and alle- 
gories, and allusions^ and moved, as we say, every 
stone to fling at it : among all which, I do not re- 
member a more fine and gentleman-like correction, 
than that which was given it by one line of Orid :^ 

" Desunt luxuri» miilta, aTariki» omnia." 
Maeh is wantiag to luxury, aU to avarice. 

To which saying, I have a mind to add one mem 
ber, and tender it thus, ^ 

Poverty wants some, luxury manVi &v«Am iKV^ii&si^ 



I wander how It comea to pB*s that then 
never been any lair maile agf^nat him : agaiml 
do I Bay ? I mean, for him. As there are pablU 
viiioDB made for all other uiadmen, it ia verj 
Kmable that the king shonld ^point some pe 
(and ItbinktbecourtkniHonldnot beagalni 
proposition) to manage hia eatale daring hi 
(for bis heirs commonly need not that care); 
oat of it to make it their hnsiness to see, Oi 
■faoald pot (rant alimony hefitcing hie cood! 
which be conld never get oat of his own 
fingera. We relieve idle Tugrants, and eoont 
beggars ; bnt hare no care at all of tbese mil] 
men, who are, methinkBjtobe respectfnLy trr 
in regard of their qnalitj. I might be ei 
■gainst them, but 1 am almost choked wltl 

■ Banukad]! ufi, Ac] T)m >iilhaT. inU Kqu 
irittiUH taHteofbbmden, would not dligmttlulrdt 



(fa £t Hu. and a 
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superabundance of the matter : too much plenty 
impoverishes me, as it does them.* I will cofkclude 
tllis odious subject with part of Horace's first sadre^ 
which take in his own familiar style :f 

I admire, Maeceoas, how it comes to pass. 
That no man ever yet contented was. 
Nor is, nor perhaps will be, with thatvtate 
In which his own choice plants him, or his fate. 
*' Happy the merchant !" the old soldier cries. 
The merchant, beaten with tempestuous skies, 
** Happy the soldier I one half hour to thee 
Gives speedy death, or glorious victory." 
The lawyer, knock'd up early from his rest 
By restless clients, calls the peasant bless'd : 
The peasant, when his labours ill succeed. 
Envies the mouth, which only talk does feed. 
'Tis uQt (I think you'll say) that I want store 
Of instances, if here I add no more ; 
They are enough to reach at least a mile 
Beyond long orator Fabius*s style. 
But, hold, ye, whom no fortune e'er endears. 
Gentlemen, maleconteuts, and mutineers, 

•~4Mi it does tliem.] This applieatkm of his aphorism 
corers VbB Cslse wit of the'ezpressioiu and was intended as 
an indirect ap<riogy for itt though the witticism be not hit 
ovs,but Orid^s 

«« ~inopem nu eqpia fiwit.*' Met. iii. 466. — Hurd. 

^—An his own familiar style.] Mr. Cowley has succeeded 
better in eopyinf this familiar style, than most odiers ; but 
h6 sometimes mistakes vulgar, or careless, at least, for £». 
miliar. Horace's funiliarity is that of a perfectly polite 
and elegant iqpeaker, as wel^asof aneasy welLbred man. — 
Surd, 
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Fond man ! what good or beauty can be found 

In heaps of treasure, buried onder ground ; 

Which rather than cUminish'd e'er to see, 

Thou wonldst thyself, too, bnned with them be ? 

And what's the difference ? is't not quite as bad 

Never to use, as never to have had ? 

In thy vast bams millions of quarters store ; 

Thy belly, for all that, will hold no more '^ 

Than mine does. £very baker makes much bread : 

What then ? He's with no more, than others, fed. 

Do you within the bounds of nature live. 

And to augment your own you need not strive ; 

One hundred acres will no less for you 

Your life's whole business, than ten thousand, do. 

But pleasant 'tis to take from a great store : 

What, man ? though you're resolved to take no more 

Than I do from a small one ? If you will * 

Be but a pitcher or a pot to fill. 

To some great river for it must you go, ' 

When a clear spring just at your feet does flow ? 

Give me the spring, which does to human use 

Safe, easy, and untroubled stores produce ; 

He who scorns these, and needs will drink at Nile, 

Must run the danger of the crocodile. 

And of the rapid stream itself, which may. 

At unawares, bear him perhaps away. 

In a full flood Tantalus stands, his skin 

Wash'd o'er in vsun, for ever dry within ; 

He catches at the stream with greedy lips ; 

From his touch'd month the wanton torment slips.* 

• ..the wanton tonnent slips.] Prettily expressed in 
Orid's manner ; but that is not the manner of Horace, wjt^o 
says elegantly* but simply— 

" -^fUgientla cv^% 
Flnrnina r " Hv.Td. 
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Yoa langfa now, and expand ytmr carefhl bravr | 
lis finely said, bat what* a all this to yon ? 
Change bnt the name, thb fiible it thy atory : 
Hiou in a flood of nseless wealth dost glory. 
Which thoo eanst only touch, bnt never taste ; 
Tlie abundance still, and still the want, does last. 
Tlie treasores of the gods thoa wonldst not spare : 
But, when they're maide thine own, they sacred are, 
And most be kept with reverence ; as if thoa 
No other nse of precioas gold didst Icnow, 
But that of curious pictures, to delight. 
With the fair stamp, thy virtuoso sight 
Tlie only true and genuine use is this : . 
To buy the things which nature cannot miss 
Without discomfort ; oil and vital Bread, 
And wine, by which the life of life is fed ; 
And all those few things else by which we Uve : 
All that remains, is given for thee to give. 
If cares and troubles, envy, grief, and fear. 
The bitter fruits be which fair riches bear ; 
If a new poverty grow out of store ; 
The old plain way, ye gods ! let me be poor. 



PARAPHRASE ON HORACE, B. III. OD. XVI. 

I. 

A TOWER of brass, one would have said^ 
And loclcs, and bolts, and iron bars. 
And guards, as strict as in the heat of wars. 
Might have preserved one innocent middenhcad. 
Tie jealous fether thought he well might spare 
AU farther ]eaU>iia cax« \ 
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And^ as he walk'd, to himself alone he smiled. 

To think how Veiiiis' arts he had begniled ; 

And, when he slept, his rest was deep : 
But Venus laogh'd to see and hear him sleep. 

She taught the amorous Jofe 

A magical receipt in love, 
Wluch arm'd him stronger, and whi^h help'd him 

more. 
Than all his thunder did, and his almightyship 
before^ 

II. 

She taught him love's elisir, by which art 
His godhead into gold he did convert r 
. No guards did then his passage ktaj ; 

He pass'd with ease; gold was the word : 
Subtile as lightning, bright, and quiclc, and fierce. 

Gold through doors and walls did pierce. 

The prudent Macedonian king, 
To blow up towns, a golden mine did spring. ' 

He broke through gates with his petar : 
'Tis the great art of peace, the engine 'tis of war ; 

And fleets and armies follow it afiir : 
The ensign 'tis at land, and 'tis the seaman's stir. 



HI. 

Let all the world slave to this tyrant be. 
Creature to this disguised deity. 

Yet it shall never conquer me. 
A guard of virtues will not let it pass, 
Ai^ wvdom js a tower of stronger \mamu 
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The Muses* laurel,* round my temples spread, 
Does from this lightning's force secure my head : 

' Nor will I lift it up so high. 
As in the violent meteor's way to lie .f 
Wealth for its power do we honour and adore ? 
The things we hate^ ill fate, and death^ have more. 

IV. 

From towns and courts, camps of the rich and great 
The vast Xerxean army, I retreat. 
And to the small Laconic forces fly,| 

• The Muses' laureL] A very poetieal manner of etpvei 
ing that plain senthnent — 

" — ^vatis avarus 
Non temere est animus ■ " 

Hor. 2 Ep. i. 119. 

The oommon superstition makes the laurel a preservati' 
against the blast of lightning. — Hurd, 

t meteor's way to lie.] All this imagery is extraeli 

out of a fine, indeed, but simple enough verse of the orij 
nal — 

« .—Jure perhorrui 
Late oonspicuum tollere vertieem." 

It IS eurious to observe the whole process. The "late eo 
spicuus vertex" put him in mind of the mountain's tc 
which is most exposed to tjhe ravage of thunder storn 
This danger, transferred to the poet's head, called for ti 
*< Muses' laurel," to secure him ftom the lightning's foro 
which, again (and that brought him round to the poi 
flrom which he had set out), being fstal, diiefly, to high m 
eminent situations, admonished him not to lift his he 
[toUere vertioem] into the way^of that violent meteor. 

'* Such tricks hath strong imagination V—^Burd. 

t— Xerxean mrmy—Laeoniefnroet—] A fiorced unnatw 
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Which holds the straights of poverty. 
CeUars and granaries in vain we fill 

With all the bounteous summer's store. 
If the mind thirst and hunger still : 

The poor rich man's emphatically poor.* 

Slaves to the things we too much prize^ 
We masters grow of all that we despise. 

V. 

A field of com, a fountun, and a wood, 

^Is all the wealth by nature understood. 
The monarch, on whom fertile Nile bestows 

All which that grateful earth can bear. 

Deceives himself, if he suppose 

That more than tins f^lls to his share. 
Whatever an estate does beyond this afford. 

Is not a rent pud to the lord ; 
But b a tax illegal and unjust. 
Exacted froni it by the tyrant lust. 

Much will always wanting be 

lb him who much desires. Thrice happy he 
To whom the wise indulgency of heaven. 

With sparing hand, but just enough has given. 

aHuiion, for the $ake of introdudng a quibble—the straights 
of poverty : the word, straights, meaning a narrow pan, 
like that of Thermopylae, which the small Laoooic fcnrces 
puaded against the vastXerxean army ; and distressu, or 
d^culties, such as men are put to, when they have to con- 
ttnid with Poverty. — Hurd. 

■ • The poor rich man's emphatically poor.] We had this 
line above, p. 96. It seems to have been a ftvouiite with 
ttie poet; as it is, indeed, a very fine omo^-'BunL 
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▼iii. th£ dangers of an honest man in 
much company. 

If twenty thousand* naked Americans were not 
able to- resist the assaults of hut twenty well-armed 
Spaniards, I see little possihility for one honest 
man to defend himself against twenty-thousand 
knaves who are all furnished cap-i-pee, with the 
defensive arms of worldly prudence, and the oflbn- 
sife too of craft and rasUice. He will find no less 
odds than this against him, if he have much to do 
in human affairs. The only advice therefore whidi 
I can give him, is, to be sure not to venture his per- 
son any longer in the open campaign, to retreat and 
entrench himself, to stop up ail avenues, and draw 
up all bridges against so numerous an enemy. 

The truth of it is, that a man in much business 
must either malce himself a knave, or else the world 
will make him a fool ; and if the injury went no 

• If tw«nty tiKraiand.] There are fome Tciy dark shades 
in the following picture of human life, or rather of the ife 
In which the writer lived ; which is not mudi to be won* 
dared at, if that age be truly diaracteriaed by one who had 
great experience of it : 

" Dark shades become the portrait of our time: 
Here weeps Misfortune, and liere triumj^ Crime." 

WiMtr. 
Or the true account of the matter may be only this : Vir- 
tue is always a little of a misanthrope ; and the pure virtue 
of Mr. Cowley, clouded by chagrin, and, perhaps, a ecm- 
stltutional melancholy, oould scarce fail of taking somewhat 
too mudi of that character: yet his good sense and good . 
temper have generally kept him from any extravagance in 
the C'spieision of it, except, perhaps, in this chapter.— jffurd. 
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fiuther than the being laughed at, a wise man would 
oooteQt himself with the rereuge of retaHation : 
Imt the case is much worse ; for these dvil eamii- 
balfl too, as well as the wild ones, not only daoce 
about sudi a taken stranger,* bat at last defoor 
him^ A sober man cannot get too soon out of 
dnmken company, though they be never so kind 
and merry among themselves ; it b not nni^easant 
only, but dangerous to him. 

Do yon wonder that a virtuous man shoidd lofe 
to be alone ? It is hard for hkn tobe otherwise ; he 
is so, when he is among ten thousand : ndther is 
ike solitude so uncomfortable to be alone withovt 
any other creature, as it is to be alone in the midst 
of wild beasts. Man is to man all kind of beasts; 
a fisiwning dog, a roaring lion, a tUeving fox, a 
robbing wolf, a dissembling crocodile, a treacherous 
decoy, and a rapadons vulture. The dvilest, me- 
thinks, of all nations, are those whom we account 
the moit barbarous : there is some moderation and 
good-nature in the Toupinambaltians, who eat no 
men but their enemies ; whilst we learned and po- 
Uta and Qiristian Europeans, like so many pikes 
and sharks, prey upon every thing that we can 
swallow. It is the great boast of doquence and 
philosophy, that they first congregated meii di- 
spersed, united them into sodeties, and built up 
the houses and the walls of dties. I wish they 
could unravel all they had woven ; that we mig^t 
have our woods and our innocence again, instead 
of our castles and our polides. They have assem- 

•.—ft taken itranger.] Taken in the double lenie otteized, 
voA circumvented; ttiat ia, atuprised liy foree or ftand^ — 
Captut, in Latin, has tfaessmtamttf^t^^^HuTd. 



I 
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bleil many Ihoueaiids of aFaltered people into 
body : It is trne, they bftre done w ; the7 
brontibt them together Into cities to aaen, 
into snnies to mnrder one another: they I 
them hnnteri and fiahen of wild creatniei; 
have made them hnnteis and fishers of tbrir 
Ihieo : they boait to bare rednced Ijiem to a 
of peace ; when the truth is, tbey have only ti 
them an art of war : tbey have fiuDed, I mnat 
feu, wboleKime lawa (or the restnUat of vicoj 
they raised lint tbat devil, which now they 
jure and cannot bind, lliongh there were bi 
no punishments tot wlckedneu, yet there wit 
comjnitled, because there were uo rewards for 
Bnt the men who praise philosophy fnmi 
topic, are mnch deceived : let oratory answei 
itself; the tiolillng perhaps of that may nnl 
swarm. Il never waa the work of philosophy ti 
iemble moltllndei, bnt to regulate only, and gc 
them, when they were aa«mbled ; to make the 
of an evil, and brini; them, as much as Is post 
to nuily agidn. Avarice and ambition only wen 
first bnildera of towns, and founders of em[ 
tbey said, " Go to, let ns baild ns a city n 
toner whose top may reach nnto heaven, an 
tu make ns a name, lest we be scattered ib 
upon the face of the earth."* What waa the 
gbinlng of Borne, (he metropolii of all the wo 
What was it bat a concourse of thieves, and ft « 
tnary of criminals ? It was Justly named by 
■ngnry of no less than twelve vultnrea, and 
fOandcr cemented his walls with the blood ol 
brother. Not onUbe to this wm the begin 
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even of the first town too in the world, and such is 
the original sin of most cities : thdr actual, in- 
crease daily with their age land growth ; the more 
people, the more wicked all of them; every one 
brings in his part to inflame the contagion, which 
becomes at last so universal and so strong, that no 
precepts can be sufficient preservatives, nor any 
tlung secure our safety, but flight from among the 
infected. 

We ought, in the choice of a situation, to regard 
above all things the healthfulness of the place, and 
the healthfulness of it for the mind, rather than for 
the body. But suppose (which is hardly to be sup- 
posed) we had antidote enough ag£unst this poison ; 
nay, suppose further, we were always and at all 
points armed and provided, both against the as- 
saults of hostility, and the mines of treachery ; it 
will yet be but an uncomfortable life to be ever in 
alarms : though we were compassed round ^th 
fire, to defend ourselves from wild beasts, the lod- 
ging would be unpleasant ; because we must always 
be obliged to watch that fire, and to fear no less the 
defects of our guard, than the diligences of our 
enemy. The sum of this is, that a virtuous man is 
in danger to be trod upon and destroyed in the 
crowd of his contraries, nay, which is worse, to be 
changed and corrupted by them ; and that it is im- 
possible to escape both thei^ inconveniences with- 
out so much caution, as will take away the whole 
quiet, that is, the happiness, of his life. 

Ye see then, what h<^ may lose; but, I pray, 
what can he get there ? 

«• Quid Rome fftdam ? Hentiri newio." • 
• Jttv* 8«X.VUu ^V. 
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What should a man of truth and honesty do at 
Rome ? He can neither understand nor speak the 
language of the plaee. A naked man may swim in 
the sea, Irat it is not the way to catch fish there ; 
they are likelier to devour him, than he them» if 
he bring no nets, and use no deceits. I think there- 
fore it was inse and friendly adrice, which Martial 
gave to Fabiauy* when he met him newly aniYcd at 
Rome: 

" Honcft and poor, fUthful In word and thought ; 
What has thae, Fabian, to tha city brought ? 
Thou neither the buflbon nor bawd oanst play* 
Nor with fUae whiipen the imiooent betray ; 
Nor corrupt wives, nor from ridi **t!«*t"tf get 
A Uring by thy industry and sweat s 
Nor with vidn jiromiaeB fnd iMrcjecti cheats 
Nor bribe or flatter any of the great. 
But youte a man of learning, prudent, Joatt 
A man of courage, firm, and fit fbr trust. 
Why you may stay, and live unenvied here t 
But, fkith, go back, and keep you where yoo were.'' 

Nay, if nothing of all this were in the case, yet 
the very sight of uncleanness is loathsome to the 
cleanly ; the sight of folly and impiety rexatioas to 
the wise and pious. 

LucretioSyf by his fa\'our, though a good poet, 
was but an ill-natured man, when he said, it was 
delightful to see other meu in a great storm : and no 
less ill-natured should I think Democritus, who 
laughed at all the world ; but that he retired him- 
self so much out of it, that we may pereeive he 
took no great pleasure in that kiud oi mirth, 
have been drawn twice or thrice by company to 
to Bedlam, and have seen others very much < 
}}^hted with the fantastical extravagancy of so ma 

• Ifart. 4. Ep, T. 1 L.uct*VL\k u^ 
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* 

various madnesses^ which upon me wrought so con- 
trary an effect, that I always returned, not only 
melaachoiy, but even skk with the sight. My eoiih- 
passios there was perhaps too tender; for I meet a 
thousand madmen abroad, without any perturbations 
though, to weigh the matter justly, ^e total loss «f 
reason is less deplorable than the total depravation 
of it. An exact judge of human blessings, of riches, 
honours, beauty, even of wit itself, should jnty the 
abuse of them mqre than the want. 

Briefly, though a wise man could pass nei^r so 
securely Ummgh the great roads of human life, yet 
he will meet perpetually with so many objects imd 
occasions of compassion, grief, shame, anger, ha- 
tred, indignation, and all passions but envy (for he 
wiM find nothing to deserve that), that he had 
better strilse into some private path ; nay, go so hur, 
if he could, out of the common way, " ut nee facta 
andiat Pelopidamm ;" that he might not so much 
as hear of the actions of the sons of Adam. But 
whither shall we fly then ? into the deserts, like 
the ancient hermits ? 

" — Qua terra patet, fera xegoMt CiimiySj 
In £Euaiiui jurisM putet— **• 

One would think that all mankind had bound 
themselves by an oath to -do all the wickedness 
they can ; that they had all (as the Scripture speaks) 
''sold tbeoiselves to sin:" the difference, only is, 
that some are a little more crafty (and but a little, 
Ood knows) in making of the bargmn. I thought, 
when I first went to dwell in the country, that 

•OTid.Metam.LUV. 
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without doubt I should have met there with 
rimplicity of the old poetical goldeo age; I tho 
to hare found no inhabitants there, bat such ai 
shepherds of sir Philip Sidney in Arcadia^ < 
monsieur d'Urf^ upon the banks of Ugnon; 
began to consider with myself, which way I n 
reconunend no less to posterity the happiness 
innocence of the men of Chertsey : bat, to co 
I \ the truth, I perceived quicldy,* by infallible dei 

strations, that I was still in Old England, anc 
in Arcadia or La Forrest; that, if I coold 
content myself with any thing less than exact fid 
in human conversation, I had almost as good I 
bacic and seelc for it in the Court, or the Excha 
or Westminster-hall. I ask again then, whi 
shall we fly, or what shall we do? The vi 
may so come in a man's way, that he cannot cb 
bnt salute it ; he must take heed, though, not i 
a whoring after it. If, by any lawful vocatioc 
jast necessity, men happen to be married to 
can only giv« them St. Paul's advice: "Bretl 
the time is short ; it remains that they that 
wives be as though they had none. But I w 
that all men were even as I myself." i* 
In all cases, they must be sure, that the; 



* I perceived quickly*] Strange^ that the auflior d 
have this discovery to make at Chertsey 1 But Uu 
•tery it no. more than this : every state of life has i 
oonveoienees; and, of course, we are most afibcted by 
ci that state whidi we have experienced. Hence we 
look them in every other, and fondly expect that n 
whidi is no where to be found, firom a dumge of cond 
— JETurce. 

/ J Car. vii. 99. 
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*^ mundam ducere," and not " mando nubere ;'' they 
Mist ret^D the soperiority and headship over it. 
Happy are they» who can get out of the' sight of 
this deceitful beauty, that they may not be led so 
much as into temptation ; who hare not only quit- 
ted the metropolis, but can abstain from ever seeing 
the next market-town in their country. 



CLAUDIAN's old man of VERONA. 

De Sene F'eronensi, qui Suburbhan nunquam egns- 

nuest, ' . 

" Fblix, qui patriis cvum transegit In agris ; 

Ipsa domiis puenun quern videt, ipsa Mnem ; 
Qui fiaculo nltensy in qui reptavit areni, ^ 

Uniui numerat siecula longa case, 
niiun non vario traxit Fortuna tumuitu ; 

Nee bibit ignotai mobilii hdspes aquai. 
Non fireta mereator tremuit, non daaaica milei : 

Non raud lites pertulit ille fori. 
Indodlis reruniy vieinc neaeiua url>is, 

Adtpectu fruitur liberiore poli. 
Flrugilma altemis« non consule, computat annum : - 

Auctumnum pomii, ver sibi flore, notat. 
Idem condit ager lolet, idemque rnlucit, 

Metiturque mio rusticui orbe diem. 
Ingentem meminit panro qui genuine quercnm« 

JEquKYumque videt oonienuiase nemui: 
Froxima cui nigiit Yervma remotior India, 

Benacumque putat litora Rubra lacum. 
Bed tamen in^omiUe yiies, flrmiaque laceitis 

Mtu robustum tertia cernit avum. 
Erretj let extremoa alter serutetur Iberm. 

Plus habet hie ^Ue, i^Uia liabet ille vie" 

Happy the man« who his mhnAit time doth bound 
Within the'endosuTe of his little graimd. 



He never heard the shnu 

Or the worse noixes of the lawyers' bar. 

No change of consuls mark to him the year; 

The change of seasons is his calendar. 

Tlis eold and heat winter and summer shows 

Autumn by fruits, and ipring by flowers he I 

He meaaurei time by land-marks, and has ton 

For the whole day the dial of his ground. 

A neighbouring wood, bom with himself, 1m 

And loves hb old conte m por a ry trees. 

He has <mly heard of near Verona's name. 

And knows it, like the Indies, but by finne | 

Does with a like concernment notice take 

Of the Red Sea, and of Benacus* lake. 

Thus health and strength he to a third i^ 

And sees a long posterity of boys. 

About the spacious world let others zoam; 

The voyage, life, is longest made at home 
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for a timorous and impertinent coxcomb ? A man^ 
who b ezcessife in his pains and diligence, and who 
consumes the greatest [Nut of bis time in furnishing 
the remainder with all conveniences and even super- 
flnities, is to angels and wise men no less ridicu- 
lous; be does as little consider the -shortness of 
his passage, that he might proportion his cares ac* 
cordingly. It is, alas ! so narrow a strait betwixt 
the womb and the grave, that it might be called the 
Pas de yie^ as wdl as that the Pom de Calais. 

We are all §^fi9fm^ (as Pindar caUs us,) creatures 
of a day, and therefore our Saviour bounds our de- 
rires to that little space : as if it were very pro- 
bable that every day should be our last, we are 
taught to demand even bread for no longer a time. 
The sun ought not to set upon our covetousness^ 
no more than upon our anger : but, as to God Al- 
mighty a thousand years are as one day, so, in di- 
rect oppoisition, one day to the covetous man is as 
a thousand years : " tarn brevi fortis jacnlatur aevo 
multa," so far he shoots beyond hb butt ; one would 
think he were of the opinion of the Millenaries, 
and hoped for so long a reign upon earth. The 
patriarchs before the flood, who enjoyed almost 
such a life, made, we are sure, less stores for the 
maintaining of it : they, who lived nine hundred 
years, scarcely provided for a few days; we, who 
live but a few days, provide at least for nine hun- 
dred years. What a strange alteration is this of 
human life and manners ! and yet we see an imita- 
tion of it in every man's particular experience ; for 
we begin not the care of life till it be half spent, 
and st^ increase them as that decreases. 
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What is there among the actions of beasts so 1 
gical and repugnant to reanon ? When they do 
thing which seems to proceed from that whicli 
call reason, we disdain to allow them that per 
tion, and attribute it only to a natural instii 
and are not we fools, too, by the same kind of 
stinct ? If we coald but learn to number our ( 
(as we are taught to pray that we might,) 
should adjust much better our other accounts ; 1 
whilst we never consider an end of them, it ii 
wonder if our cares for them be without end 
Horace advises very wisely, and in excellent g 
words, 

'* — fpatio brer! 
Spem longam reteoet;"* 

fix>m a short life cut off all hopes that grow 
long. They must be pruned away like suckers, 1 
choke the mother plant, and hinder it from beai 
fruit And in another place, to the same sense; 

" Vite lumina brevii ipem not veCat indioare longam 

which Seneca does not mend, when he says, ** 
quanta dementia est spes longas inchoantini 
but he gives an example there of an acquaint! 
of his, named Senecio, who, from a very mean 
ginning, by great industry in turning abou 
money through all ways of gain, had attaine 
extraordinary riches, but died on a sudden, i 
ha^ng supped merrily, '* in ipso actu bene ce 
tium rerum, in ipso procurrentis fortune impc 
In the full course of his good fortune, when 

• X Cann. ^.0. t Ibid. ir. 15. 
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had a high tide and a stiff gale, and all ber sails on ; 
apon which occasion be cries, out of Virgil,* 

** Insere nune, MeHlMBe;, pyros;- ixme ordine Titei I* - 

'■ GOf MelilMeui, now. 
Go graff thy ordiardf, and thy vin^ardi plant. 
BehoU the fruit ! 

For this Senedo I have no compassion, because 
he was talcen, as we say, in ipso facto, still laboar« 
ing in the woric of avarice; bnt the poor rich man 
in St. Lnke (whose case was not like this) I could 
pity, methinks, if the Scriptnre would permit me : 
for he seems to have been satisfied at Istst ; he con- 
fesses he had enough for many years ; he bids his 
soul take its ease ; and yet, for sdl that, God says to 
him, " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
qulned of thee ; and the things thou hast liud up, 
' who shall they belong to ? " f Where shall we find 
the causes of this bitter reproach and temble judg- 
ment ? We may find, I think, two; and God, per- 
haps, saw more : first, that he did not intend true 
rest to his soul, but only to change the employments 
of it from avarice to luxury; his design is, to eat, 
and to drink, and to be merry : secondly, that he 
went on too long before he thought of resting ; the 
fulness of his old bams had not snflBced him ; he 
would stay till he was forced to build new ones ; 
md God meted out to him in the same measure : 

Ince he would have more riches than his life could 

ontain, God destroyed his life, and gave the fruits 

r it to another. 

Thus God takes away sometimes the man frotn 

• Bue, i. 74. \ Ijoiut^ ii2iSu «ft. 
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Officious fool ! that needs must m^dliug be 

In business that concerns not thee ! 
For when to future years thou extend'st tiiy cares. 

Thou deal'st in other men's affairs.* 

Even aged men, as if they truly were 

Children again, for age prepare ; 
Provisions for long travel they design. 

In the last point of their short line. 

Wisely the ant against poor winter hoards 
The stocky which summer's wealth aflbrds. 

In grasshoppers, that must at autumn die. 
How vain were such an industry ! 

Of power and honour the deceitful lig^t 

Might half excuse our cheated sight. 
If it of life the whole small time would stay. 

And be our sun-shine all the day ; 

Like lightning,t that, begot but in a cloud, 
(Though shining bright, and speaking k>iid) 

Whilst it begins, concludes its violent race. 
And where it gilds, it wounds the place. 

Oh scene of fortune, which dost fair appear 

Only to men that stand not near ! 
Proud poverty, that tinsel bravery wears ! 

Andy like a rsdnbow, painted tears ! 

• Thou deaPst in other men*i aflUn.] Properly to, sad 
itiU more Sneseaaably than the meddUng baakrupt In 
Honce: 

*' -«eliena nefotia ciuo« 
ExcuMui propriJa— " S Sat. Ui. JO. 

t Like lightning, that.] The lulijeet of this companion 10 
to be iupplied out of the foregoiijg itansap— Bue the light qf 
power and honour i$ «' Like lightning, thaX.,** ^u&«— ButOu 
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Be prudent, and the shore in prospect keep; 

In a weak boiit tmst not the deep ; 
Placed beneath envy, above envying rise ; 

Pity great men, great things despise. 

The wise example of the heavenly lark,* 

Thy fellow-poet, Cowley, mark : 
Above the clouds let thy proud music sound ; 

Thy humble nest build on the ground. 

• The wise example, &e.] The poetfi apology for him- 
•elf (in which there is a mixture of badinage) may be eon- 
cdved to stand thus t — 

Worldly men love to Justify themselves by an appeal to 
the animals ; wfaidi, say they, are prompted by instinct, 
an unerring guide, to provide for Aiturity. Be it so, re- 
plies the author: I have my appeal to that quarter, as well 
as they. The ant is their example; and they do wdl 
to drudge and save, in imitation of his diligence and par- 
simony. 

Wisely the ant against poor winter hoards 
The stock, whidi summer's wealth affords. 
I, as a poet, have my example in the heavenly laik (tat 
the animal world has its poets as well as drudges) ; and, in 
that character, am lessened, by wise pature, to aspire to ^ 
sublimity of song, and, Ibr the rest, to content myself wll 
a singer's lowly temper and condition. 

Above the douds let thy proud music sound ; 
Thy humble nest build on the ground. 
So that, as to the argument drawn from the instinct 
animals, the poet* s carelessness and the worldling's care 
equally favoured by it. 

' Alter all, the poet* s serious design was only to Intro 
tluit pretty address to himself, and the well-fancied n 
with which he qualifies hb wise example— 

Thy fellow-poet, Cowley, mark ! Hurd. 
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X. THE DANGER OF PROCRASTINATION. 
A Letter to S. L. 

I AM glad that you approve and applaud my design, 
of withdrawing myself from all tumult and business 
of the world, and consecrating the Httle rest of my 
time to those studies, to which nature had so mo* 
therly inclined me, and from which fortune, like a 
step-mothpr, has so long detained me« But, never- 
theless, (you say, which, but, is " aerugo mera,"* 
a rust which spoils the good metal it grows upon. 
But you say) you would advise me not to precipi- 
tate that resolution, but to stay a while longer with 
patience and coinplidsance, till I had gotten such 
an estate as might afford me (according to the say- 
ing of that person, whom you and I love very much, 
and would believe as soon as another man) " cum 
dignitate otium." This were excellent advice to 
Joshua, who could bid the sun stay too. But there 
is no fooling with life^ when it is once turned be- 
yond forty: the seeking for a fortune then is 
hat a desperate after-game : it is a hundred to one 
if a man fling two sixes, and recover all; especially 
if his hand be no luckier than mine. 

There is some help for all the defects of fortune ; 
for if a man cannot attsdn to the length of his 
wishes, he, may have his remedy by cutting of them 
shorter. Epicurus writes a letter to Idomeneus 
(who was then a very powerful, wealthy, and, it 

• Hor. 1 Sat. iv. LOO. 
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to pnt on a band) and adjust his periwig: he would 
escape like a person of quality, or not at all ; and 
died the noble martyr of ceremony and gentilitf . 
I think your counsel of " Festina lente" is as i}l to 
a man who is flying from the world, as it woald 
hare been to that unfortanate well-bred gentleman, 
who was so cantious as not to fly nndecently from 
bis enemies ; and therefore I prefer Horace's ad- 
vice before yonrs : 

" — — — sapere ande : 
Ineipe—" 

Begin ; the getting out of doors is the greatest 
part of the Jonrney. Varro* teaches ns that Latin 
proverb, ** portam itineri lougissimam esse :" but 
to retnrn to Horace : 

" — Sapere aude : 
Indpe. Viv^di recte qui prorogat horam, 
Rusticus eupectat, dura defluat amnis: at iUe 
Labitur, et labetur in omne yolubilis flBvum/'f 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wise: 

He who defers this work from day to day. 

Does on a river's bank expecting stay. 

Tin tiie whole stream which stopp'd him, shonM be gOMi 

Tlutt mas, and as it runs, tat ever will nm on.4: 

Caesar (the man of expedition above all others) 

• Lib. L Agric. f 1 Ep. U. 40. 

% This translation gives the sense, but not the grace, of 
the original. The following does more justice to the Latia 
poet: 
'* To mend his life who has it in his power. 
Yet still defers it to a future hour. 
Waits, like the peasant, till the stream be dried : 
Still i^des the stream, and will for ever glide." 

Mr. Nevik^s Imit of Hoemb* ^.^«-><*B!UTd.. 

O 
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now a light skirmish out of an epigrammatist^ your 
special good friend ; and so, vale. 



MARTIAL, LIB. V. EPIG. LIX. 
«* Cra« te ricturum,** Ac. 

To-MORROW you will live, you always cry. 
. In what far country does this morrow lie. 
That *tii5 so mighty long ere it anive ? 
Beyond the Indies does this morrow livje ? 
Tis so far fetch*d this morrow, that I fear 
'Twill be both very old and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the fool does say : 
To-day itself s too late ; the wise lived yesterday. 



MARTIAL, LIB. II. EPIG. XC. 
" Quintiliane, vagae," &;c. 

Wonder not, sir, (you who instruct the town 
In the tme wisdom oi the sacred gown) 
That I make haste to live, and cannot hold 
Patiently out, t|ll I grow rich and old. 
Life for delays and doubts no time does give ; 
None ever yet made haste enough to live. 
Let him defer it, whose preposterous care 
Omits himself, and reaches to his heir : 

the action, when the other ranks were defeated or hard 
prened, and the cucoeu hecaihe doubtfiil. This «v^\b3A.* 
tion m^ not be luiMoeptable to some x«iAiec(k<— Bm.t4« 
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Who does his father's bonoded stores de! 
Aad wboca his owd too ncTcr can inffice. 
Hy humble thoughts no glittering roofil I 
Or roomi, that ghiue with ang^t but con 
I will conteut the avarice of m; siRht 
With the fair gildiogg of reflected light.* 
Pleasures abroad the sport of nfttaie7iel< 
Her iiriug fonutsing, and her amillug kl 
And then, at home, what pleamre ia't to 
A little, cleanly, cbetrfnl family ! 
Which if a chaste wife crown, do leas in 
Thao fortune, 1 the goLdeo mean prefer. 
Too noble nor too wise ihe ibauld not b( 
No, uor too rich, ux> foir, too fond of m 
Tbus let my tlfe slide ailently away. 
With sleep all flight, and qniet all the d( 



" With ths Ui ^Idingi of nflact«d tl( 

■ might h»™ MM— 

" With tha (kli giUlnp ol unpuiehuad 1 



U nflamd. Thui, is loottor | 
Lfi oUa ths limple delists of 1 

" — thegxn!eD,pAint*do'« 
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XI. OF MYBBLF. 

It is a hard and nice subject for a man to write of 
himself : it grates his own heart to say any thing 
of disparagement, and the reader's ears to hear wHf 
thing of praise from him. There is no dagger from 
me of offending him in this kind : ndther my mipd, 
nor my body, nor my fortune, allow me any ma^ 
terials for that vanity. It is sufficient for my own 
contentment, that they have preserved me from be-" 
ing scandalous, or remarkable on the defective side. 
But, besides that, I shall here speak of myself, only 
in relation to the ^subject of these precedent dis- 
courses, and shall be likelier thereby to fall into 
the contempt, than rise up to the estimation, of 
most people. 

As far as my memory can return back into my 
past life, before I knew, or was capable of guessing, 
what the world, or the glories or business of it were, 
the natural affections of my soul gave me a secret 
bent of aversion from them, aS some plants are smd 
to turn away from others, by an antipathy imper- 
ceptible to themselves, and inscrutable to man's 
understanding. Even when I was a very young boy 
at school, instead of running about on-holydays, 

• hard — ^for a man to writie of himself.] 'This is com- 
monly said, ttut against all experience. A man of worth 
^nd name is never so sure to please, as *when he irrites of 
himself with good faith, and without affectation. Hence 
our delight in those parts of Horace's, Boileau's, a-^d Pope*8 
works, in whidi those eminent writers paint themselves ': 
and hence, the tupreme c^rm of Cow lky's EsaikX%s\&sstft 
especially of tfUi £May.— Hurd. 
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aud playing with my fellows, I was wont to steal 
from them, and walk into the fields, either alone 
with a hook, or with some one companion, if I could 
And any of the same temper. I was then, too^ 
so much an enemy to all constraint, that my masters 
could neref prevail on'me, by any persuasions or 
encouragements, to learn wiUiout book the com- 
mon rules of grammar ; in which they dispensed 
with me alone, because they found I miade a shift 
to do the usual exercise out of my own reading -and 
observation. That I was then of the same mind as 
I am now, (which, I confess, I wonder at myself) 
may appear by the latter end of an ode, which I 
made when I was but thir^n years old, and which 
was then printed with many other verses. The 
beginning of it is boyish ; but of this part, which I 
here set ddwn (if a very little were corrected), I 
should hardly now be much ashamed. 

This only grant me ; that my means may lie 
Too low for envy, for contempt too high. 

Some honour I would have. 
Not from great deeds, but good alone ; 
The unknown are better than ill known : 

Rumour can ope the grave. 
Acqusuntance I would have, but when 't depends 
Not on the number, but the choice, of friends. 

Books should, not business, entertain the light ; 
And sleep, as undisturbM as death, the night. 

My house a cottage more 
Than palace ; and should fitting be 
For all my use, no luxury. 

My garden pdnted o'er 
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With Nature's hand, not Art's ; and pleasures yield, 
Horace might envy in his Sabine field. 

Thns would I double my life's fading space ; 
For he that runs it well, twice runs his race. 

And in this true delight, 
These unbought sports, this happy state, 
I would not fear, nor wish, my fate ; 

But boldly say each night ; 
To-morrow let my sun his beams display. 
Or in clouds hide them ; I have lived to-day. 

You may see by it, I was even then acquainted 
Mdth the poets ; (for the conclusion is taken out of 
Horace,*) and perhaps it was the immature and 
immoderate love of them, which stamped first, or 
rather engraved, these characters in me : they were 
like letters cut into the bark of a young tree, which - 
with the tree still grow proportionably. But how 
this love came to be produced in me so early, is a 
hard question. I believe I can teU the particular 
little chance that filled my head first with such 
chimes of verse, as have never since left ringing 
there : for I remember, when J began to read, and 
to take some pleasure in it, there w2^ wont to lie 
in my mother's parlour (I know not by what acci- 
dent, for she herself never in her life read any book 
but of devotion) — ^but there was wont to lie Spen- 
ser's works ; this I happened to fall upon, and was 
infinitely delighted with the stories of the knigh^s^* 



• **. 



-ille potens sui. 



Letusque d^get, cui licet in diem 
Dixisse, Vixi : eras vel atrlL 
Nube polum, Pater, oeen^to, 
Vel tole puro." ^ O^ ts^x. \\. 
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and giants, and moosters, and brave houses, wliidi 
I fonnd every where there (though my nnderstandu^ 
had little to do with all this) ; and, by degrees, with 
the tinkling of the rhyme and dance of the num- 
bers ; so that, I think, I had read him all over be- 
fore I was twelve^ years old, and was thns made a 
poet as immediately as a child is made an eunach. 

With these affections of mind, and my heart wholly 
set upon letters, J went to the university ; but was 
soon torn from thence by that violent public storm, 
which would suffer nothing to stand where it did, 
bat rooted up every plant, even from the princely 
cedars to me the hyssop. Yet, I had as good 
fortune as could have befallen me in such a tem- 
pest ; for I was cast by it into the family of one oi 
the best persons, and into the court of one of the 
best princesses, of the world. Now, though I WM 
here engaged in ways most contrary to the original 
design of my life, that is, into much company 
and no small business, and into a daily sight o 
greatness, both militant and triumphant (for tb 
was the state then of the English and Fmu 
courts)-; yet all this was so far from altering i 
opinion, that it only added the confirmatioo 
reason to that which was before but natural 
clination. I saw plsunly all the paint of that I 
of life, the nearer I came to it ; and that bef 
which I did not fall in love with, when, for t 
I knew, it was real, was not like to bewit« 
entice me, when I saw that it was adult 
I met with several great persons, whom I 
very well; but could not perceive that ai" 
of their greatness was to be liked or desir 
more than I would be gVvid ox cou\.e:^w^ 
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Storm, though I saw many ships which rid safely 
and bravely in it-: a storm would not agree with 
my stomach, if it did with my ^courage. Though I 
was in a crowd pf as good company as could be 
fbund any where ; though I was in business 6f great 
and honourable trust; though I eat at the best 
table, and enjoyed the best conveniences for pre- 
sent subsistence that ought to be desired by a 
man of my condition in banishment and pub^c dis> 
tresses ; yet I could not abstain from renewing my 
old school-boy's wish, in a copy of verses to the 
same effect : 

"Well then;* I now do plainly see 
This busy world and I shall ne'er agree,** Sec 

And I never then proposed to myself any other ad- 
vantage from his majesty's happy restoration, but 
the getting into some moderately convenient retreat 
in the country ; which I thought, in that case, I 
might easily have compassed as well as some 
others, with no greater probabilities or pretences, 
hove arrived to extraorcUnary fortunes : but I had 
before written a shrewd prophecy against myself; 
and I think ApoUo inspired me in the truth, 
tiiQpgh not in the elegance of it : 

Thon neither great at court, nor in the war. 
Nor at the exchange shalt be, nor at the wrang- 
ling bar. 
Content thyself with the small barren prsuse 

Which neglected verse does ndse." ' 

• Well then.] We have these verses, under the name of 
the Wish, in ** The Mistress." It was not thought worth 
irhile lo transcribe the rest of them<— Hurd. 
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soul, *' Take thy ease :*' I met presently not only 
with many little encumbrances and Impediments^ 
but with so much sickness, (a new misforttme to 
me) as would have spoiled the happiness of an em- 
peror as well as mine : yet I do neither repent, nor 
alter my course. '' Non ego perfidum din sacra- 
mentum ;" nothing shall separate me from a mis- 
tress, which I have lored so long» and have now at 
last married ; though she neither has brought ine 
a rich portion, nor lived yet so quietly with me as 
I hoped from her : 

Ncc vos, dulcissima mundi 

Nomina, vos, Musae, Libertas, Otia, Libri, 
Hortique Silvaeque, animS. remanente, relinquam. 

Nor by me e'er shall you. 
You, of all names the sweetest and the best. 
You Muses, books, and liberty, and rest ; 
You, gardens, fields, and woods, forsaken be. 
As long as life itself forsakes not me. 

But this is a Very pretty ejaculation ! Because I 
hare concluded all the other chapters with a copy 
of verseSy I will msdntain the humour to the last. 



MARTIAL, LIB. ^. EPTG.XLYII. 
" Vitam quae fiushmt," Ace. 

Since, dearest friend, 'tis your desire to see 
A true. receipt of happiness* from me; 

•—receipt of happiness.] This unVucik.^ tuoD^MMk «A.«^ \«> 
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These are the chief ingredients^ if not all : 
Take an estate neither too great or smaDy 
Which pumtum aufficit the doctors call. 
Let this estate from parents' care descend; 
The gettifig it too much of life does spend. 
T^e snch a ground, whose gratitude may be 
A Mr encouragement for industry. 
Let constant fires the winter's fury tame ; 
And let thy kitchen's be a vestal flame. 
Thee to the town let ne%'er suit at law. 
And rarely, very rarely, business, draw* 
Thy active mind in equal Xemper keep^ 
In undisturbed peace, yet not in sleep* 



cdpt, hat much debased the following lTnttatk<i : but the 
author, I suppose, felt his inability to express, in our lan- 
guage, the concise elegance of the original ; and therefore 
hoped to supply this defect by what the courtesy of his time 
was ready to accept under the name of wit and humour. 

From the acknowledged merit of this, and some othar 
e^grams in Martial, and from the general soom and exe» 
oration of the rest, one is led to reflect, how very imwisely 
men of parts and ingenuity take their measures* when, 
to be weU with the Ticious, though it chance to be the 
fashionable part of their contemporaries, they disgust and 
scandalise the wise and good. '* Si sic omnia :** if Martial had 
always taken care to write as he does here ; I mean, with the 
same purity of sentiment and expression— his volume had 
now been the delight of all readers : for sudx is the inre- 
rogative of decency and sobriety, that those qualities in a 
writer charm, at the long run, the vicious themselves ; while 
none but such will ever endure a want of thoae qualities. 
And 'this observation may as well be applied to libertinism 
in works of speculation, as to licentiousness in those of. 
fancy. No writer, whether philosopher or poet, iever af 
fironted the common sense, or common virtue of mankind* 
with impunity.— ifnrrf. 
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Let exercise a vigorous health maintaiiii 
Without whiph all the compoation's vain. ' 
In the same weighrpmdence and innocence take ; 
Ana of each does the just mixture make. 
But a few friendships wear, and let them be 
By nature and by fortune fit for thee. 
Instead of art and luxury in food. 
Let mirth and freedom make thy table good. 
\i any cares into thy day-time creep. 
At night, without wine's opium, let them sleep. 
Let rest, which nature does to darkness wed. 
And not lust, recommend to thee tl^y bed. 
Be satisfied, and pleased with what thou art. 
Act cheerfidly and well the allotted part ; 
Enjoy the present hour, be thankful for the past. 
And neither fear, nor wish, the approaches of the 
• last. 



MARTIAL, XIB. X. EPIG. XCVI. 

*' Saepe loquarr* &c. 

Me, who have lived so long among the great. 

You wonder to hear talk of a retreat ; 

And a retreat so distant, as may show 

No thoughts of a return, when once I go. 

Give me a country, how remote soe'er. 

Where happiness a moderate rate does bear. 

Where poverty itself in plenty flows. 

And all the solid use of riches knows. 

*I1ie ground about the house muntuns it there. 

The house msdntains the groiMid about it here. 
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Here even hunger's dear ; and a full board 
Devours the vital substanoe of the lord. 
TBe land itself does there the feast bestow, 
The land itsdf must here to market go. 
Three or four suils one winter here does waste. 
One suit does there three or Idiir winters last. 
Here every frugal man must oft be cold. 
And little luke-warm fires are to yoi mAd ; 
There fire's an element, as cheap and £ree^ 
Almost as any of the other three. 
Stay yon then here, and live among the great, 
Attend their sports, and at their tables eat. 
When all the bounties here of men yon score,* 
The place's bounty there shall give me more. 



EPITAPHIUM VIVI AUCTORlS.f J 

** Hie, o viator, sub lare parvulo, 

Ck>uleius hie est conditus, hie jacet ^ , 

Defunctis humani laboris ^ 

Sorte, supervacu&que vit^. 



• — of men you acore.] He might have said, of friendi* 
as his original does. 

— « quidquid non pcasttt amims.'* 

But then the applieatiim would have heen more pointed and 
satirical than he wished it to be. He thexefon diope the 
idea of finends^ and says delicately, but with less force— 

" Whm all the bounties here of men you seore.** — Hurd. 

i Epitaphium Vivi Auctoris.] The conceit of a iiting 
death, was altogether in the taste of our author ; but * 
happily pursued in this agreeable epitaph, that the play 
wit talces nothing ftom the weight and pathos of the se 
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Non indecori pauperie nitens, 
£t non inerti nobilis otio, 
Vanoque dilectis popello 
Divitiis animosus hoetis. 

Po«sis ut illam dicere mortunm. 
En terra jam nunc qnautnla snfficit ! 
Exemta sit cnris, viator. 
Terra sit ilJa leris, precare. 

Hie sparge flores, sparge breves rosas ;. 
Nam vita gandet mortua floribus :*^ 
Herbisqne odoratis corona 
Vatis adhuc cinerem caientem." 



EPITAPH ON THE LIVING AUTHOR. 

Here, stranger, in this humble nest, 
• Here Cowley sleeps ; here lies. 
Scaped all the toils that life molest. 
And its superfluoas joys. 

Here, in no sordid poverty. 

And no inglorious ease. 
He braves the world, and can defy 

Its frowns and flatteries. 

*— .vita gandet mortua floribus.] The application is the 
juster and prettier, because of the poet's singular passion 
for gardens and flowers (on whidi subject he had written a 
Latin poem in six books) : and then, according to the poeti> 
cal'creed, 

— vivo quse cura— 
— «adem sequitur tellure repAstum. 

Virg. Ma, vl* Qi$4m— -Huxd. 



The little earth, he asks, e\irvej. 

It he not dead, indeed t 
" Light lie that earth/' good itnngei 
" Nor thorn upon it breed 1" 

With Soweis, fit emblem of hb fune 
Compass your poet roand { 

With flowers of emy fragnuit name 
Be hii warm uhe* crown'd ! 



DISCOURSE, 

BY WAY OF VISION^ 

CONCERNING THE GOVERNMENT OF 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 



This is the best of our author's prose works. The sub- 
ject, which he had mudi at heart, raised his genius. There 
is something very noble, and almost poetical, in the plan 
of this Vision ; and a warm vein of eloquence nms quit* 
through it. — Hurd. 



It was the funeral day of the late man who made 
himself to be called protector : and though I bore 
but little affection, either to the memory of him, 
or to the trouble and foUy of all public pageantry, 
yet I was forced by the importunity of my company 
to go along with them, and be a spectator of that 
solemnity, the expectation of which had been so 
great, that it was said to have brought some very 
curious persons (and no doubt singular virtuosos) 
as far as from the Mount in Cornwall, and from the 
Orcades. I found there bad been much more cost 
bestowed than either the dead man, or indeed 
death itself, could deserve. There was a mighty 
train of blacit assistauts, among which, too, divers 
princes, in the persons of their ambassadora^ (Vidu.^ 
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infinitelj afflicted for the loss ci^ 
were pleased to attend : the hearse wi 
the idol crowned, and (not to mes 
ceremonies which are practised at ro] 
and therefore by no means could be 
the vast multitude of spectators n 
uses to do, no small part of the specti 
yet, I know not how, the whole wai 
that methought it somewhat represei 
him for whom it was made; mud 
tumult, much expense, much magn 
vain glory ; briefly, a great show, an* 
this, but an ill sight. At last (for i 
to me, and, like his short reign too 
the whole scene passed by ; and I n 
my chamber, weary, and I think nu 
than any of the mourners ; where I b 
on the whole life of this prodigio 
sometimes I was filled with horror a 
of his actions, and sometimes I indi: 
reverence and admiration of his coo 
and succetis; till, by these different 
agitations of mind, roclied as it wei 
at last into this vision; or if you pi 
- but a dream, I shall not take it il 
father of poets tells us, even dreams 
God. 

But sure it was no dream ; for I 
transported afar off (whether in th 
of the body, like St. Paul,* 1 know n« 
my&elf on the top of that famous hi 

• ^lUw StrPauL] .Very injudidout, o 
#100/ to use the language of St.P«a\.— H\ 
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lona, which has the prospect of three great, and 
ot long since, most happy, kingdoms. As soon 
I ever I looked on them, the not long since struck 
poD my. memory, and called forth the sad repre- 
mtation of all the sins and all the miseries that 
ad overwhelmed them these twenty ye&'s ; and 
wept bitterly for two or three hours ; and when 
ly present stock of moisture was all wasted, I feU 
sighing for an hour more ; and as soon as I re- 
)vered from my passion the use of speech and rea- 
tP, I broke forth, as I remember, (looking upon 
Dgland,) into this complaint :, 

h, happy ble, how art thou changed and cursed. 
Since 1 was born, and knew thee first ! 

lien peace, which had forsook the world around, 

frighted with noise, and the shrill trumpet's sound) 
Thee, for a private place of rest. 
And a secure retirement, chose. 
Wherein to build her halcyon nest ; 

b wind durst stir abroad, the air to discompose : 

^eu all the riches of the globe beside 

Flow*d in to thee with every tide ; 
^ben all that nature did thy soil deny, 
he growth was of thy fruitful industry ; 

When all the proud and dreadful sea. 

And all his tributary streams, 

A constant tribute psud to thee ; 
lien all the liquid world was one extended Thames : 

^en plenty in each village did appear. 
And bpunty was its steward there; 
Hien gold walk'd free about in open view, 
re it one conquering party's pnsoutx ^\i \ 



» 
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When the religion of our state 
Had face and substance with her Toioe, 
Ere she, by her fooUsh loTes of late. 
Like Echo (once a nymph) tom'd only into noiai 

When men to men respect and friendship bore. 
And God with reverence did adore ; 

When upon earth no kingdom could hare shown 

A happier monarch to us than our own : 
And yet his subjects by him were 
(Which is a truth will hardly be 
Received by any vulgar ear, 

A secret known to few) made happier ev*n than 

Thou dost a chaos, and confusion now, . 

A Babel, and a Bedlam grow ; 
And, like a frantic person, thou dost tear 
{ The ornaments and clothes which thou shoul 

wear. 
And cut thy limbs ; and, if we see 
(Just as thy barbarous Britons did) 
Thy body with hypocrisy 
Painted all o'er, thou think'st thy naked shamf 
hid. 

llie nations, which envied thee erewhile, 
i Now laugh (too little 'tis to smile) : 

I They laugh, and would have pitied thee, alas ! 

I . But that thy faults all pity do surpass. 

I Art thou the country, which didst hate 

i ' And mock the French inconstancy ? 

?i Aud have we, have we seen of late 

\ Less change of habits there, than governments 

thee ? 
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Unhappy isle ! no ship of thine at sea, 

Was ever toss'd and torn like thee. 
Thy naked hulk loose on the Waves does beat ; - 
The rocks and .banks aronnd her min threat* 

What did thy foolish pilots ail. 

To lay the compass quite aside ? 

Without a law or rule to sail. 
And rather take the winds than heavens, to be their 
guide? 

Yet, mighty God, yet, yet, we humbly crave. 
This floating isle from shipwreck save ; 

And thovgh, to wash that blood which does it stidn. 

It well deserve to sink into the main ; 
Yet, for the royal martyr's prayer, 
(The royal martyr prays, we know) 
This guilty, perishing vessel spare. 

Hear but his soul above, and not hh blood below. 

I think I should have gone on, but that 1 was in. 
terrupted by a strange and terrible apparition ; for 
there appeared to me (arising out of the earth,* as 
I conceived) the figure of a man, taller than a giant, 
or indeed than the shadow of any giant in the even* 
ing. His body was naked; but that nakedness 
Udorned, or rather deformed, all over with several 
figures, after the manner of the ancient Britons, 
painted upon it; and I perceived that most of them 
were the representation of the late battles in our 
civil wars, and (if I be not much mistaken) it was 

• —out of the earth.] i. e. fiom a low and plebeian ori- 
ginaL 
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the battle of Nasebj that was drawn npoa U 
His eyes were like burning brass ; and tfa 
three crowns of the same metal (as I gQei 
that looked as red-hot too, npon his hei 
held in liis right hand a sword that was ye 
and nevertheless the motto of it was Pojp 
bello; and in his left hand a thick book, 
back of which was written, in letters of 90 

Ordinances, Protestations, CovenantSyEnga 
Declarations, Remonstrances, &c. 

Thongh this sudden, unusual, and drei 
ject might have quelled a grrater coon 
mine, yet so it pleased God (for there is 
bolder than a man in a vision) that I was 1 
daunted, but asked him resolutely and 
** What art thpu?" And he said, "la 
the north-west princit>ality, his highness, 
tector of the commonwealth of England, { 
and Ireland, and the dominions belongii 
unto ; for I am that angel, to whom the i 
has committed the government of those thi 
doms, which thou scest from this .place.** 
answered and said, " If it be so, sir, it 1 
me that for almost these twenty years p 
highness has been absent fh)m pur ciia 
not only if any angel, but if any wise an 
man had since that time been our govei 
should not have wandered thus long in th 
rious and endless labyrinths of confusion; b 
not have entered at all into them, or at U 
returned back ere we had absolutely lost c 



* The idea of this gigantic figure leems taken 
HvatiMpiece to Hobbei*t LwKattwiu— Hurd. 
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bat, instead of your highness, we have had since 
such a protector, as was his predecessor Richard 
the lliird to the king his nephew ; for he presently 
slew the commonwealth, which he pretended to 
protect, and set up himself in the place of it : a 
little less guilty indeed in one respect, because the 
Other slew an innocent, and this man did but mur- 
der. a murderer.* Such a protector we have had 
as we would have been glad to have changed for an 
enemy,. and rather received a constant ^furk than 
this. ev^. month's apostate; such a protector, as 
man is to his flocks, which he shears, and s6Us, or 
devours himself; a,nd I would fain know what the 
wolf, which he protects him from, could do more. 
Such a protector — " and, as I was proceeding, me- 
thought, his highness began to put on a displeased 
and threatening countenance, as men use to do 
when their dearest friends happen . to be traduced 
in their company ; which gave me the first rise of 
jealousy against him ; for I did not believe that 
Cromwell, among all his foreign correspondences, 
had ever held any with angels. However, I was not 
hardened enough yet to venture a quarrel with him 
then ; and thei^ore (as if 1 had spoken to the pro- 
tector himself in Whitehall) I desired him ** that 
his highness would please to pardon me, if Iliad 
unwittingly spoken any thing to the disparagement 
of a person, whose relations to his highness I had 
not the honour to know." ^ 

At which he told me '' that he had no other oob- 
cemment for his late highness, than as he took 
him to be the greatest man that ever was of. the 

• Meaning the C00imOffiCBCa(eA. 



EnglUhiialloii, ifnot (Faid he) ofihe whole i 
wbicb gives me a just title t« tbe defence 
tepnutioQ ; since I uow accoant mfielf, at it 
a nanmlTzed English angel, bf baring had ■ 
tbe maDagemetit of (he aSiiirs of thkt cooutrj 
pray, cooatrymui,' s^d he, very kindly, an 
flatteringly, " for 1 woald Dot hate yoa fidlii 
general error uf the world, thai delesta and t 
M ratraordinary a virtue; what can be ma 
traordipary, than that a person of mean bir 
fortune, no eminent qnalitles of body, whlcl 
sometimes, or of mind, which have often, rwitt 
to tbe highest dimities, should have tbe a 
to attempt, and the happinesa to mcceed in, i 
probable a design, as tbe destruction of one < 
most ancient and mont solidly fbnnded mona 
npon the earth ! that he sfaonid have the. : 
or boldness to put his prince and master to an 
and infamous death ; to banish that nnmerou 
Mrongly-allied family ; to do all this nnder the 
and wages of a parliament ; to trample upon 
too ai he pleased, and epnra them ont of 
irbeo he grew weary of them ; to r«ise up i 
and onbeard-of monster out of tbeir aahc 
stifle that in tbe very Infancy, and set np bl 
ahore all tilings that ever were called torerri 
Englaad ; to oppress all bis enemies by arm 
all his friends afterwards by artifice; ti 
parties patiently for a while, and to 
itclorioualy at last; to orerruD eacti comer i 
three nations, and overcome with eqnal t 
both the riches of the south and the poverty i 
north ; to be feared and courted by all U 
■ priocea, and adopted abiutlut to the gods t 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 145 

earth ; to call together parliaments with a word of 
kis pen, and scatter them agsun with the breath of 
Ua iQoath ; to 6e humbly and daily petitioned that 
lie would please to be hired, at the rate of two mil. 
Ikons a year, to be the master of those who had 
Ured him before to' be their servant ; to have the 
eatates and lives of three kingdoms as much at his 
disposal, as was the little inheritance of his father, 
and to be as noble and liberal in the spending of 
them ; aiid lastly (for there is no end of all the par« 
Oculars of his glory) to bequeath all this with one 
word to his posterity ; to die with peace at hqme, 
and triumph abroad; to be buried aniong kings, 
and i^nth more than regal solemnity : and to leave a 
name behind him, not to be extinguished, but with 
the whole world ; which, as it is now toa little for 
kis prases, so might have been too for his oon- 
qnests, if the short line of nis.human life could have 
been stretched out to the extent of his immortal 
designs."* 

By this speech I began to understand perfectly 
well. what kind of angel his pretended highness was ; 
and having fortified myself privately with a short, 
mental prayer, and with the sign of the cross (not 
oat of any auperstition to the sign, but as a recog. 

* Mr. Hume has inserted this charatter of Cromw^, 
but altered, as he says, in some particulars, JYom the ori^ 
final, in his history of Great Britam. I know not why he 
should think any alterations necessary. They are chiefly 
in the style, which surely wanted no improvement ; or, if 
it did, posterity would be more pleased to have this curious 
fintgment transmitted to them in the author's own words, 
than in the choicest phrase of the historiaB.»2furc{. 

H 



146 OLIVER CROMWBIX. 

nition of my baptism* in Christy) I grew a 1 
bolder, and replied in this manner: ** I shonlc 
venture to oppose what you are pleased to-K 
commendation of. the late great, and (I con 
extraordinary person, but that I remember C 
forbids us to give assent to any other doctiim 
what himself has taught us, even though it ab 
be delivered by an angel ; and if such you be, si 
may be you have, spoken all this rather to try 
to tempt my frailty : for sure I am, that we i 
renounce or forget all the laws of the New and 
Testament, and those which are the foundatifl 
both, even the laws of moral, and natural hon 
if we approve of the actions of that man wh< 
suppose you commend by irony. 

'' There would be no end to instance in the p 
culars of all his wickedness ; but to sum up a 
of it briefly: What can be more extraordin 
wicked, than for a person, such as yourself qv 
him rightly, to endeavour not only to ^xalt hiz 
above, but to trample upon, all his equals and 
ters ? to pretend freedom for all men, and u 
the help of that pretence to make aU men hb 
vants ? to take arms against taxes of scarce 
hundred thousand pounds a year, and to raise t 
himself to above two millions ? to quarrel foi 
loss of three or four ears, and to strike oflf th« 
four hundred heads ? to fight against an imagi 
suspicion of I know not what? two thdn 
guards to be fetched for the king, I know not 

. * — K>f my baptism.] In virtue of which, he wmI 
to 6ght against »in, the world, and the deviLrr-^urd. 
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whence, and to keep up for himself no less than 
forty thousand ? to pretend the defence of parlia- 
ments, and violently to dissolve a]l even of his own 
calling, and almost choosing ? to undertake the re- 
formation of religion, to rob it even to the very 
skin, and then to expose it naked to the rage of all 
sects and heresies ? to set up counsels of rapine, 
and courts of murder? to fight against the king 
under a commission for him ; to take him forcibly 
out of the hands of those foi: whom he had con^ 
quered him ; to draw him into his net, with pro- 
testations and vows of fidelity ; and when he had 
caught him in it, to butcher him, with as little shanie 
as conscience or humanity, in the open face of the 
whole world ? to receive a commission for the king 
and parliament, to murder (as I said) the one, and 
destroy no less impudently the other? to fight 
against monarchy when he declared for it, and de- 
clare against it when he contrived for it in his 
own person ? to abase perfidiously and supplant in- 
gratefiilly his own general* first, and afterwards 
mast of those officers, who, with the loss of 
their honour and hazard of their souls, had lifted 
him up to the top of his unreasonable ambitions ? 
to break his faith with all enemies and with all 
friends equally ; and to make no less frequent use 
of the most solemn perjuries, than the looser sort 
of people do of customary oaths? to usurp three 
kingdoms without any shadow of the least preten. 
sions, and to govern them as unjustly a^lie got 
them? to set himself up as an idol (which we 
know, as St. Paul says, ** in itself is nothing,") and 

• Sir T. Faittax. 
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make the very streets of London like the Tall 
of HinnoD, by bnming the bowels of men* as 
sacrifice to his Molochsldp? to seek to ent 
this nsarpation upon bis posterity, and vrith 
an endless war npon the nation ? and lastly, by t 
severest judgment of Almighty Ood, to die hi 
j dened, and mad, and unrepentant, with the cun 

of the present age, and the detestation of all to st 
ceed >" 

Though I had much more to say (for the Ufe 
man is so short, that it allows not time enough 
speak against a tyrant) ; yet, because 1 had a nd: 
to hear -how my strange adversary would beha 
himself upon this subject, and to give even t 
devil (as they say) his right and fair play in a dl 
putation, I stopped here, and expected, not withe 
the frailty of a little fear, that he should have bro 
into a violent passion in behalf of his favourite: b 
he, on the contrary, very calmly, and with the dof 
like innocency of a serpent that was not yet warm 
enough to sting, thus replied to me : 

'< It is not so much out of my affection to tli 
person whom we discourse of (whose greatness 
too solid to be shaken by the breath of an orator] 
as for your own sake, honest countryman, whon 
conceive to err rather by mistake than out of m 



• By Imming the bowds of men as a sacrifice, &&] '. 
only means, that some persons suflfered the customary dai 
of traltcnrs, under the protector's government. But n 
tbta this tragical outcry on I know not what saerifiee 
Moloch ? Cromwell was a tyrant, no doubt, but surely i 
a cruel or sanguinary tyrant. In this, and some otlicr 
Btaaces, the author's xesentxnent gets the better of hii disc 
Hon, — Hurd* 
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lice, that I shall endeavour to reform your uocha- 
ritable and unjust opinion. And, in the fint fJlace, 
I must needs put you in mind of a sentence of the 
most ancient of the heathen divines, that yoa men 
are acquainted withal, 

'lis widced, with insulting feet, to tread 
Upon the moaumcnti o^ th^oead. 

And the intention of the reproof there is no less 
proper for this subject ; for it is spoken to a person 
who was proud ^nd insolent against those dead 
men, to whom he had been humble and obedient 
^Hiilst they lived." 

'* Your highness may please^" ssud J, " to add 
the verse that follows, as no less proper for this 
subject: 

Whom God's just doom and their own sins have sent . 
Already to their punishment. 

But I take this to be the role in the case ; that 
when we fix any infamy upon deceased persons, it 
should not be done out of hatred to the dead, but 
out of love and charity to the living: that the 
curses, which only rem^dn in men*s thoughts, and ' 
dare not come forth against tyrants (because they 
are tyrants), whilst they are so, may at least be fbr 
ever settled and engraven upon theiF- memories, to 
deter all others from the like wickedness ; which 
else, in the time of their foolish prosperity, the 
flattery of their own hearts, and of other men's 
tongues, would not suffer them to perceive. Am- 
bition is so subtle a tempter, and the corruption of 
haman nature so susceptible of the temptation, t^at 



ISO OLT 

ibretfarned of Ibe evil cooiequencea ; moch 
he find ool onlf the coDcuircDce of the prese 
the approbation too of following ages, nhic 
the liberty to judge more freely. The mlsc 
tjnaay \t too great, even in the aborlest IJai 
it ean eontiaue ; it ia endless luid insupporti 
Ihe example be to reign loo; and if a U 
most be invited to follow the etepa of a Cro 
as well by Ihe voice of honour, as by the ■ 
power and riches. Thocgh it may seem tt 
^tasdcally, yel waa it wisely done of the 
cnsans, to implead with the forms of their oi 
Justice, Co coademn and destroy even the sta 
all their tyrants : if it were possible to cot thi 
of all history, and to exlinEuish tlieir very ua 
am of opiniuD thai it ought to be done ; but 
they have left behiod them too deep wound 
ever closed up without a scar, at least let 
tach a mark upon their memory, that men 
lame wicked inctiaatiODS may be og less aSl 
with their lasting ignominy, than enticed b 
momentary glories. And that your highne 
perceive that I apeak not all this out of any ; 
tuimoaiiy against the person of the late pro 
1 assure you, upon my faith, that I bear nt 
hatred to his name, than I do to that of Ma 
Sylla, who never did me or any friend of mi 
least injury: and with that, transported, by 
fury, 1 fell into this sudden rapture : 

wish ? as Ihoi 
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But cursed on let him be) who thinks it brave 
' And great, his countrey* to enslave. 

Who seeks to overpoise alone 

The balance of a nation ; 

Against the whole but naked state> 
Who in his own light scale makes up with arms the 
weight. 

Who of his nation loves to be the first. 
Though at the rate of being worst; 

Who would be rather a great monster, than 
A well-pp portioned man : 
The son of earth, with hundred hands. 
Upon his three-piled mountain stands. 
Till thunder strikes him from the sky; 

The son of earth again in his earth's womb does lie. 

What blood, confusion, ruin, to obtain 
A short and miserable reign! 

In what oblique and humble creeping wise 
Does the mischievous serpent rise t 
But even his fork'd tongue strikes dead : 
When he has reared up his wicked head. 
He murders with his mortal frown ; - 

A basilisk he grows, if once he get a crown. 

But no guards can oppose assaulting fears. 
Or undermining tears, 

• Countrey.] This word, in the sense of patria, or as 
including in it the idea of a civil constitution, is always 
spelt by Mr. Cowley, I observe, with an e before y, coun- 
ttey ; in the sense of rua, without an e, country; and this 
distinction, for the sake of perspicuity, may Jbe worth pre- 
serving.— JSTurcf- 
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No more than doors or dose-drawn cnrtaiiis luf] 
The swarmiDg dreams ovt» when we sleep. 
That bloody conscience, too, of Ids 
(For, oh, a rebel red-coat 'tis !) 
Does here his early heU begin ; 

He sees his slaves without, his tyrant feels withii 

Let, gracious God, let never more thine hand 

Lift up this rod against our land. 
A tyrant is a rod and serpent too. 

And brings worse plagues than Egypt knew 

What rivers staiu'd with blood have been ! 

What btonn and hail-shot have we seen ! 

What sores deform'd the ulcerous state ! 
What darkness, to be felt, has buried ns <^ late! 

How has it snatch'd our flocks and herds away ! 

And made ev'n of our sons a prey ! 
What croaking sects and vermin has it seat. 

The restless nation to torment ! 

What greedy troops, what armed power 

Of flies and locusts, to devour 

The land, which every where they fill ! 
Nor fly they. Lord, away ; no, they devour it stil 

Come the eleventh plague, rather than this shou 
be i 

Come, sink us rather in the sea ; 
Come, rather, Pestilence, and reap us down ; 

Come, God's sword, rather than our own. 

Let rather Roman come again. 

Or Saxon, Norman, or the Dane : 

In aU the bonds we ever bore. 
We grieved, we sigh'd, we wept ; we never blnsh 
before. • 
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If by our sius the divine justice be 
. Caird to this last extremity, . 

Let some denouncing Jonas first be sent, 
To try if England can repent. 
Methinks, at least, some prodigy. 
Some dreadfiil comet from on high. 
Should terribly forewarn the earth. 

As of good princ^' death, so of a tyrant's birth." 

Here the spirit of verse beginning a little to fail, 
I stopped ; and his highness, smiling, said,'*' I was ' 
glad to see you engaged in the enclosure of metr&; 
for, if you had stayed in the open plain of declum- , 
ing against the word tyrant, I must have had pa- 
tience for half a dozen hours, till you had tired 
yourself as well as me. But pray, countryman, to 
avoid this sdomachy, or imaginary combat with 
words, let me know, sir, what you mean by the 
name of tyrant ; for I remember that, among your 
ancient authors, not only all kings, but even Jupiter 
himself (your Juvatu pater) is so termed; and, per- 
haps, as it was used formerly in a good sense, so 
we shall find it, upon better consideration, to be 
still a good thing for the benefit and peace of man- 
kind; at least, it will appear whether your in- 
terpretation of it may be justly applied to the per- 
son, who is now the subject of our discciurse."^ 

*' I call him (said I) a tyrant, who either intrudes 
himself forcibly into the government of his fellow- 
citizens without any legal authority over them ; or 
who, having a just title to the -government of a 
people, abuses it to the destruction or tormenting of 
them : so that all tyrants are at the same time 
usurpers, either of the wl^ole, or a!CU;dA\ ^l^'^'»x> 

h2 
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of that power which they assume to themselves : 
and no less are they to be accounted rebels ; since 
no man can usurp authority over others, but by 
rebelling against them who had it before, or at least 
against those laws which were his superiors : and 
in. all these senses, no history can afford us a more 
• evident example of tyranny, or more put of all pos- 
sibility of excuse or palliation, than that of the 
person wliom you are4)leased to defend ; whether 
we consider his reiterated rebellions agiunst all his 
superiors, or his usurpation of the supreme power 
to himself, or his tyranny in the exercise of it : 
and, if lawful princes have been esteemed tyrants, 
by not containing themselves within the bounds of 
those laws which have been left them, as the sphere 
of their authority, by their forefathers ; what shall 
we say of that man, who, having by right no power 
at all in this nation, could not content himself with 
that which had satisfied the most ambitions of our 
princes ? nay, not with those vastly extended limits 
of sovereignty, which he (disdsdning all that had 
been prescribed and observed before) was pleased 
(out of great modesty) to set to himself; not ab^ 
staining from i*ebellion and usurpation even agains 
his own laws, as well as those of the nation ?" 

" Hold, friend, (said his highness, pulling nr 
by my arm) for I see your zeal is transporting yr 
ag^n : whether the protector were a tyrant in t 
exorbitant exercise of his powei', we shall see aiv 
It is requisite to examine, first, whether he w 
so in the usurpation of it ; and I say, that not c 
he, but no man else ever, was, or can he so, and 
for these reasons : first, because all power be! 
only to God, who is the source and fountain c 
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as kiugs are of all honours in their dominlous; 
princes are but his viceroys in the little provinces 
of this world, and to some he gives their places for 
a few years, to some for their lives, and to others 
(upon ends or deserts best known to himself, or 
merely for his undisputable good pleasure) he be- 
stows, as it were, leases upon them and their pos- 
terity, for such a date of time as is prefixed in that 
patent of their destiny which is not legible to you 
men below; neither is it more unlawful for Oliver 
to succeed Charles in the kingdom of Engfand, 
when God so disposes of it, than it had been for 
him to have succeeded the lord Strafford in the 
lieutenancy of Ireland, if he had been appointed to 
it by the king then reigning : men are in both the 
cases obliged to obey him whom they see actually 
invested with the authority by that sovereign from 
whom he ought to derive it, without disputing or 
examining the causes, either of the removal of the 
one or the preferment of the other : secondly, be- 
cause 2dl power is attained, either by the election 
and consent of the people (and that takes away 
your objection of forcible intrusion) ; or else by a 
conquest of them (and that gives such a legal au- 
thority as you mention to be wanting in the usur- 
pation of a tyrant) ; so that either this title is 
right, and then there are no usurpers ; or else it is 
a wrobg one, and then there are none else but 
usurpers, if you examine the original pretences of 
the princes of the world : thirdly, (which, quitting 
the dispute in general, is a particular justification 
of, his highness,) the government of England was 
totally broken and dissolved and extinguished by 



the confusiuns of a civil war ; so ihtii bU hig 
conM not be accnsed to Iiite poueued h: 
riolently of the ancient bailding of tbe con 
wealth, bnt to hare prudently and peaceaU] 
up a new one ont of the mini uid aabea i 
former j and he who, after a deplorable ship* 
cau with extraordinary iadnitiy gather tq 
the dispened and broken planki and piecet 
and with DO leas wonderful an aed fdicitj 
jmn them as to make a new Teawl more tigl 
beautiAil than Ihc old one, deierrea, uo dov 
hare the commuid of her [eicn m hil big 
had), bf the deiiic of the >eatoeii and puai 
Ibemselrei. And do but consider, loatly, (for I 
a ninltittide of weight; thing! that might ht 
ken upon this noble ai^meut) do bat coi 
serioualy and impartially with yourself, whi 
mlrable parts of wit and pradeoce, what lot 
gable diligence and invincible courage, must 
ce»ity hare concurred in the pereon of that 
who, from to contemptible btginnings (ai 
i^crved before), and thj-ongh so many thonsauc 
cultiea, was able, not onlf to make himse 
greatest and most absolute monaivh of Ibis n 
bat to add to it the entire conquest of Irelan 
Scotluid (which the whole force of the i 
joined with the Roman virtue, couU never 
to), and tu crown all this with lUustriona an 
roical undertakings auritucetsseR npon all o 
reign enemies ; do but (1 say again) consiilei 
and yon will confess, that bis prudigiuua I 
were a belter lille lo imperial dignity, Iha 
blood of a hundred royal progenitor! ( aoc 
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rather lament that he lived not to overcome more 
nationSy than envy him the conquest and dominion 
of these." 

** Whoever you are (sidd I, my indignation 
making me somewhat bolder), your discourse, me- 
tliinks, becomes as little the person of a tutelar 
angel, as Cromwell's actions did that of a protector. 
It is upon- these principles, that all the great crimes 
of the world have been committed, and most par- 
ticularly those which I have had the misfortune to 
see in my own time and in my own countrey. If 
these be to be allowed, we must break up human so- 
ciety, retire into the woods, and equally there stand 
upon our guards against our brethren mankind, and 
our rebels the wild beasts ; for if there can be no 
usurpation upon the rights of a whole nation, there 
can be none most certainly upon those of a private 
person ; and if the robbers of countreys be God's 
vicegerents, there is no doubt but the thieves, and 
banditos, and murderers, are his under officers. 
It is true which ydu say, that God is the source and 
fountain of all power ; and it is no less true, that 
he is the creator of serpents as well as angels ; nor 
does his goodness fail of its ends, even in the ma- 
Uce of his own creatures. What power he suffers 
the devil to exercise in this world, is too apparent 
by our daily experience ; and by nothing more than 
the late monstrous iniquities which you dispute for 
and patronize in England : but would you infer 
from thence, that the pdwer of the devil is a just 
and lawful one, and that all men ought, as well as 
most men do, obey him ? Grod is the fountain of 
all powers; but some flow from the n^t haAd^^ 
it were, of hia goodAess^ and Q\])citn Vracoi >^ga. V 
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hand of his justice ; and the world, like an ifllaad 
between these two riiren, is sometimes refreshed 
and nourished by the one, and sometimes overmn 
and ruined by the other : ai^d (to continue a little 
farther .the sdlegory) We are never overwhelmed 
with the latter, till, either by oar malice or neg^- 
gence, we have stopped and dammed up the former. 

" But to come a little doser to your argument, or 
rather the image of an argument, your similitude: 
If Cromwell had come to command in Ireland in 
the place of the late lord Strafford, I should have 
yielded obedience, not for the equipage, and the 
strength, and the guards which he brought with 
him, but for the commission which he should first 
have shewed mc from our common sovereign that 
sent him ; and, if he could have done that from 
God Almighty, I would have obeyed him too in Eng- 
land : but that he was so far from being able to do, 
that, on the contrary, I read nothing but com- 
mands, and even public proclamations from God Al- 
mighty, not to admit him. 

".Your second argument is, that he had the same 
right for his authority that is the foundation of all 
others, even the right of conquest. Are we then 
so unhappy as to be conquered by the pel'son whom 
we hired at a daily rate, like a labourer, to conquer 
others for us ? did we furnish him with arms only 
to draw and try upon our enemies (as we, it seems, 
falsely thought them), and keep them for ever 
sheathed in the bowels of his friends ? did we fight 
for liberty against our prince, that we might become 
slaves to our servant ? This is such an impudent 
pretence, as neither he nor any of his flatterers for 
him had ever the face to meuxXwi, 'YXtfs^-s^'^^ ^an 
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hardly be spoken or thought of without passion, 
yet I shall, if you please, argue it more calmly than 
the case deserves. 

" The right certainly of conqtiest can only he exer- 
cised upon those against whom the war is de- 
clared and the victoiy obtained ; so that no whole 
nation can be said to be conquered, but hy foreign 
fbrce. In all civil wars, men are so far from sta- 
' ting the quarrel against their countrey, that they do 
it only against a person or party, which they really 
believe, or at least pretend, to be pernicious to it : 
neither can there be any just cause for the destroc- 
ticm of a part of the body, but when it is done for 
the preservation and safety of the whole." It is our 
countrey that raises men in the quarrel ; our coun- 
trey that arms, our countrey that pays them, our 
countrey that authorises the undertaking, and by 
that distinguishes it from rapine and murder : 
lastly, it is our countrey that directs and com- 
mands the anny, and is indeed their general ; so 
that to say, in civil wars, that the prevailing party 
conquers their ^countrey, is to say the countrey 
conquers itself: and if the general only of that 
party be the conqueror, the army by which he 
is made so is no less conquered than the army 
which is beaten, and have as little reason to tri- 
umph in that victory by which they lose both their 
honour and liberty : so that if Cromwell conquered 
any party, it was only that agsunst which he was sent, 
and what that was niiust appear by his commission. 
It was (says that) against a company of evil coun- 
sellors and disaffected persons, who kept the king 
from a good intelligence and conjunction with his 
people. It was not then against the |;^i^l&\ \\ V;^ 
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SO far from being so, that eren of that party which 
was beaten, the conqaest did not belong to Crom- 
well, but to the parliament which employed him in 
their service ; or rather indeed to the king and 
parliament, for whose service (if there had been 
any faith in men's vows and protestations) the wars 
were ondertaicen. Merdfiil God ! did the rig^t of 
tliis miserable conqaest remain then in his ma- 
jesty ? and didst thou suffer him to be destroyed 
with more barbarity than if he had b«en conquered 
even by savages and cannibals ? Was it for Idng and 
parliament that we fought ? and has it fared vdt^ 
them just as with the army which we fought 
agiednst, the one part being sUun, and the other 
fled ? It appears therefore plfunly, that Cromwell 
was not a conqueror, but a thief and robber of the 
rights of the Icing and parliament, and an-usurper 
upon those of the people. I do not here deny con- 
qaest to be sometimes (though it be very rarely) a 
true title ; but I deny this to be a true conquest. 
Sure I am that the race of our princes came not 
in by such a one. One nation may conquer another, 
sometimes justly ; and if it be unjustly, yet still it 
is a true conquest, and they are to answer for the 
injustice only to God Almighty (having nothing else 
in authority above them), and not as particular 
rebels to their countrey, which is, and ought, always 
to be, their superior and their lord. If perhaps we 
find usurpation instead of conquest in. the original 
titles of some royal families abroad (as no doubt 
there have been many usurpers before ours, thouj^ 
none in so impudent and execrable a manner) ; s'' 
I can say for tiiem is, that their title lyas very we 
tin, by length of time, and the death of all ? 
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pretenders, it became to be the true, because it 
was the only one. 

" Your third defence of his highness (as your high- 
n^s pleases to caU him) enters in most seasonably 
after his pretence of conquest ; for then a man may 
say any thing. The government was broken : who 
broke it? It was dissolved: who dbs<dved it? 
It was extinguished : who was it but Cromwell, 
who not only put out the light, but cast away even 
the very snuff of it ? as if a man should murder a 
whole family, and then possess himself of the 
house, because it is better that he, than that only 
rats, should live there. Jesus God ! (ssud I, and at 
that word I perceived my pretended angel to give a 
start, and trembled ; but I took no notice of it, 
and went on) this were a wicked pretension, even 
though the whole family were destroyed : but the 
heirs (blessed be God !) are yet surviving, and likely 
to outlive all heirs of their dispossessors, besides 
their infamy. " Rode, caper, vitem," &c. There 
will be yet wine enough left for the sacrifice of 
those wild beasts that have made so much spoil in 
the vineyard. But did Cromwell think, like Nero, 
to set the city on fire, only that he might have the 
honour of being founder of a new and more beau^ 
tifiil one ? He could not have such a shadow of 
virtue in his wickedness; he meant only to rob 
more securely and more richly in midst of the com* 
bnstioa : he little thought then that he should ever 
have been able to make himself master of the pa- 
lace, as well as plunder the goods of the common- 
wealth. He was glad to see the public vessel (the 
sovereign of the seas) in as desperate a condition as 
his own little canoe ; and thoiL0i\i o\A:<)^m^vss&^^ 
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scattered planks of that great shSpit 
better fisherboat for himself: bal 
that by the drowning of the master 
sdf treacherously knocked on the 
swimming for his life), by the fligh 
of others, and cowardly patience oi 
company, that all was abandoned t 
with the old hulk, and new miss 
agreeing pieces of his own, he mad< 
ado, that piratical vessel which w< 
command, and which, how tight 
may best be judged by its perpetnal 

" First then (much more wicked, 
ish daughters in the fable, who cut 
into pieces, in hope by charms ai 
make him young and lusty again) 
deavoured to destroy the building, 
imagine in what manner, with wh 
what workmen or what architect, 
built : secondly, if he had dreame 
able to revive that body which he 1 
had been but the insupportable inso! 
rant mountebank : and thirdly {y 
us nearest), that very new thing 
out of the ruins of the old, is n< 
original, either for beauty, use, oi 
an artificial plant, raised by the 
mist, is comparable to the true f 
which he first burnt, that out of tl 
might produce an imperfect similil 
making. 

" Your last argument is such (i 
syllogism), that the major proposit 
make atninge work in th« NvoxV^Si 
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for tmth ; to wit, that he who has the best parts 
in a natioD, has the right of being king over it. 
We had enough to do here of old with the con- 
tention between two branches of the same family. 
What would become of U8> when every man in Eng- 
land should lay his claim to the government ? and 
truly, if Cromwell should have commenced his plea 
when he seems to have begun his ambition,* there 
were few persons besides, t^at might not at the 
-same time have put in theirs too. But his deserts, 
I suppose, you will date from the same term that I 
do his great demerits ; that is, from the beginning 
of our late calamities (for, as for his private faults 
before, I can only wish, and that with as much 
charity to him as to the public, that he had con- 
tinued in them till his death, rather than changed 
them for those of his latter days) ; and therefore 
we must begin the consideration of his greatness 
from the unlucky era of our own misfortunes, 
which puts me in mind of what was said less truly 
of Pompey the Great, "Nostr^ miserid magnus es." 
But because the general ground of your argumen- 
tation consists in this ; that all men who are the * 
effecters of extraordinary mutations in the world, 
must needs have extraordinary forces of nature, by 
which they are enabled to turn about, as they please, 
so great a wheel ; I shall speak first a few words upon 
this universal proposition, which seems so reason- 
able, and is so popular, before I descend to the par^ 
ticular examination of the eminences of that person 
which is in question. 

<< I have often observed (with all submission and 
resignation of spirit to the inscrutable mysteries of 
Eternal Providence), that 'when XYv^^ VqXjqr.'k^ «bw^ 
matunty of time is come, t\iaX^to^xxR«k^2tofc^S^^ 
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senate, nor the wit and eloquence of Cicero, nor 
the courage and idrtue of Brutus, was able to de- 
fend their countrey or themselves against the un* 
experienced rashness of a beardless boy, . and the 
loose rage of a voluptuous madman.* The valour 
and prudent i^unsels on the one side are made 
fruitless, and the errors and cowardice on the 
other harmless, by unexpected accidents. The onp 
general saves his life, and gains the whole world 
by a very dream ; and the other loses both at once 
by a little mistake of the shortness of his sight :f 
and though this be not always so ; for we see that 
in the translation of the great monarchies fromione 
to another, it pleased God to make choice of the 
most eminent men in nature,- as Cyrus, Alexander, 
Scipio, and his contemporaries, for his chief instrii- 
ments and actors in so admirable a work (the end 
of this being not only to destroy or punish one na- 
tion, which may be done by the worst of mankind, 
but to exalt and bless another, which is only to be 
effected by great apd virtuous pei'sons) ; yet, when 
God only intends the temporary chastisement of a 
people, he does not raise up his servant Cyrus (as 
he himself is pleased to call him), or an Alexander 
(who had as many virtues to do good, as vices to 

• — a beardless boy and vohiptuous madman.] Octaviw 
and Antony. 

V t — a dream— and Che shortness of his sight.] It waa 
owing to a dream of his physician, that Octavius saved his 
life (by quitting his tent, where he was sick, in a critical 
moment), and assisted at the battle of Philippi, whidi 
gained him the whole world. Cassius's death, and the tt 
success at Philippi, was owing to a mistake whidi this fe^ 
neral fell into, by. the shortnees oC bi& nijkix. 
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do harm) ; but he makes the MassaoeUos and the 
Johns of Leyden the instniments of his Tengeanoe, 
that the power of the Almighty might be moit 
evident by the weakness of the means which he 
chooses to demonstrate it. He did not assemble 
the serpents and the monsters of Afric to correct 
the pride of the Egyptians, but called for his armies 
of locusts out of iEthiopia, and formed new ones 
of vermin out of the very dust: a&d because 
you see a whole country destroyed by these, will 
you argue from thence they must needs have had 
both the craft of foxes and the courage of lions ? 

** It is easy to apply this general observation to the 
particular case of our troubles in England; and 
that they seem only to be meant for a temporary 
diastisement of our sins, and not for a totid abo- 
lishment of the old, and introduction of a new 
government, appears probable to me from these 
considerations, as far as we may be bold to make a 
judgment of the will of God in future events : first, 
because he has suffered nothing to settle or take 
root in the place of that which hath been so un- 
wisely and unjustly removed, that none of these 
untempered mortars can hold out against the n^ 
blast of wind, nor any stone stick to a stone, till 
that which these foolish builders have refus^ be 
made again the head of the comer ; for, when the 
indisposed and long-tormented commonwealth has 
wearied and spent itself almost to nothing, with 
the .chargeable, various, and dangerous experiments 
of several mountebanks, it is to be supposed it will 
have the wit at last to send for a true physician; 
especially when it sees (which is the second oon- 
stderation) most evidenlVf (aa Vx \st»vc \»e^Qs to do>. 
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I do^eveiy day more aud more, and might 
ne perfectly long since) that no usurpation 
what name, or pretext soever) can be kept 
.out open force, nor force without the coiv- 
e of those oppressions upon the people^ 
nil at last tire out their patience, though it 
t even to stupidity. They cannot be so dull 
ppverty and hunger begin to whet their 
anding) as not to ^nd out this no extra- 
f mystery ; that it is madness in a nation to 
ee millions a year for the maintaining of 
rvitude under tyrants, when they might live 

nothing under their princes. This, I say, 
\ always lie hid even to the slowest capaci- 
ad the next truth they will discover after- 
U, that a whole people can never have the 
thout having at the same time the power, to 

themselves : thirdly, it does not look, me- 

as if God had forssdcen the family of that 
om whom he has raised up five children of 
nent virtue, and all other commendable 
8, as ever lived perhaps (for so many tb> 
and so young) in any other family in the 
vorld ; especially if we add hereto ^his con-, 
on, that by protecting and preserving some 
\ ah'eady through as great dangers as ever 
ist with safety, either by prince or private per- 

bas given them already (as we may reason- 
pe it to be meant) a promise and earnest of 
ire favours : and lastly (to return closely to 
vnrse from which I have a Uttle digressed) 
! I see nothing of those excellent parts of 

and mixture of merit with their, vices, in 
e disturbers of oar peace and b&^^V5afi»&<k 



^Hiit uicB Id be fonnd In the peraoni of thOM nko 
^Hre born for the erecliou of new empim. 
^B " Aad, I coofcM, 1 find nothing oiC that kind, Mk 
^hot any Hhadow (lakiDc away [he false Bight of lone 
Hpronperity) in the man whom yoa extol for Ihe fini 

■ example of It; aud certdiulj, all Ttnuea belsi 
I rlgliily dirided into moral and iuielleclnsl, J know 

■ not how we can belter jvd^ of the former than bj 
I men's iictiuns, or of the latter thau by thnr wri- 
I tings or Hpeechul. Ai for these latter (which an 
[ leant in merit, or ruiher whieh arc only the ioatni- 
I meula of miK'hii'f tvliere the other are wanting) I 

think you caii harilly pick out the name of a uiu 
vrho erer was called ^real, beaideit him we are tum 
speaking of, wliii never left the memory behind bia 
of one wise or witty a|>aphtheRiu even amnngil hil 
domestic senrantB ur Rreatttt flatterers, lliat Utile 
in print, whicli remains ii|>ou a sad record for him, 
is such iw a satire a^iust him would not ban 
made him aay, fur fear of Inumgressiiig too nmch 
the roles of probability. 1 know not what you cm 
produce for (he juslifinition of his parti in lUi 
liiiid, !iu( his hariiig bvfu able lo ilect^ve to manj 
partlcnlar persona, and so many whole paitic*, 
which If yon pleaie to take notice of ibr the ad- 
mitage of bis intellectnals, I desire yoa to allow 
me the liberty to do so loo when I am to speak «f 
hll morals. The truth of the thiui; is this j that if 
craft be wisdom, auil difsiiiiuIalioD wit (aaalslcd 
both aud improved with hypocrisies and perjnricfl), 
I most not deuy him lo have tieen singular In both ; 
but ID gross was the manner in which he madf we 
of them, that, as wise men onghc uot to hare be- 
itemd Jijin u fint, w na nwa yn* fOol eooogh Co 
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believe him at last v neither did any mdn seem to 
do it, but those who thought they gained as much 
by that dissembling, as he did by his. His very 
actings of godliness grew at last as ridiculous, as If 
a player, by putting on a gown, should think he re- 
presented excellently a woman, though his beard 
at the same time were seen by all the spectators. 
If you ask me why they did not hiss, and explode 
him off the stage, I can only answer, that they 
durst not do so, because the actors and the door- 
keepers were too strong for the company. I must 
confess, that by these arts (how grossly soever 
managed, as by hypocritical praying and silly 
preaching, by unmanly tears and whinings, by. 
falsehoods and perjuries even diabolical) he had at 
first the good fortune (as men call it, that is, the 
ill-fortune) to attain his ends ; but it was because 
his ends were so unreasonable, that no human 
reason could foresee them ; which made them who 
had to do with him, believe that he was rathec a 
well meaning and deluded bigot, than a crafty and 
malicious impostor. That these art^ were helped 
by an indefatigable industry (as you term it), I am 
so fEu: from doubting, that I intended to object 
that diligence as the worst of his crimes. It 
makes me almost mad, when I hear a man com- 
mended for his diligence in wickedness. If I 
were his son, I should wish to God he had been a 
more lazy person, and that We might have found 
him sleeping at the hours when other men are or- 
dinarily waking, rather than waking for those ends 
of his when other men were oidinarily asleep. 
How ^gent the wicked are, the Scripture oftoi 
tells us : '^ Their fieet run to evil, and tbe;^ idoaS». 
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haste to shed innocent blood/' Isai. lix. 7. '* He 
travels with iniquity/' Psal. vii. 14. " He deviseth 
mischief upon his bed," Psal. xxxiv. 4. "They 
search out iniquity, they accomplish a diligent 
search," Psal. Ixiv. 6. and in a multitude of other 
places. And would it not seem ridiculous to prsuse 
a wolf for his watchfulness, and for his indefatigable 
industry in ranging all night about the country, 
whilst the sheep, and perhaps the shepherd, and 
perhaps the very dogs too, are all asleep ? 

The Chartreux wants the warning of a bell 
To call him to the duties of his cell ; 
There needs no noise at all to awaken tin : 
The adulterer and the thief his larum has within. 

-rAnd if the diligence of wicked persons be so 
much to be blamed, as that it is only an emphasis 
and exaggeration of their wickedness, I see not 
how their courage can avoid the same censure. If 
the undertaking bold, and vast, and unreasonsible 
designs can deserve that honourable name, I am 
sure Faux and his fellow gunpowder friends will 
have cause to pretend, though not an equal, yet at 
least the next place of honour ; neither can I doubt 
but, if they too had succeeded, they would have 
found their applauders and admirers. It was bold, 
unquestionably, for a man, in defiance of all human 
' and divine laws (and with so little probability,of a 
long impunity), so publicly and so outrageously to 
murder his master ; it was bold with so much in- 
solence tmd affront to expel and disperse all the 
chief partners of his guilt, and creators of his 
power; it was bold to violate so openly and so 
scomfiilly all acts and coustitutions of a nation^ aod 
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afterwards even of his own making ; it was bold to 
assnme the authority of calling, and bolder yet of 
breaking, so many parliaments ; it was bold to 
trample upon the patience of his own, and provoke 
that of all neighbouring countries ; it was bold, I 
say, above all boldnesses, to*ui9urp this tyranny to 
himself, and impudent, above all impudences, to 
endeavour to transmit it to his posterity. But all 
this boldness is so far from being a sign of manly 
courage (which dares not transgress the rules of 
any other virtue), that it is only a demonstration 
of brutish madness or diabolical possession : in 
both which last*cases there use frequent examples 
to appear, of such extraordinary force, as may justly 
seem more wonderful and astonilihing than the ac- 
tions of Cromwell ; neither is it stranger to believe 
jthat a whole nation should not be able to govern 
him and a mad army, than that five or six men 
should not be strong enough to bind a distracted 
girl.' There is no man ever succeeds in one wicked- 
ness, but it gives him the boldness to attempt a 
greater. It was boldly done of Nero to kill his 
toother, and all the chief nobility of the empire ; 
it was boldly done, to set the metropolis of the 
whole world on fire, and undauntedly play upon his 
liarp whilst he saw it burning. I could reckon up 
five .hundred boldnesses of that great person (for 
why should not be, too, be called so ?) who wanted, 
when he was to die, that courage which could hardly 
have failed any woman in the like necessity. 

'* It would look, I must confess, like envy, or too 
much partiality, if I should say that personal kind 
Of courage had been deficient in the man we speak 
of ; I «m confident it was not : and yet I ma^ ^<i^> 
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tare, I thiuk, to affirm, that no man ever bore the 
honour of so many victories at the rate of fewer 
wonnds and dangers of his own body ; and thoogh 
his valour might perhaps have given him a jost pre- 
tension to one of the first charges in an army, it 
ooald not certainly be a sufficient ground for a title 
to the command of three nations. 

** What then shall we say ? that he did all thiirby 
witchcraft ? He did so, indeed, in a great measure, 
by a sin that is called like it in the Scriptures. 
But, truly and unpassionately reflecting upon the 
advantages of his i^ierson, which might be thought 
to have produced those of his fortune, I can espy 
no other but extraordinary diligence and infinite 
dissimulation; and believe he was exalted above 
his nation, partly by his own faults, but chiefly for 
ours. 

'* We have brought him thus briefly (not through 
all his labyrinths) to the supreme usurped authority; 
and because you say it was great pity he did ifot life 
to command more kingdoms, be pleased to let me 
represent to you, in a few words, how well I cob- 
odve he governed these: and we will di\dde the 
consideration into that of his foreign and domestic 
actions. The first of his foreign was a peace with 
our brethren of Holland (who were the first of our 
neighbours that God chastised for having had so 
great a hand in the encouraging and abetting oar 
troubles at home). Who would not imagine, at first 
glimpse, that this had been the most virtuous and 
laudable deed that his whole life could have made 
any parade of? but no man can look upon all the 
circumstances,without perceiving, that it was purdy 
the sale and sacrificing of the greatest advantage! 
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that this country could ever hope, aud wajj ready to 
reap, from a foreign war, to the private interests of 
his covetousness and ambition, and the security of 
his new and unsettled usurpation. No sooner is ' 
that danger past, but this Beatus Pacificus is kindling 
a fire in the northern world, and carrying a war two 
thousand mites off westwards. Two millions a year 
(besides all the vales of his protectorship) is as little 
callable to suffice now either his avarice or prodi- 
gality, as the two hundred pounds were that he was 
bom to. He must have his prey of the whole la- 
iBefl, both by sea and land — this great alligator. 
To satisfy our Anti-Solomon (who has made silver 
almost as rare as gold, and gold as precious stones. 
In his new Jerusalem), we must go, ten thousand 
of his slaves, to fetch him riches from his fantasti- 
cal Ophir. Aud because his flatterers brag of him 
as the most fortunate prince (the Faustus, as well 
as Sylla, of our nation, whom God never forsook in 
any of his undertakings), I desire them to consider 
how, since the English name was ever heard )>f, it 
never received so great and so infamous a blow 
as under the imprudent conduct of this unlucky 
Faustus ; and herein let me admire the justice of 
God in this circumstance, that they who had en- 
slaved their count rey (though a great army, which I 
wish may be observed by ours with trembling) 
should be so shamefully defeated by the hands of 
forty slaves. It was very ridiculous to see how 
prettily they endeavoured to hide this ignominy 
under the great name of the conquest of Jamaica; 
as if a defeated army should have the impudence to 
brag afterwards of the victory, because, though the\ 
had Aed out of the field of battle, ^el lYie^ ^iaaE\«c^ 
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that Dight in a village of the enemies. The war with 
Spain was a necessary c&nseqnence of this folly; and 
how much we have gotten by it, let the costom- house 
and exchange inform yon : and if he please to boast 
of the taking a part of the silver fleet (which, in- 
deed, nobody else but he, who was the sole gainer, 
has cause to do), at least let him give leave to the 
rest of the nation (which is the only loser) to com- 
plain of the loss of twelve hundred of her ships. 

" But because it may here, perhaps, be answered, 
that his successes nearer home have extinguished 
the disgrace of so remote miscarriages, and that 
J^unlcirk ought more to be remembered for his glory 
than St. Domingo for his disadvantage, I must con- 
fess, as to the honour of the English courage, that 
they were not wanting upon that occasion (except- 
ing only the fault of serving at least indirect 
against their master) to the upholding of the re- 
nown of their warlike ancestors. Bat for his par- 
ticular share of it, who sat still at home, and ex- 
posed them so frankly abroad, I can only say, that 
for less money than he in the short time of his 
reign exacted from his fellow-sul^ects, some of our- 
former princes (with the d^Iy hazard of their own 
persons) have added to the dominion of England, 
not only one town, but even a greater kingdom than 
itself. And this being all considerable as concern- 
ing his enterprises abroad, let us examine, in the 
next place j how much we owe him for his justice 
and good government at home. 

" And, first, he found the commonwealth (as they 

then called it) in a ready stock of about 800,000 

pounds ; he left the commonwealth (as he had the 

impudent raillery stVU to ca^VW^ ^sKrax^x^t^TsS^^Sd^iui 
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and a half in debt. He found our trade very much 
decayed indeed, in comparison of the golden times 
of our late princes ; he left it as much agsuB more 
decayed than he found it : and yet not 6nly no prince 
in England, but no tyrant in the world, ever sought 
out more base or infamous means to raise monioB. 
I shall only instance in one that he put in practice, 
and another that he attempted, but was frighted 
from the execution (even he) by the infEimy of it* 
That which he put in practice was dedmation;* 
which was the most impudent breach of all public 
faith that the whole nation had given, and all pri- 
vate capitulations which himself had made, as the 
nation's general and servant, that can be found out 
(I believe) in all history, from any of the most bar- 
barous generals of the most barbarous people: 
which, because it has been 'most excellently and 
most largely laid open by a whole book f written 
upon that subject, I shall only desire you here to 
remember the thing in general, and to be pleased 
to look upon that author, when yon would recollect 

* Decimation.] By decimation is here meant^ not the 
putting to death of evory tenth man (which is the usual 
sense of this term)/ but the lerying of the tenth penny on 
the states of the royalists. I find the word so used by 
sir J. Denham, among whose poems there is one, entitled^ 
" On my lord Croft's and my Journey into Poland, firom. 
whence we brought 10,000^ for his mi^csty, by the cfect- 
malUfn of his Scottish subjects there."— But see lord Claren- 
don's History, voL iii. p. 443, fol^^Hurd, 

t A whole book.] I have never seen this book; but sup- 
pose it to be the same which was written by the king's com- 
mand at Cologne, and, most probably, by sir Edward Hyde, 
^HisL of the Rebellion, voL iii. p. 445, foh^Hurd* 
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all the particulars and circamstaneefl of the iniqahy; 
Hie other design, of raiting a present sum of mo- 
ney, which he violently pursned, bat dorst not pot 
in execation, was by the calling in and establish- 
ment of the Jews at London ; from which be was 
rebutted by the universal outcry of the divines, aad 
even of the citizens too, who took it ill that a con- 
siderable number at least amongst themselves were 
not thought Jews enough by their own Herod : and 
for this design, they say, he invented (oh Antidirist! 
nvnpcf and i noviif o; !) to sell St. Paul's to them far 
a synagogue, if their purses and devotions could 
have reached to the purchase. And this, indeed, if 
he had done only to reward that nation which had 
given the first noble example of crucifying their 
king, it might have had some appearance of grati- 
tude : but he did it only for love of their mammon ; 
and would have sold afterwards, for as much more, 
St. Peter's (even at his own Westminster) to the 
Turks, for a mosquito. Such was his extraordinary 
piety to God, that he desired he might be worship- 
ped in all manners, excepting only that heathenish 
way of the Common Prayer-book. But what do I 
speak of his wicked inventions for getting money, 
when every penny, that for almost five years he 
took every day from every man living in England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, was as much robbery as if it 
had been taken by a thief upon the highways ! Was 
it not s6 ? or can any man think that Cromwell, 
with the assistance of his forces and moss-troopers, 
had more right to the command of all men's purses, 
than he might have had to any one's whom he had 
met and been too strong for upon a road ? And yet. 
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wheu this came, iu the case of Mr. Coney,* to be 
disputed by a legal trial, he (which was the highest 
act of tyranny that ever was seen in England) not 
only discouraged and threatened, but violently im- 
prisoned the counsel of the plaintiff; that is, he 
shut up the law itself close prisoner, that no man 
might have relief from, or access to it. And it 
ought to be remembered, that this was done by 
those men who a few years before had so bitterly 
decried, and openly opposed, the king's regular and 
formal wayof proceeding in the trial of a little ship- 
money. - 

** But, though we lost the benefit of our old courts 
of Justice, it cannot be denied that he set up new 
ones; and such they were, that as no virtuous 
prince before would, so no ill one durst erect. 
What, have we lived so many hundred years under 
such a form of justice as has been able regularly to 
punish air men that offended agsunst it, and is it s^ 
deficient just now, that we must seek out new ways 
how to proceed against offenders? The reason 
which can only be given in nature for a necessity of 
this is, because those things are now made crimes 
which were never esteemed so in former ages ; and 
there must needs be a new court set up to punish 
that which all the old ones tvere bound to protect 
and reward. But I am so far from declaiming (as 
you call it) against these wickednesses (which, if I 
should undertake to do, I should never get to the 
peroration), that you see I only give a hint of some 
few^ and pass over the rest, as things that ai'e too 

• The cas^ of Mr. Coney.] Which the readtt may gee in 
loid Clarendon'B History, vol. iii. p. 506, toV.— Burd. 

l2 
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many to be numbered, and mnst only be m 
groM. Let any man shew me (for, thoof 
tend not to much reading, I wUl defy lili 
history), let any man shew me (I »ay) in 
of any nation in the world (though much 
than ours) where there have, in the span 
years, been made so many prisoners, onl 
the endless jealousies of one tyrant's guilty J 
tion. I grant you, that Marius and Sylla, 
accursed triumvirate after them, put mor 
to death ; but the reason, I think, partly 
cause in those times, that had a mixture 
honour with their madness, they thought i 
civil revenge ag£unst a Roman to take avi^y 
than .to take away his liberty. But truli 
point of murder, too, we have little reason 
that our late tyranny has been deficient to 
amples that have ever been set it in other o 
Our judges and our courts of justice have i 
idle : and, to omit the whole reign of our 1 
(till the beginning of the war), in which nc 
blood was ever drawn but from two or thi 
I think the longest time of our worst prince 
saw many more executions than the 8hor 
our blessed reformer ; and we saw and sn 
our open streets (as I marked to you at f 
broiling of human bowels as a bumt-offei 
sweet savour to our idol. But all murderi 
all torturing (though after the subtlest inv< 
his predecessors of Sicily), is more hum 
more- supportable than his selling of Ch 
Englishmen, gentlemen ; his selling of tl 
monstrous ! oh incredible !) to be slaves In J 
If his whole life could \>e le^Toeudied with i 
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action, yet this alone would weigh down all the 
multiplicity of crimes in any of our tyrants ; and I 
dare only touch, without stopping or insisting upon 
80* insolent and so execrable a cruelty, for fear of 
falling into so violent (though a just) passion, as 
would make me exceed that temper and modera- 
tion, which I resolve to observe in this discourse 
with you. 

- ** These are great calamities ; but even these are 
not thie most insupportable that we have endured : 
for so it is, that the scorn, and modcery, and in- 
suitings of an enemy, are more painfui than the 
deepest wounds of his serious fury. This man was 
wanton and merry (unwittily and ungracefully mer- 
ry) with our sufferings: he loved to say and do 
senseless and fantastical things, only to shew his 
power of doing or saying any thing. It would ill 
befit mine, or any civil mouth, to repeat those words 
which he spoke concerning the most saCred of our 
English laws, the Petition of Right and Magna 
Charta.* To-day you should see him ranting so 
wildly, that nobody durst come near him$ the mor- 
row, flinging of cushions, and playing at snow-balls, 
with his servants : this month he assembler a par- 
liament, and professes himself with humble tears to 
be only their servant and their minister; the next 
month he swears by the living God, that he will 
turn them out of doors ; and he does so, in his 
princely way of threatening^ bidding them, " Turn 
the buckles of their girdles behind them." The repre- 
sentative of a whole, nay, of three whole nations, was 



• Magna Charta.] In the case of Coney, before-men- 
Ifoiied. 
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iu his esteem so contemptible a meeting, that he 
thought the affronting and expeUing of. them to be 
a thing of so Uttle consequence, as not to deserve 
that he should advise with any mortal man about it. 
What shall we call this, boldness or brutishness ? 
rashness or frenzy } There is no name can come 
up to it ; and therefore we must leave it without 
one. Now a parliament must be chosen in the new 
manner, next time in the old form, but all cashiered 
still after the newest mode; now he will govern 
by major-generals, now by one house, now by an- 
other house, now by no house; now the freak 
takes him, and he makes seventy peers of the land 
at one clap {extempore and stana pede in uno) ; and, 
to manifest the absolute power of the potter, he 
chooses not only the worst clay he could find, but 
picks lip even the dirt and mire, to form out of it 
his vessels of honour. It was said anciently of 
Fortune, that when she had a mind to be merry 
and to divert herself, she was wont to raise up such 
kind of people to the highest dignities. This sob 
of Fortune^ Cromwell (who was himself one of the 
primest of her jests), found out the true havt gousi 
of this pleasure, and rejoiced in the extra^tigance of 
his ways, as the fullest demonstration of his uncon- 
trollable sovereignty. Good God! what have we 
seen, and what have we suffered ? what do all 
these actions signify ? what do they say aloud to 
the whole nation, but this (even as plainly as if it 
were proclumed by heralds through the streets of. 
Jjoudon) : ^ You are slaves and fools, and so I will, 
use you ! * 

** These are briefly a part of those merits which 
you lament to have yiai\te^ \\v^ teward of mote. 
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kiugdoms, and suppose that, if he had lived longer, 
he might have had them ; whicli I am so far from 
concurring to, that I believe his seasonable dying to 
have been a greater good fortune to him than all 
the ketones and prosperities of his life. For he 
seemed evidently, methinks, to be near the end of 
his deceitfol glories : his own army grew at last as 
weary of him as the rest of the people; and I 
never {>as8ed of late before his palace (his do I call 
it? I ask God and the king pardon), but I never 
passed of late before Whitehall,, without reading 
upon the gate of it, " Mene Mene, Tekel Uphar- 
sm." • But it pleased God to take him from the 
ordinary courts of men, and juries of-his peers, to his 
own high court of justice ; which being more mer- 
cifuTthan ours b^low, there is a little room yet left 
for the hope of his friends, if he have any; though 
the outward unrepentance of his death afford but 
small materials for the work of charity, especially 
if he designed even then to entail his own injustice 
upon his children, and, by it, inextricable confusions 
and civil wars upon the nation. But here is at last 
an end of him. And where is now the fruit of all 
that blood and calamity which his ambition has 
cost the world ? Where is it ? Why, his son, you 
will say, has the whole crop ; I doubt he will find 
it quickly blasted: I have nothing to say against 
the gentleman,f or any living of his family : on the 
contrary, I wish him better fortune than to have a- 
long and unquiet possession of his master's inhe- 

• Dan.' V. 25. 

t ^notfiing to say against the- gentleman.] ' A remark- 
able tettimony to the blameless character of Kichard Crom- 
weU!— ifurct. 
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ritance. Whatsoever I have spoken against his 
father^ is that which I should have thought (though 
decenqr, perhaps, might have hindered me from 
saying it) even against mine own, if I had been so 
unhappy, as that mine, by the same ways, should 
have left me three kingdoms." 

Here I stopped ; and my pretended protector, who, 
I expected, would have been very angry, fell a 
laughing, it seems, at the simplicity of my discourse ; 
for thus he replied : ** You seem to pretend eit- 
tremely to the old obsolete rules of virtue and con- 
science, which makes me doubt very much whether 
from this vast prospect of three kingdoms you can 
shew me any acres of your own : hut these are so 
far from making you a prince, that I am afraid 
your friends will never have the contentment to see 
you so much as a justice of peace in your own 
countrey : for this, I perceive, which you call vir- 
tue, is notliing else but either the frowardness of a 
Cynic, or the laziness of an Epicurean. I am glad 
you allow me at least artful dissimulation and un- 
wearied diligence in my hero ; and I assure you, 
that he, whose life is constantly drawn by those 
two, shall never be misled out of the way of great- 
ness*. But I see you are a pedant and Platonical 
ststesman, a theoretical commonwealth's-man, an 
Utopian dreamer. Were ever riches gotten by your 
golden mediocrities, or the supreme place at- 
tained to by virtues that must not stir out of the 
middle? Do you study Aristotle's politics, and 
write, if you please, comments upon them ; and let 
another but practise Machiavel — and let us see then 
which of you two will come to the greatest prefer- 
inent. If the desue ot t\iV& ^tA ^sv^riority be a 
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virtue (as sure I am it is more imprinted in human 
nature than any of your lethargical morals ; and 
what is the virtue of any creature, but the exercise 
of those powers and incliuations which God has 
infused into it ?) if that (I say) be virtue, we ought 
pot to esteem any thing vice, which is the most 
proper, if not the only, means of attaining of it : 

It is a truth so certain and so clear. 

That to the first-born man it did appear. 

Did not the mighty heir, the noble Cain, 

By the fresh laws of nature tanght,'di8dain 

Tliat (though a brother) any one should be 

A greater favourite to God than he^? 

He strook him down : and so (said he) so fell 

The sheep, which thou didst sacrifice so well. 

Since all the fullest sheaves which I could bring. 

Since all were blasted in the offering. 

Lest God should my next victim too despise, 

The acceptable priest I'll sacrifice. 

Hence coward fears ! for the first blood so spilt. 

As a reward, he the first city built. 

*Twa8 a beginning generous and high. 

Fit for a grand-child of the Deity. 

So well advanced, 'twas pity there he sta/d ; 

One step of glory more he should have made. 

And to the utmost bounds of greatness gone : 

Had Adam too been kill'd, he might have rieign'd 

alone. 
One brother's death, what do I mean to name, 
A small oblation to revenge and fame ? 
The mighty-soul'd Abimelec, to shew 
What for a high place a higher spirit can do^ 
A hecatomb almost of brethren slew, 
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And seventy times in nearest blood he dyed 
(To make it hold) his royal purple pride. 
Why do I name the lordly creature man ? 
The weak, the mild, the coward woman, can. 
When to a crown she cnts her sacred way. 
All that oppose, with manlike coui*age, slay. 
. So Athaliah, when she saw her son. 
And with his life her dearer greatness, gone. 
With a majestic fary slaughter'd all 
Whom high birth might to high pretences call : 
Since he was dead who all her power sustain'^d. 
Resolved to reign alone ; resolved, and reign'd;* 
In vain her sex, in vain the laws withstood. 
In vain the sacred plea of David's blood ; 
A noble and a bold contention, she 
(One woman) undertook with destiny : 
^he to pluck down, destiny to uphold 
(Obliged by holy oracles of old) 
The great Jesssean race on Judah's throne ; 
Till 'twas at last an equal wager grown : 
Scarce fate, with much ado, the better got by one. 
Tell me not, she herself at last was slain : 
Did she not first seven years (a life-time) reign ? 
Seven royal years to a public spirit will seem 
More than the private life of a Methusalem. 
'Tis godUke to be great ; and, as they say, 
A thousand years to God are but a day ; 
So to a man, when once a crown he wears^ 
The coronation day's more than a thousand years." 

* —resolved, and reign'd.] Turned much in the moBBtt 
of that famous line in Miltoi]^- 

*" Tempt not the Lord thy Ood: he taid, afid stood." 

P. R. It. 56i. 
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He would have gone on, I perceived, in his blas- 
phemies, but that, by God's grace, I became so bold, 
as thus to iutermpt him : ** I understand now per- 
fectly (which I guessed at long before) what kind of 
angel and protector you are ; and, though your style 
in verse be very much mended* since you were 
wont to deliver oracles, yet your doctrine is much 
worse than ever you hsul formerly (that I heard of) 
the face to publish; whether your long practice 
with mankind has ' increased and improved your 
malice, or whether you think us in this age to be 
^own so impudently wicked, that there needs no 
more art or disguises to draw us to your party." 

'* My dominion," said he hastily, and with a 
dreadful furious look, ** is so great in this world, 
and I am so powerful a monarch of it, that I need 
not be ashamed that you should know me: and 
that you may see I know you too, I know you to be 
an obstinate and inveterate malignant; and for that 
reason, I shall take you along with me to the next 
garrison of ours, from whence you shall go to the 
Tower, and from thence to the court of justice, and 
from thence you know whither.'* I was almost in 
the very pounces of the great bird of prey ; 

When, lo, ere the last words were fully spoke. 
From a fair cloud, which rather oped than broke, 
A flash of light, rather than lightning, came. 
So swift, and yet so gentle, was the flame. 

• -^oui style in verse be very much maided.] This 
oompUment was intended, not so much to the foregoing* 
as to the following verses* of which the author had reason 
to be proud ; but, as being delivered in his own person, covld 
not 10 properly make the panegyric^-iiuTd. 
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Upon it rode (and, in bis full career, 

Seem'd to my eyes no soono' there than here) 

The comeliest yoath of all the aogdic race ; 

Lovely his shape, ineflfable his face. 

The frowDSy with which he strook the trembling 

iiendy 
All smiles of human beauty did transcend ; 
His beams of locks fell part disheveU'd down. 
Part upwards cnii'd, and form'd a natural crowu, 
Such as the British monarchsused to wear; 
If gold might be compared with angels' hair. 
His coat and flowing mantle were so bright. 
They seem'd both made of woven silver light : 
Across his breast an azure ruban vrent,* 
At which a medal hung, that did present. 
In wondrous living figures to the sight, 
The mptic champion's and old dragon's fight ; 
And from his mantle's side there shone afar 
A fix*d, and, I believe, a real star. 
In his fair hand (what need was there of more ?) 
No arms, but the English bloody cross, he bore; 



* Across his breast an asure ruban went.] I observed, 
that the plan of this discourse was poetical ; and the con- 
clusion is, according to rule— 

" Nee Dcus intersit, nisi digntu vindice nodua 
Inciderit ** 

Rut, to take the full beauty nf the contrivance, we are to 
reflect, that the tutelar genius of England is here intrO' 
duced, not merely to unravel the intricacy of the scene, but 
to form a striking contrast to the Jbul fiend who had usurped 
his place ; and still ftirther, to disgrace the usurper by a 
por^it of the rightful heir to the Britbh crown, presented 
to us under an angelic form, and itf all the force and beauty 
ofpoctie colouring.»-Hurd. 
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Which wlicn lie towards the affrighted tyrant bent. 
And some few wotds pronounced (but what they 

meant. 
Or were, could not, alas ! by me be known, 
Only, I well perceived, Jesus was one) 
He trembled, and he roar'd, and fled away ; 
Mad to quit thus his more than hoped-for prey. 

Such rage inflames the wolfs wild heart and eyes 
(Robb'd, as he thinlfs, unjustly of his prize). 
Whom unawares the shepherd spies, and draws 
The bleating lamb from out his ravenous jaws : 
The shepherd fsun himself would he assail. 
But fear above his hunger does prevail : 
He knows his foe too strong, and must be gone ; 
He grins as4ie looks back, and howls as he goes on. 
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I. ON PUBUCATIONS. 

It is not uDamusing to consider the several Apolo- 
gies that people make when they commence authors. 
It is Uken for granted that, on every publication^ 
there is at least a seeming violation of modesty; a 
presumption, on the writer's side, that he is able to 
iastmct or to entertain the world ; which implies a . 
supposition that he can communicate what they can- 
not draw from their own reflections. 

To remove any prejudice this might occasion has 
been the general intent of prefaces. Some' we find 
extremely solicitous to clsdm acquaintance with their 
reader, addressing him by the most tender and en- 
dearing appellations: he is in general styled the 
most loving, candid, and courteous creature that 
ever breathed ; with a view, doubtless, that he will 
deserve the compliment, and that his favour may 
be secured at the expense of his better judgment. 
Mean and idle expectation ! The accidental elope- 
ments and adventures of a composition ; the danger 
of an imperfect and surreptitious pubUc8X\»ii% \Vi^ 
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pressing and indiscreet instances of friends ; the 
pions and well-meant frands of acqasuntance; with 
the irresistible commands of persons in high lifie ; 
hare been excuses often substituted in place of the 
real motives, vanity and hnnger. 

The most allowable reasons for appearing thus in 
public are, either the advantage or amnsement of 
oar fellow-creatnres, or oar own private emolument 
and reputation. 

A man possessed of intellectual talents would be 
more blameable in confining them to his own pri- 
vate use, than the mean-spirited miser that did the 
same by his money. The latter is indeed obliged 
to bid adieu to what he communicates ! the former 
enjoys his treasures, even while he renders others 
the better for them. A composition that enters the 
world with a view of improving or amusing it (I 
mean only amusing it in a polite or innocent way)* 
has a claim to our utmost indulgence, even though 
it fail of the efiect intended. 

When a writer's private interest appears the mo- 
tive of his publication, the reader has a larger scope 
for accusation, if he be a sufferer. Whoever pays 
for thoughts, which this kind of writers may be 
said to vend, has room enough to complain if he be 
disappointed of his bargain. He has no revenge but 
ridicule; and, contrary to the practice in other 
cases, to make the worst of a bad bargain. 

When the love of fame acts upon a man of genius, 
the case appears to stand thus: The generality of 
the world, distinguished by the name of readers, 
observe, with a reluctance not unnatural, a person 
raising himself above them. All men have some 
desire of fame^ and fame is grounded on comparison. 
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Every one, then, is somewhat inclined to dispute 
his title to a superiority, and to disallow his pre- 
tensions upon the discovery of a flaw. Indeed, a 
fine writer, like a luminous body, may be beneficial 
to the person he enliglitens ; but it is plain he ren- 
ders the capacity of the other more discernible. 
Bzamination, however, is a sort of turnpike in the 
w^y to fame; where, though a writer be awhile 
detained, and part with a trifle from his' pocket, be 
finds in his return a more commodious and easy 
road to the temple. 

.When, therefore, a man is conscious of ability to 
serve his country, or believes himself possessed of 
it (for there is no previous test on thfs occasion), 
he has no room to hesitate, or need to make apo- 
logy. When self-interest inclines a man to print, 
he should consider that the purchaser expects a 
penny-worth for his penny, and has reason to asperse 
bis honesty if he finds himself deceived : also, that 
it is possible to publish a book of no value, which 
18 too frequently the product of such mercenary 
people. When fame is the principal object of our 
devotion, it should be considered whether our cha- 
racter is like to gain in point ol^ wit what it will 
pipbably lose in point of modesty : otherwise, we 
shall be censured of vanity more than famed for 
genius, and depress our character while we strive 
to raise it. ^ 

Aftei'all,' there is a propensity in some to com- 
municate their thoughts without any view at all : ^ 
the more nanguiue of these employ the press ; the 
less lively are contented with being impertinent in 
conversation. 
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II. OK THE TEST OF POPULAR OPINION. 

I HAPPEN to fall into company with a dtizen, i 
courtier, and an academic. 

Says the citizen, ** I am told continually of taste 
refinement, and politeness ; but, methinks, the Tnl 
gar and illiterate generally approve the same pn 
ductions with the connoisseurs. One rarely find 
a landscape, a building, or a play, that has charm 
for the critic exclusive of the mechanic : bnt, o 
the other hand, one readily, remarks students wli 
labour .to be dull, depraving their native relish I 
the very means they use to refine it. The valgs 
may not, indeed, be capable of giving the reasoi 
why a composition pleases them ; that mechanic 
distinction they leave to the connoisseur : but th( 
are at all times, methinks, judges of the beanty t 
an effect, a part of knowledge in most respec 
allowedly more genteel than that of the operator.' 

Says the courtier, ** I cannot answer for every h 
dividual instance ; but [ think, moderately speakin; 
the vulgar are generally in the wrong. If they ha] 
pen to be otherwise, it is principally owing to th€ 
implicit reliance on the skill of their superior 
and this has sometimes been strangely effectual 
~ making them imagine they relish perfection. '. 
short, if ever they judge well, it is at the time'th 
least presume to frame opinions for themselves. 

*' It is true they will pretend to taste an obje 

which they know their betters do : but then they co 

. sider some person's judgment as a certain standa 

or rale; they &nd.the object exactly tally; andtl 
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demonstrated appearance of beauty affords them 
some small degree of satisfaction. 

<< It is the same with regard to the appetite, from 
which the metaphor of taste is borrowed. ' Such 
A soup or olio,' say they, ' is much In vogue ; and 
if you do not like it, you must learn to like it.' 

** But in poetry, fbr instance. It is urged that the 
vulgar discover the same beauties with the man of 
reading. 

• " Now half or more of the beauties of poetry de* 
pend on metaphor or allusion, neither of which, by 
a mind uncultivated, can be applied to their proper 
counterparts : their beauty, of consequence, is like 
a picture to a blind man. 

" How many of these peculiarities in poetry turn 
upon a knowledge of philosophy and history ! and 
let me add, these latent beauties give the most de- 
light to such as can unfold them. 

<< I might launch out much farther in regard to the 
narrow limits of their apprehensions. What I have 
sud may exclude their infallibility; and it is my 
opinion they are seldom right." 

The academic spoke little, but to the purpose ; 
asserting that all ranks and stations have their dif- 
ferent spheres of judging : that a clown of native 
taste enough to relish Handel's Messiah might un- 
questionably be so instructed as to relish it yet 
■more : that an author, before, he prints, should not 
flatter himself with a confused expectation of plea- 
sing both the vulgar and the polite ; few things, in 
comparison, being C2^>able of doing both in any 
great degree : that he should always measure out 
Ids plan for the size of understanding he ^Ro^iSl^^ 
If be can oontent himsdl ml\i \\ift XDK^^^&itNs^ ^^tK^»?\ 
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iure of nnmbcrs for it time. If lie write ■ 
abundant etegance, it may escape the org* 
readers; but he nill hare a chance foe 
plaose aa will more Beneibly affect bil 
writer then in hU fint performaacea n 
idea of profit, and the vulgar's applaoM 
let htm address him to the judiciona few 
}iro&t and (be mob will follow. His first i 
on the stage of letters will engrosa the pc 
pliments; and hia latter will partake ol 



A CERTAIN gentleman was expressing 

" I confess I hare no great taste for poi 
if I had, 1 am apt to beliere I should retu 
poetrythan that of Mr.Pope. The rest 
arrive at a mediocrity io their art ; and, I 
poetry of that Btamp can afford bu I: slender 

" I know not," says another, " what i 
gentleiuaD'a motive to give this opinion; 
perauaded numbers pretend the aame thn 
jealousy or envy. 

" A reader consider! an author as oik 
claim to a superior gcDina, He is ever 1; 
dispute it, becauee, if he happen to invi 
title, be baa at least one superior the li 
though a man's absolute merit may not de 
-the inferiority of another, yet hia compara 
varies in regard to that of other people. 
therefore, is ever utentne to vonnK 
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of admitting no more into the class of supe- 
than it is impossible to exclude. Could it even 
the number to one, they would soon attempt 
dermine him. Even Mr. Pope had been refused 
nonrs, but that the very constraint, and even 
dity, of people's shutting their eyes, grew as 
rceable to them as that excellence, which, 
open, they could not but discover, 
ot self'love obtains its wishes in another respect 
It hereby not only depresses the characters 
oy that have wrote, but stifles the genius of 
u might hereafter rise from amongst our in- 

8. 

iet us not deny to Mr. Pope the praises which a 
n enan^oured of poetry would bestow on one 
eauelled in it : but let us consider Parnassus 
r as a republic than a monarchy ; where, al- 
;h some may be in possession of a more culti- 
spot, yet others may possess land as fruitful, 
equal cultivation. 

)n the whole, let us reflect, that the nature of 
>il, ai^d the extent of its fertility, must remsun 
covered. If the gentleman's desponding prin- 
should meet with approbation, 
dr. Pope's chief excellence lies in what T would 
consolidating or condensing sentences, yet pre- 
ig 6ase and perspicuity. In smoothness of verse, 
ips, he has been equalled : in regard to inven- 
excelled. 

Idd to this, if the writers of antiquity may be 
ned our truest models, Mr. Pope is much more 
, and less simple, than his own Horace appears 
foiinB writings : more witty, and ksa slm^lft^ 
the modern monsiear BoViieasaL) i«Vm^ <^sas&r^ 

^2 
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the merit of uniting the style of Juvenal and Persius 
with that of Horace. 

** Satire gratifies self-love. This was one source of 
his popularity ; and he seems even so veryconscions 
of it, as to stigmatize many inoffensive characters. 

** The circumstance of what is called alliteration, 
and the nice adjustment of the pause, have conspired 
to charm the present age, but have at the same time 
given his verses a very cloying peculiarity. 

" But, perhaps, we must not expect to trace the 
flow of Waller, the landscape of Thomson, the fire 
of Dryden, the imagery of Shalcspeare, the simpli- 
dty of Spenser, the courtliness of Prior, the humour 
of Swift, the wit of CJowley, the delicacy of Addi- 
son, the tenderness of Otway, and the invention, 
the spirit, and sublimity of Milton, joined in any 
single writer. The lovers of poetry, therefore, 
should allow some fHraise to those who shine in 
any branch of it, and only range them into classes 
according to that species in which they shine. 



«f 



Quare a^tej O Juyenes I' 



Banish the self-debasing principle, and scorn the 
disingenuity of readers. Humility has depressed 
many a genius into a hermit, but never yet raised 
one into a poet of eminence." 



IV. THE IMPROMPTU. 



The critics, however unable to fix the time, which 

it is most proper to allow for the action of an ejuc 

jNiem, have universally agreed that some, certain 

Bpace is not to be €X£ee^«4. C.^'tMs^tmn^ this. 
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Aristotle, their great Lycurgus, is entirely silent. 
Succeeding critics have done little more thaii cavil 
conceroing the time really taken up by the greatest 
epic writers ; that^ if they could not frame a law, 
they might at least establish a precedent of unex- 
ceptionable authority. Homer, say they, confined 
the action of his Iliad, or rather his action may be 
reduced, to the space of two mouths. His Odjssey, 
according to Bossu and Dacier, is extended to eight 
years. Virgil's iEneid has raised very different 
opinions in his commentators. Tasso*s poem in- 
dades a summer. But leaving such Icnotty points 
to persons that appear born for the discussion of 
them, let us endeavour to establish laws that are 
more likely to be obeyed than controverted. An 
epic writer, though limited in regard to the time of 
his action, is under no sort of restraint with regard 
to the time he takes to finish his poem. Far dif* 
ferent is the case with a writer of impromptus. 
He indeed is allowed all the liberties that he can 
possibly take in his cdmposition, but is rigidly cir- 
cumscribed with regard to the space in which it is 
completed : and no wonder ; for whatever degree 
of poignancy may be required in this composition, 
its peculiar merit must ever be relative to tlie expe- 
dition with which it is produced. 

It appears, indeed, to me to have the nature of 
that kind of salad, which certain eminent adepts 
in chemistry have contrived to raise while a joint . 
of mutton is roasting. We do not allow ourselves 
to blame its unusual flatness and insipidity, but ex- 
tol the fiavAur it has, considering the time of its 
vegetation. ' 

All extemponmefms poet, therefoi^, \t^ \o '^ 
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judged as we judge a race-horse ; no 
fuloeu of bis motioD, bat ibe Am 
finiiih his course. The beat crilic n 
err b deienoining his precise degn 
lie have neither a stop-nuch Id b 
clocli wittiiD his hearing. 

To be a little more aetioos. An e 
piece ought to be examined by a co 
or a medium compoDiided of ita real 
Bbonueu of the time Ihat is empli 
ducdou. By this rule, even Virgil': 
in Bome sort deemed extemporaiieoii 
he look to perfect so extra(»dinaiy 
coneidei-ed with its real wortii, a 
than the time employed to write 
CoKonioi. 

On the other himd, I cannot alls 
thefla«heaof my friend s*»»» in 
which have, no sort of elatm to bt 
besides their in&lantaneily. 

HaTing ever made it my ambit 
writings diatinguislied for somethinj 
expected, or, in stiine respects, pecu 
quired a degree of fame by a firm ad 
Concetti. I have aiuog folks vrith 
amused them nilh acroaUca, puzz 
rebuasea, and distracted them with 
mained only for me to succeed iu t 
' for which 1 was utterly disqnalilied 
slowness of appreliensioB. 

StlU deairons, however, of the im 
to grow distiogniahed for an estemp( 
AiioUo to that purpose in a drear 
wae Its followa: " Thax viViWCTe 
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either written or verbal, makes any pretence to 
oierity as of exteinporaneous production, shall be 
said or written within the time that the author 
supports himself on one leg : that Horace had ex- 
plained his meaning, by the phrase, ' stans pede in 
uno :* and forasmuch as one man may persevere 
in the posture longer than another, he would re- 
commend it to all candidates for this extraordi- 
nary accomplishment, that they would habituate 
themselves to study in no other attitude whatso- 



ever.** 



Metbought I received his answer with the utmost 
pleasure as well as veneration ; hoping that how- 
ever I was debarred of the acumen requisite for an 
extempore, I might learn to weary out my betters 
in standing on one leg. 



V. A HUMOURIST. 



To form an estimate of the proportion which one 
man's happiness bears to another's, we are to con- 
sider the mind that is allotted him with as much 
attention as the circumstances. It were super- 
fluous to evince that the same objects which one 
despises, are frequently to anojther the substantial 
source of admiration. The man of business and 
the man of pleasure are to each other mutually 
contemptible; and a blue garter has less charms 
for some than they can discover in a butterfly. The 
more candid and sage observer condemns neither 
for his pursuits, but for the derision he so profusely 
lavishes upon the disposition of his neighbour. He 
concludes that schemes influluVY Nmo^<a» >N<£<t^ *^ 
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first intended for our pursuit and pleasure; iod 
that some find tlieir account in heaiding a cry of 
bounds, as^much as others in the dignity of lord 
chief Justice. 

Having premised thus much, I proceed to give 
some account of a character which came within the 
sphere of my own obsenration. 

Not the entrance of a cathedral, not the sound 
of a passing bell, not the furs of a magistrate, nor 
the sables of a funeral, were fraught with half the 
solemnity of face! 

/Nay, so wonderfully serious was he observed to 
be on all occasions, that it was found hardly pos- 
sible to he otherwise in his company. He quashed 
the loudest tempest of laughter whenever he en- 
tered the room ; and men's features, though ever 
so much roughened, were^sure to grow smooth at 
his approach. 

The man had nothing vicious, or even ill-natured 
in his character; yet he was the dread of all jovial 
conversation : the young, the gay, found their spi- 
rits fly before him. Even the kitten and the puppy, 
as it were by instinct, would forego their frolics, 
and be still. The depression he occasioned was 
lilse that of a damp or vitiated air. Unconteious 
of any apparent cause, you found your spirits sink 
insensibly : and were any one to sit for the picture 
of ill-luck, it is not possible the psdnter could select 
a more proper person. 

Yet he did ndt fail to boast of a superior share 

of reason, even for 'the want of that very faculty, 

risibility, with which it is supposed to be always 

Joined. 

Indeed, he acquired ihe cYi«x«c^«t q< xhe mo^t 
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ingenious person of his country, from this medita- 
tive temper. Not that he had ever made any great 
discovery of his talents ; but a few oracular decla- 
rations, joined with a common opinion that he was 
writing somewhat for posCenty, completed his repu- 
tation. 

Numbers would have willingly depreciated his 
chai'acter, had not his known sobriety and reputed 
sense deterred them. 

He was one day overheard at bis devotions, re- 
turning hN most fervent thanks for some particu- 
larities in his situation, which the generality of 
mankind would have but little regarded. 

*' Accept," said he, " the gratitude of thy most 
humble, yet most happy creature, not for silver or 
gold, the tinsel of mankind, but for those amiable 
peculiarities which thou hast so graciously inter- 
woven both with my fortune and my complexion ; 
for those treasures so well adapted to that frame 
of mind thou hast assigned me. 

** That the surname which has descended to me 
is liable to no pun. 

" That it runs chiefly upon vowels and liquids. 

*' That I have a picturesque countenance rather 
than one that is esteemed of regular features. 

'* That there is an intermediate hill, intercepting 
my view of a nobleman's seat, whose ill-obtained 
superiority I cannot bear to recollect. 

" That my estate is overrun with brambles, re- 
sounds with cataracts, and is beautifully varied 
with rocks and precipices, rather than an even cul- 
tivated spot, fertile of com, or wine, or oil, or 
those kinds of productions in which the sons of men 
delight themselves. 
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'* That as thou dividest thy bounties impartially, 
^Ting riches to one, and the contempt of riches to 
another^ so thou hast given me, in the midst of 
poverty, to despise the insolence of riches ; and by 
declining all emulation that is founded upon wealth, 
to maiutaiti the dignity ^and superiority of the 
Muses. 

*' That I have a disposition, either so elevated or 
so ingenious, that I can derive to myself amusement 
from the very expedients and contrivances with 
wluch rigorous necessity furnishes my invention.' 

'' lliat I can laugh at my own follies, foibles, and 
infirmities ; and that I do not want infirmities to 
employ this disposition." 

This poor gentleman caught cold one winter's 
night, as he was contemplating, by the side of a 
crystal stream, by moonshine. This afterwards 
terminated in a fever, that was fatal to him. Since 
his death, I have been favoured with the inspection 
of his poetry, of which I preserved 4 catalogue for 
the benefit of my readers. 

Occaaifmal Poems, 

On his dog, that growing corpulent, refused a 
crust when it was offered him. 

To the memory of a psdr of breeches, that had 
done him exceUent service. 

Having lost his trusty walking-staff, he com- 
plaineth. 

To Ills mistress, on her declaring that she loved 
parsnips better than potatoes. 

On an ear-v^ig, that crept into a nectarine^ that 
it might be swaUowedb^ CYiV^. 
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On cutting an artichoke in his garden the day 
that queen Anne cut her little finger. 

Epigram on a wooden peg. 

Ode to the memory of the great modem — who 
first invented shoe buckles. 



VI. THE HERMIT. 
(In the maimar of Cambray.) 

^ It was in that delightful month which Love pre* 
fers before all others, and which most reveres this 
deity : that month which ever weaves a verdant car- 
pet for the earth, and embroiders it with flowers. 
The banks becamie inviting through their coverlets 
of moss ; the violets, refreshed by the moisture of 
descending r^ns, enriched the tepid air with their 
agreeable perfumes : but the shower was past ; the 
sun dispersed the vapours ; and the sky was clear 
and lucid, when Poiydore walked forth. He was 
of a complexion altogether plain and uoafiected^ a 
lover of the Muses, and beloved ■ by them : he 
would oftentimes retire from the noise of mixed 
conversation, to enjoy the melody of birds, or the 
murmurs of a water-fall. Jlis neighbours often 
smiled at his peculiarity of temper ; and be no less 
at the vulgar cast of theirs. He could never be 
content to pass his irrevocable time in an idle com- 
ment upon a newspaper, or in adjusting the precise 
difference of temperature betwixt the weather of 
to-day and yesterday : in short, he was not void of 
some ambition ; but what he fdt he acknowled^^ 
and was never averse to vindicate. ^ \i^ ^^^«& 
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censored any one who indulged their hnmonr in- 
offensively, so he claimed no manner of applaiue 
for those pursuits which gratified his own.. But 
the sentiments he entertained bf hononr, and the 
dignity conferred by royal authority, made it won- 
derfnl how he bore the thoughts of obscurity and 
oblirion. He mentioned with applause the youths 
who by merit had arrivcNd at station ; but he thought 
that adl should in life's visit leave some token of 
thdr existence ; and that their friends might more 
reasonably expect it from them, than they from 
their posterity. 

There were few, he thought, of talents so retj 
inconsiderable, as to be unalterably excluded from 
all degrees of fame : and in regard to such as had 
a liberal education, he ever wished that in some 
art or science they would be persuaded to engrare 
their names. He thought it might be some {dea*- 
sure to reflect, that their, names would at least 
be honoured by their descendants, although they 
might escape the notice of such as were not pre* 
judiced in their favour. 

'* What a lustre," said he, " does the repntalaon 
of a Wren, a Waller, or a Walsingham, cast upon 
their remotest progeny ! and who would not wish 
rather to be descended from them, than from 
the mere carcase of nobility?" Yet whei*ever 
superb titles are faithfully offered as the reward of 
merit, he thought the allurements of ambition 
were too transporting to be resisted. But to re^ 
turn. 

Polydore, a new inhabitant in a sort of wild, un- 
inhabited country, vtm now ascended to the top of 
s hooutam, and ui the ioilii eQVs<i^<t^\, ^C a. very ex- 
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tensive prospect. Before him a broad and winding 
valley, variegated with all the charms ~of landscape ; 
fertile meadows, glittering streams, pendent rocks, 
and nodding ruins. But these, indeed, were much 
less the objects of his attention, than those distant 
hills and spires that were almost concealed by one 
undistinguished azure. The sea, indeed, appeared 
to close the scene ; though distant as it was, it but 
little variegated the view : hardly, indeed, were it 
distinguishable, but for the beams of a descending 
sun, which at the same time warned our traveller 
to return, before the duskiness and dews of evening 
had rendered his walk uncomfortable. 

He had now descended to the foot of the moun- 
jtain, when he remarked an old hermit approaching 
•to a litUe hut, which he had formed with.his own 
hands, at the very bottom of the precipice. Poly- 
dore, all enamoured of the beauties be had been 
surveying, could not avoid wondering at his con- 
duct, who, not content with shunning all commerce 
with mankind, had contrived, as much as possible, 
to exclude all views of nature. He accosted him in 
the manner following : " Father,** says he, " it is 
with no small surprise, that I observe your choice 
of situation, by which you seem to neglect the most 
distant and delightful landscape that ever my eyes 
beheld. The hill, beneath which yon have contrived 
to hide your habitation, would have afforded you 
such a variety of natural curiosities, as, to a person 
^ so contemplative, must appear highly entertaining : 
and as the cell to which you are advancing is seem- 
ingly of your own contrivimce, methinks it was 
' probable you would so have placed it, as to ^c^ci&vit 
thew, in aU tb&r beaaty, to ^qxi^ e^««* 
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The hermit made him this answer : ** M] 
says he, *' the eveuing approaches, and yoi 
deviated from yoar way. I would not th( 
detain you by my story, did I not imagine the 
would prove a safer guide to you, than that 
sun which you must otherwise rely upon, 
therefore for a while into my cave, and I w 
you then some account of my adventures, 
will solve your doubts, perhaps, more effe 
than any method I can propose. But befc 
enter my lone abode, calculated only for the 
meditation,^ dare to contemn superfluous n 
cence, and render thyself worthy of the I 
contemplate. 

'* Know then, that I owe what the world is i 
to call my ruin (aud indeed justly, were it not 
use which I have made of it) to an assured d 
ence, in a literal sense, upon confused and 
prospects ; a consideration, which hath ind 
a^ectedme, that I shall never henceforth < 
landscape that lies at so remote a distance, 
to exhibit all its parts. And, indeed, were 1 1 
the least pretensions to what you^ world call 
I might even then, perhaps, contend that a w 
criminated landscape was at all times to I 
ferred to a distant and promiscuous azure. 

'' I was born in the parish of a noblem2 
arrived to the principal management x)f the bi 
of the nation. The heir of his family and 
were of the same age, and for some time i 
fellows : I had made considerstble advances 
esteem; and the mutual aflbction we entei 
for each other, did not long remain unobser 
bia family or my own. H^ ^?i& ^^va ^•actV^ >»: 
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travels, pursuant to a very injudicious custom ; and 
my parents were solicited to consent that I might 
accompany him. Intimations were given to my 
friends, that a person of such importance as hi« 
father might contribute much more to my imme- 
diate promotion, than the utmost diligence I could 
use in pursuit of it. My father, I remember, as- 
sented with reluctance : my mother, fired with the 
ambition of her son's future greatness, through 
much importunity, ' wrung from him his slow 
leave.' I, for my own part, wanted no great per- 
suasion. We made what is called the great tour of 
Europe. We neither of us, I believe, could be said 
to want natural sense ; but being banished so early 
in life, were more attentive to every deviation from 
our own indifferent customs, than to any nsefnl 
.examination of their policies or manners. Judg- 
ment, for the most part, ripens very slowly : fancy 
often expands her blossoms all at once. 

*' We were now returning home from a six years* 
absence, anticipating the caresses of our parents 
and relations, when my ever-honour(fd companion 
was attacked by a fever. All possible means of 
safety proving finally ineffectual, he accosted me, io 
oue of his lucid intervals, as follows : 

" * Alas ! my Clytander ! my life, they tell me, is 
of very short continuance. 1'he next paroxysm of 
my fever will probably be conclusive. 

« < Hie prospect of this sudden change does not 
allow me to speals the gratitude I owe thee, much 
less to reward the kindness on which it is so justly 
grounded. Thou knowest 1 was sent away early 
from my parents ; and the more rational part of my 
life has been passed with thee alone. 11 c&\k^^x.\A> 



but tbey will prove soliciloas in their 
concerDiDg me : thy narrative will aw 
teDderneis, and Ibey caouot but cooceiii 
thdr eon'B compaaioa and hiB'frieod. 
noold liope is, that they will render chee 
^CM, In place of those their beloved M) 
tbee. Bad which, I can unfetgnedly asai 
have beta only bounded by my power. 
companion, farewell 1 All other tempc 
ments have 1 baaisheii from my heart; I 
)hip lingera long, nod it is with tears ! 

weU.' 

" My concern was truly so great, tha 
■rriral in my native coiiBtiy, It was not 
, creased by the conude ration, that the no 
whom my hopes depended, was remon 
hia places, I w^led on him; and he ai^ 
sibly grieved that the friendship he hail 
fesaed could now so little avail me : 
mended me, howevei*, to a friend of bli 
then of the sncceasful party, and who, 
snred, would, at his reqnesl, asaiat me 
most of hia power. I was now in the pr 
which I effectually cunsnmed upon iheei 
of our court attendance : hopes arose 
liV^ bubbles npon a stream; as quick 
one another, as auperficial and as vain. 
sied in my punnil, and rejecting the ft 
cool examination, I found the winter 
proaching, and nothing procnred to she 
tMt me i when my lecond patron died 
new ones appeared before me, and evt 
my eipecfations in play. 1 wiabed, iod 
retratted aoonei ; \ya\ \a vAk. al, tu 
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pensed, and when a few months* attendance might 
happen to prove succetisful, was beyond all power 
of resolution. 

** However, after a few years' more attendance, 
distributed in equal proportions upon each of these 
new patrons, I at length obtained a place of much 
trouble and small emolument. On the acceptance 
of this, my eyes seemed open all at once : I had no 
passion remaining for the splendor v^hich was 
grown familiar to me, and for civility and confine- 
ment I entertained an utter aversion. I officiated, 
however, for a few weeks on my post, wondering 
still more and more how I could ever covet the 
life I led. I was ever most sincere, but sincerity 
dashed with my situation every moment of the day. 
In short, I returned home to a paternal income, not 
indeed intending that austere life in which you at 
present find me engaged : I thought to content my- 
self with common necessaries, and to give the rest, 
if aught remained, to charity; determined, how- 
ever, to avoid all appearance of singularity. But, 
alas ! to my great surprise, the person who sup- 
pUed my expenses had so far embroiled my little 
affairs, that, when my debts, &c. were discharged, 
I was unable to subsist in auy better manner than 
I do at present. I grew at first entirely melan- 
choly; left the country where I was bom, and 
ndsed the humble roof that covers me in a coun- 
try where I am not known. I now begin to think 
myself happy in my present way of life : I cultivate 
a few vegetables to support me ; and the little well 
there is a very clear one. I am now an useless in- 
dividnal; little able to benefit mankind, but a prey 
to lOianie and to confusion, on the firat s^soxa, <:bi 
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every eye that knows rae. My spirits ft 
something raised by a clear sky, or a mei 
but as to extensive views of the count 
them well enough exchanged for the-w 
comfort which this vale affords me. 
least the proper ambition of age, and it 
edly my supreme one. 

** Yet will 1 not permit you to depart 1 
mit, without one instructive lesson. W] 
tuation in life you ever wish or propose 
self, acquire a clear and lucid idea of th 
niences attending it. I utterly contemni 
jected, after a month's experience, the 
had all my life time been solicitous to pr< 



VII. ON DISTINCTIONS, ORDERS, AND Dl 

The subject turned upon the nature ol 
ranks, orders, and distinctions, amongst 
A gentleman of spirit, and of the popul 
had been long declaiming agsunst any ki 
nours that tended to elevate a body of pei 
distinct species from the rest of the natii 
cularty titles and blue ribands were the 
his indignation : they were, as he pretc 
invidious an ostentation of superiority, 
lowed in any nation that styled itself frc 
was said upon the subject of appearances 
they were countenanced by law or cust 
bishop's lawn, the marshal's truncheoi 
roll's robe, and the judge's peruke, were < 
only as necessary substitutes, where genu 
real courage, nadve dicoityt and snitabl 
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ion, were waDting to complete the characters of 
those to whom they were assigoed. 

It was urged that policy had often effectually 
Mide it a point to dazzle in order to enslave ; and 
instances were brought of groundless distinctions 
iMrne about in the glare of day by certain persons, 
vfao, being stripped of them, would be less esteemed - 
ilian the meanest plebeian. 

He acknowledged, indeed, that kings, the foan- 
talns of all political honour, had hitherto shown no 
Domfdaisance to that sex whose softer dispositions 
rendered them more excusably fond of such pecu- 
larities. 

That, in favour of the ladies, he should esteem 
bimself sufficiently happy in the honour of inventing 
Nie order, which should be styled. The powerful 
Order of Beauties. 

That their number in Great Britain should be 
limited to five thousand; the dignity for ever to 
be conferred by the queen alone, who should be 
ityled sovereign of the order, and the rest the com* 
[umions. 

That the instalment should be rendered a thou* 
Mttd times more ceremonious, the dresses more 
n^b, and the plumes more enormous, than those 
dready in use amongst the companions of the 
farter. 

Tliat the distinguishing badge of this order should 
be an artificial nosegay, to be worn on the left 
breast, consisting of a lily and a rose, the proper 
Miblems of complexion* and intermixed with a 
branch of myrtle, the tree sacred to Venus. 

That instead of their shields being affixed to the 
itaUf appointed (or this order, lYieve ibVuvQ\<^ \^ ^ 
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gallery erected to receive their picti 
length ; their portraits to be taken by 
en of the greatest eminence, and he wbi 
was preferred, to be styled A knight c 
and Lily. 

That when any person addressed a 
lady of this order, the style should all 
the right beantifol Miss, or lady such-a- 

He seemed for some time nndetermin 
they should forfeit their title upon ma 
at length, for many reasons, proposed i 
continued to them. 

And thus far the gentleman procei 
harangue ; when it was objected, that 
unless she unaccountably chose to marl 
for her husband, could take no sort of 
conferring this honour where it was 
that as ladies grew in years, this epithi 
tifiil would burlesque them ; and, in si 
dering the fhiilty of beauty, there wai 
compliment that could be bestowed upoi 

At this the orator smiled, and ackm 
was true ; but asked, at the same time, 
more absurd to style a lady right beaut 
days of her deformity, than to term a pe 
nourable, when he grew a scandal to m: 

Tliat this was sometimes the case, 1 
not to be disputed, because titles have 
times granted to a worthless son, in c 
of a father's enormous wealth most t 
quired. And few had ever surpassed in 
right honourable the earl of A • ♦ •. 

The company was a little surprised 
phlstry of our decVaimanX. Wo7<^n«c ^ U 
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to by a person present, that lord • • **8 title being 
fictitious, no one ought to instance him to the dis- 
advantage of the p — rage, wlio had, strictly speak- 
ing, never been of that number. 



VIII. ON THE SAME SUBJECT. 

Tub declaimant, I before mentioned, continued bis 
harangue. "There are," said he, " certain epithets 
which so frequently occur, that they are the less 
considered; and which are seldom or never ex- 
unined, on account of the many opportunities of 
enmination that present themselves. 
^ Of this kind is the word Gentleman. This word, 
m its first introduction, was given, I suppose, to 
fnemen, in opposition to vassals; these. being the 
"mo classes into which the nation was once divided. 
%ie freeman was he who was possessed of land, 
adeould therefore subsist withont manual labour; 
te vassal, he who tenanted the land,' and was 
liged to bis thane for the necessaries of life. The 
ferent manners, we may presume, that sprung 
m their different situations and connexions, oc- 
loned the one to be denominated a civilized or 
Oe personage, and the other to obtsun the name 
mere rustic or villsdn. 

But upon the publication of crusades, the state 
(ngs was considerably altered : it was then that 
freemsoi distinguished the shield which he 
with some painted emblem or device; and 
n order that his fellow-combatants might at- 
) to him his proper applause, which, upon 



" Upna cbii ihecr anMc ■ 
hteniaat aod frvemAn. All wbi 
rcligimu wan coniiaacd tbe n 
riwi, but all dericM mn at 
ume preteiHioni to militaiy ^ 

" Hon ■ 



nilies ppnuui up; irl 
:i> marii themKlm with 
holj coiDhalaDls, were jret a* 
of ealimatioB, af dintiocticw. 
CDmgh to trace the nepa b] 
bliahei even abturdity. A coo 
up, to suppl]' ihe place of crnii 
Ima^aar; shields and trapbie 
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ofrtled iu the HeraJd'a office, a 
follomi none, except a liberal 
" Allowing thin diEtiDelIan,1 
ootuider, that a churliah, mm 
a lazy, beggarif, sharpiug Tagi 
berly. Inactive sat, or pick- 
high way tnau, m^y be nevenli 
by Ihw ttatablished ; in ahorl 
may, together mlb othcTB, li 
the Bcniu, and the dregs of thi 
" But do we not appear to i 
whcii wc aaj, ' such or sac 
'dose in « ECDtiemaa-llke m 
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was not the behaviour of a geutlemau/ and so 
forth ? We seem thus to insinuate, that the appel* 
ladoB of gentleman regards morals as well as fa* 
milx; and that iHtegrity, politeness, generosity, 
and affilbility, have the truest clsum to a distinction 
of this kind. Whence then shall we suppose was 
deriyed this contradiction ? Shall we say that the 
plebeians, having the virtues on their side, by de- 
grees removed this appellation from the basis of 
family to that of merit, which they esteemed, and 
not unjustly, to be the true and proper pedestal ? 
This the gentry will scarce allow. Shall we then 
inrist that every thing great and godlilce was here* 
to(ofre the achievement of the gentry ? But this, 
perhaps, will not obtain the approbation of the 
commoners. 

" To reconcile the difference, let us suppose the . 
denomination may belong equally to two sorts of 
men : the one, what may be styled a gentleman 
dejfire, viz. a man of generosity, politeness, learn- 
ing, taste, genius,' or affability ; in short, accom- 
plished in all that is splendid, or endeared to us by 
all that is amiable, on the one side ; and on the 
other, a gentleman de facto, or what, to English 
readers, I would term a gentleman as by law esta- . 
blished. 

" As to the latter appellation, what is really essen- 
tial, or, as logicians would say, ' quarto modo pro- 
prium,' IS a real, or at least a specious claim to 
the inheritance of certain coat-armour from a se- 
cond or more distant ancestor ; and this unstained 
by any mechanical or illiberal employment. 

'< We may discover, on this state of the case, that 
however material a difference lVA» A\%X\TvcC\w!k. ^^^- 
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beauty which inferior geniuses are taught coldly to 
distiugubh, or to discern rather than feel. He 
could trace the excellences both of the courtier and 
the student, who are mutually ridiculous in the 
eyes of each other. He had nothing in his charac- 
ter that could obscure so great accomplishmentSy 
beside the want, the total want, of a desire to ex- 
hibit them : through this it came to pass, that 
what would have raised another to the heights of 
reputation, was oftentimes in him passed over un- 
regarded : for, in respect to ordinary observers, it 
is requisite to lay some stress yourself on what yoa 
intend should be remarked by others ; and this 
never was his way. His knowledge of books had 
in some degree diminished his knowledge of the 
world, or rather the external forms and manners 
of it. His ordinary conversation was, perhaps, 
rather too pregnant with sentiment, the usual fault 
of rigid students ; and this he would in spme degree 
have regulated better, did not the universality of 
his genius, together with the method of his educa- 
tion, so largely contribute to this amiable defect. 
This kind of awkwardness (since hi» modesty will 
allow it no better name) may be compared to the 
stifihess of a iine piece of brocade, whose tur^ 
gescency indeed constitutes, and is inseparable 
from, its value. He gave delight by a happy bold- 
ness in the extirpation of common prejudices, 
which he could as readily penetrate, as be could 
humorously ridicule : and he had such entire pos- 
session of the hearts, as well as understandings, of 
his friends, that he could soon make the most sur- 
prisiDg paradoxes believed and well accepted. His 
image, Uke that of a sovereign, could give an addi- 



tlonal value to Ihe most precions ore ; ai 
•odner beliered onr eyes that it wan he m 
h, Ihau we as readily betiervd nh&terer 1 
mj. In ihlB he diffired from W • • ■ r, tli 
tbe talents of renderinft the greatest ri 
•nried ; whereas the latter shone more rt 
in mBkiDf; his tery faolta agreeable : I nit 
gard to tboHe few he had lo exercise his a 
N. B. Iliis was written, in tw extenipor 
on my friend's wall at Oxford, with a t 
pendl, 1735, aod intended for his charact 



TjtKiNO aneveainit's walk with afrietld in 
ir/, amoiig many grave remuriis, he was m 
(oilowlngobserration, " There is not," sayt 
one quality »a inconsistent with respert, i 
commOQly called familiarity. Vou do no 
in flfty whoBC regard is proof gainst it, 
uune time, it is hardly possible to insist c 
a deference aa nill render yon ridiculon 
lapported by common sense. Thus mnch 
Is evideol ; that your demands will be so s 
M to procnre a greater share than if yoo I 
no snch demand. I may franliiy own 
Leander, that I freqoently deriied nneasio 
a fiiiniliarity with such persona aa despl 
thing they eould obl^n with ease. We 
better, therefore, to be somewhat frrigal ol 
bllity i at least, lo allot it only to the few( | 
dlttemmeal who can make tbe proper d 
betwixt Kid d^hj andpwMtideAi vine^ 
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characters, which, being impatient to grow familiar^ 
are at the same time very far from familiarity proof ? 
to have posthumous fame in view, which affordi as 
the most pleasing landscape ? to enjoy the amuse- 
meot of reading, and the consciousness .that read- 
ing paves the way to general esteem ? to preserve a 
constant regularity of temper, and also of constita- 
tion, for the most part but little consistent with a 
promiscuous int^course with men ? to shun all illi- 
terate, though ever so jovial assemblies, insipid, 
perhaps, when present, and upon reflection pain- 
ful? to meditate on those absent or departed 
friends, who value or valued us for those qualities 
with which they were best acquainted ? to partake, 
with such a friend as you, the delights of a studious 
and rational retirement — Are not these the paths 
that lead to happiness ?" 

In answer to this (for he seemed to feel some late 
mortification) I observed, that what we lost by fa- 
miliarity in respect, was generally made up to us by 
the affection it procured; and that an absolute 
ttditnde was so very contrary to our natures, that 
were he excluded from society but for a single fort- 
night, he would be exhilarated at the sight of the 
int beggar that he saw. 
What follows were thoughts thrown ojit in our 
irther discourse upon the subject, without ord£r 
* connexion, as they occur to my remembrance. 
Som^ reserve is a debt to prudence, as freedom 
d simplicity of conversation is a debt to good- 
tare. 

r^iere would not be any absolute necessity for le- 
>e, if the world were honest : yet, even then, it 
Id prove expedient. For, in order to at^i^^3K\ 



J^ "rr^« «^S. .»."«-; 



ON RESERVE. 35 

duke l^noweth all things: as is the case iu some 
couutries. 

** Men, while no human form or fault they se^ 
Excuse the want of ev'n humanity ; 
And Eastern kings, who vulgar views disdain. 
Require no worth to fix their awful reign. 
You cannot say in truth what may disgrace *em. 
You know in what predicament to place 'em. 
Alas ! in all the glare of light reveal'd, 
Ev'n virtue charms us less than vice conceal'd. 

'< For some small worth he had, the man was prised ; 
He added frankness — and he grew despised." 

We want comets, not ordinary planets ; 
" Taedet quotidianarum harum formarum."--^Terem;e. 

'* Hunc ccelum, et stellas, et decedentia certis 
Tempora momentis, sunt qui formidine nullft 
Imbuti spectent." 

Virtnes^ like essences, lose their fragrance when 
exposed. They are sensitive plants, which will not 
bear too familiar approaches. 

Let us be careful to distinguish modesty, which 
is ever amiable, from reserve, which is only pru- 
dent. A man is hated sometimes for pride, when 
[t wan an excess of humility gave the occasion. 

What i^ often termed shyness, is nothing more 
than refined sense, and an indifference to common 
observations. 

The reserved man's intimate acquaintance are, 
for the most part, fonder of him, than the persons 
of a more affable character, i. e. he pays them a 
greater compliment than the other can do his, as 
he distinguishes them more. 

It i9 indolence, and the pain of being upon one's 
guards that makes one hate an axVi\!\0[Lias«fiX&x. 
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The most reserved of men, that will i 
two syllables together in an English < 
should they meet at Ispahan, would di 
and eat a mess of rice together. 

The man of show is vain : the rese 
proud more properly. The one has gn 
the other a more lively imagination, 
more frequently respected; the other 
rally beloved. The one a Cato ; the otl 
Vide Sallust. 

What Caesar said of '* Rubicundos ac 
timeo;" may be applied to familiarity 
serve, 

A reserved man often makes it a r 
company with a goorl speech, and, I be 
times proceeds so far, as to leave comp 
he has made one. Yet it is fate oft 
mole, to imagine himself d^ep, when h 
surface. 

Were it prudent to decline this resei 
horror of disclosing foibles ; to give v 
character to secure the rest ? The wc 
tainly insist upon having some part to p 
Let us throw out some follies to the 
we give up counters to a higRwHyman 
to a whale, in order to save one's mon 
ship ; to let it make exceptions to or 
hair^ if one can escape being stabbed in 

The reserved man should drink doub 

Prudent men lock up their motives ; 1 
liars have a key to their heart, as to thi 

A reserved man is in continual confl 
M>cial part of his nature, and even gru< 
the iaiigh into wbkliYie %oi!Qtt\m^\& b 
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'* Seldom he smiles- 



And smiles in such a sort, as he disdain'd 

Himself— 4hat could be moved to smile at any thing. — " 

**- A fool and his words are soon parted ;" for 
so should the proverb run. 

Common understandings, like cits in gardening, 
allow no shades to their picture. 

Modesty often passes for errant haughtiness.; as 
what is deemed spirit in a hoise proceeds from 
fear. 

The higher character a person supports, the more 
he should regard his minutest actions. 

The reserved man should bring a certificate of 
his honesty, before he be admitted into company. 

Reserve is no more essentially connected with 
understanding, than a church organ with devotion, 
or wine with good- nature.* 



XI. ON EXTERNAL FIGURE. 

There is a young gentleman in my parish, who, on 
account of his superior equipage, is esteemed uni- 
versally more proud and more haughty than his 
.neighbours. It is frequently hinted, that he is by 
no means entitled to so splendid an appearance, 
either by his birth, his station, or his fortune ; and 
that it is of consequence mere pride that urges him 
to live beyond his rank, or renders him blind to the 
knowledge of it. With all this fondness for exter- 

• These were no other than a collection of hints, when I 
proposed to write a poetical estai^ ou ^«Mir<i«* 



3i 

iisl jplendor, he is a most affable aud 

nmn; aiid for Ihis reasua I aiu iudiued 

c-dtc him, when these thing;! are meDtioi 

dbaJrautage. 

Ill the lirsl place, it U bj no mean^ c 
dresi and equipage are sure oigns of pridi 
it ii joined with a supercilious behavto 
coiuu then a corroborative testimony. ] 
HOI ilwaja the case ; the refineinenW of 
equipage, or a table, are perhaps as often 
tif jtions of fancy> as the conseijnence of 
tliiii to surpass and eclipse anr eijualB. 
thiiiis that taste has nothing to do here, 
tine the expression Jo improper liniiti ; 
iiujlioation may GdiI Its account in the 
in dependent of worldlj homage and coiu 
luon iundious. * 

fn the warmth of friendahlp for this g 
1 flu, sometimes prompted to go further, 
it is not birth or fortune only tliat gin 
cl;iiii) to a splendid appearance; that i 
cuuferredby other qualifications, in which 
is iuknowledged tu hare a share. 

t l^avesomctimesurged that remarkable i 
a^iy treat degree ofmeritinleaming, arts, o 
ari: 1 more reasonable authority for a spl 
pcirince than those which are commonl; 
tu bt so. That there is something mon 
in lliis kind of advantages thau in rank o 
will not be denied : and sorely there ou 
■□me proportion obseiTed Itetwist the tat 
thin; enclosed. The propensity of rich as 
less ;«ople to appear with a splendor npi 
ciuicjDB, pnta one in mind of the country di 



ON EXTERNAL FIGURE. 39 

who gilds his boxes in order to be the receptacle of 
pitch or tobacco. It is not unlike the management 
at our theatres royal, where you see a piece of can- 
dle honoured with a crown. 

I have generally considered those as privileged 
people, who are able to support the character they 
assume. Those who are incapable of shining but 
by dress, would do well to consider that the con- 
trast betwixt them and their clothes turns out 
much to their disadvantage. It is on this account 
I have sometimes observed with pleasure some 
noblemen of immense fortune to dress exceeding 
plain. 

If dress be only allowable to persons of family, it 
may then be considered as ^ sort of family livery, 
and Jack the groom may, with equal justice, pride 
himself upon the gaudy wardrobe his master gives 
him. Nay more — for a gentleman, before he hires 
a servant, will tequire some testimony of his merit ; 
whereas the master challenges his own right to 
splendor, though possessed of no merit at all. 

Upon my present scheme of dress, it may seem 
to answer some very good purposes : it is then es- 
tablished on the same foundation as the judge's 
robe and the prelate's lawn. If dress were only 
authorised in men of ingenuity, we should find 
many aiming at the previous merit, in hopes of the 
subsequent distinction. The finery of an empty 
fellow would render him as ridiculous as a star and 
garter would one never knighted ; and men would 
use as commendable a diligence to qualify them- 
selves for a brocaded waistcoat, or a gold snuff-box,, 
as they now do to procure themselves a right of in- 
vesting their limbs in lawn or ermine. We should 
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not esteem a man a coxeomb for his dresi, til 
frequent conrersatiou, wc discovered a flaw ii 
title. If he was incapable of uttering a boo i 
the gold upon his coat would seem foreign t( 
circumstances. A man should not wear a Fn 
dress, till he could give an account of the 
French authors ; and should be versed in all 
Oriental languages before he should presum 
wear a diamond. 

It may be urged, that men of the greatest i 
may not be able to show it in their dress, jOI 
count of their sleuder income. But here it sfa 
be considered that another part of the world « 
find their equipage so much reduced by a sumpi 
law of this nature, that a very moderate degn 
splendor would distinguish them more tha 
greater does at present. 

What I propose, however, upon the whole,is, 
men of merit should be allowed to dress in pro 
tion to it ; but this with the privilege of appes 
plain, whenever they find an expediency ii 
doing : as a nobleman lays aside his garter, ^ 
he sees no valuable consequence in the discove 
his quality. 



XII. A CHARACTER. 



There is an order of persons in the world, w 
thoughts never deviate from the common r 
whatever events occur, whatever objects pn 
themselves, their observations are as unifon 
though they were the consequence of instinct. T 
Ss BOtbiBg places these men in a more insignil 
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point of light, than a comparison of their ideas with 
the refinements of some great genius. I shall only 
add, bj way of reflection, that it is people of this 
stamp, who, together with the soundest health, 
often enjoy the greatest equanimity ; their passions, 
like dull steeds, being the least apt to endanger or 
misguide them : yet -such is the fatality ! Men of 
genius are often expected to act with most discre- 
tion, on account of that very fancy which is their 
greatest impediment. 

I was taking a view of Westminster Abbey, with 
an old gentleman of exceeding honesty, but the 
same degree of understanding as that I have de- 
scribed. 

There had nothing passed in our way thither, 
beside the customary salutations, and an endeavour 
to decide with accuracy upon the present tempera- 
ture of the weather. On passing over the threshold, 
he observed, with an air of thoughtfulness, that it 
was a brave ancient place. 

I told him, I thought there was none more suit- 
able, to moralize upon the futility of all earthly 
glory, as there was none which contained the ashes 
of men that had acquired a greater share of it. On 
this, he gave a nod of approbation, but did not seem 
to comprehend me. 

Silence ensued for many minutes ; when having 
had time to reflect upon the monuments of men 
famous in their generations, he stood collected i^i 
himself, assuring me " there was no sort of ex- 
cellence could exempt a man from death." 

I applauded tlie Justice of hi» observation ; and 
said, it was not only my present opinion, but had 
been so for a number of years. *' RV%Va " ^iN)^\A^ 
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" Bid for my o 
my remarks up 



I part I seldom tore ti 
a subject, till I bave 1 
a long courae of ei|>n 

rnis laat maiita, lomewbM bejond I 
deplb, DccBsioued a eilence of aoiiie feir 
Tlic apriug had been too mach bent to re 
meiUaiely iu wonted rigonr. We bad ta 
few turns up and dowa the left band ai 
be cBn!;ht sight of a monuiQeiit somewt 
than tfae rest, and niore calculated to mab 
aioDDpou an ordiuary imaginalion. A3 1 
ber, k was raised to an ancestor of iht 
Newraitle. " Wtll," sajs be, with an a 
ning, " tbis ts indeed a fine piece of work 
but I cannot concelre [his finery ia of any 
tiou 10 the person buried there." I In 
tbolgbt not ; and that, under a uottou of : 
the deceased, people were frequemly impi 
by tbeir own pride and atfectation. 

We were now arriced at the mouuuu 
Gecit^ Chamberlain ; where my friend 
penned enough lo inform bim that be wi 
nent phjsician, when he broke out with 
tJOD, and as though some important disc 
stnick bis fancy on a sudden. 1 llstenc 
wit:i atlention, till I found him lahourl 
■inuale that phyaiciaua tbenueltes conli 
thcT lives when their time was come. 

Ke had not proceeded many steps from 
he lieckoned to our Ciceroni. " Friend,' 
pointing with his cane, " how long has tb 
inai been dead !" The man set him rig 
liartieslBTi after which, putting on a w< 
teuuice, " Well," sayi he, " to behold 
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time flies away ! It is but a small time to look 
back upon, since he and I met at the Devil. Alas !" 
continued he, ** we shall never do so again:*' In- 
diilging myself with a pun that escaped me on a 
sudden, I told him I hoped not ; and immediately 
took my leaver 

This old gentleman, as I have since heard, passed 
his life chiefly in the country; where it faintly par-' 
ticipated either of pleasure or of' pain. His chief 
delights indeed were sensusd, but those of the less 
vigorous kind; an afternoon's pipe, an evening 
walk, or a nap aCTter dinner. His death, which 
happened, it seems, quickly after, was occasioned 
by an uniform application to Bostock*s cordial, 
whatever his case required. Indeed, his discourse, 
when any complained of sickness, was a little 
exuberant in the praises of this noble cathartic. 
But his distemper proving of a nature to which this 
remedy was wholly foreign, as well as this precluding 
the use of a more effectual recipe, he expired, not 
without the character of a most considerate person. 
I find, by one part of his will^ he obliged his heir to 
consume a certain quantity of ale among his neigh- 
bours,- on the day he was born ; and by another, 
left a ring of bells to the church adjoining to hi& 
garden. It looks as if the old gentleman had not 
only an aversion to much reflection iu himself, but 
endeavoured to provide against it in succeeding 
generations. 

I have heard that he sometimes boasted that he 
was a distant reUtion of Sir Roger de Coverly. 
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XIII. AN OPINION or GHOSTS. 

It is remarkable bow mucb tbe belief of gbosts and 
apparitions of pentons. departed, has. lost aground 
within these fifty years. This may perhaps be ex- 
plained by the general growth of knowledge ; and 
by the consequent decay of superstition, even in 
those kingdoms where it is most essontiaily inter- 
woven with religion. 

The same credulity, which disposed the mind to 
believe the miracles of a popish ssunt, set aside at 
once the interposition of reason, and produced a 
fondness for the marvellous, which it was the 
priest's advantage to promote. 

It may be natural enough to suppose that a belief 
of this kind might spread in the days of popish in- 
fatuation : a belief, as much supported by igno- 
rance, as the ghosts themselves were indebted to 
the night. 

But whence comes it, that narratives of this kind 
have at any time been given by persons of veracity, 
of judgment, aud of learning ? men neither liable 
to be deceived themselves, nor to be suspected of 
an inclination to deceive others, though it were 
their interest ; nor who could be sup|)osed to have 
any interest in it, even though it were their inclina- 
tion ?' 

Here seems a further explanation wanting than 
what can be drawn from superstition. 

I go upon a supposition, that the relations them- 
selves were false. For as to the arguments some- 
dines used in this case, that had there been no true 
MhiUiag tjiere had been uo coxmXAtl^Vx.) \t aoems 
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wholly a piece of sophistry. The true shilling here 
should mean the living person ; and the counterfeit 
resemblance, the posthumous figure of him^ that 
either strikes our senses or our imagination. 

Supposing no ghost then ever appeared, is it a 
consequence that no man. could ever imagine that 
they saw the figure of a person deceased ? Surely 
those, who say this, little know the force, the ca- 
price, or the defects, of the imagination. 

Persons, after a debauch of liquor, or under the 
influence of terror, or in the delirium of a fever, or 
in a fit of lunacy, or even walking in their sleep, 
have had their brain as deeply impressed with 
chimerical representations, as they could possibly 
have been, had their representations struck their 
senses. 

I have mentioned but a few instances, wherein 
the brain is primarily affected. 'Others may be 
given, perhaps, not quite so common, where the 
stronger passions, either acute or chronical, have 
impressed their object upon the brain ; and this in 
■so lively a manner, as to leave the visionary no 
room to doubt of their real presence. 

How difficult then must it be to undeceive a per- 
son as to objects thus imprinted ! imprinted abso- 
lutely with the same force as their eyes themselves 
could have portrayed them ! and how many per- 
sons must there needs be, who could never be un> 
iteceived at all ! 

Some of these causes might not improbably hxve 
given rise to the notion of apparitions ; and wliei^ 
the notion had been once promulgated, it had a 
natural tendency to produce more instances. 

The gloom of night, that wa& \^YQftnLC^\\^ ^Wkt^k ^ 
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would l>e naturally productive of apparitions. The 
event confirmed it. 

The passion of grief for a departed friend, of 
horror for a murdered enemy, of remorse for a 
wronged testator, of love for a mistress IciUed by 
inconstancy, of gratitude to a wife of long fidelity, 
of desire to be reconciled to one who died at Tari> 
ance, of impatience to vindicate what was folsely 
construed, of propensity to consult with an adnser 
that is lost. — ^The more fsunt as well as the more 
powerful passions, when bearing relation to a per- 
son deceased, have often, I fancy, with concurrent 
circumstances, been sufficient to exhibit the dead to 
the living. 

But, what is more, there seems no other account 
that is adequate to the case as I have stated it. Al- 
low this, and you have at once .a reason, why the 
most upright may have published a falsehood, and 
the most judicious confirmed an absurdity. 

Supposing then that apparitions of this kind may 
have some real use in God's moral government r is 
not any moral purpose, for which they may be em- 
ployed, as effectually answered on my supposition, 
. as the other ? for surely it cannot be of any import- 
ance, by what means the brain receives these 
images. The effect, the conviction, and the reso- 
lution consequent, may be just the same in either of 
the cases. 

Such appears, :to me at least, to be the true exist- 
ence of apparitions. 

The reasons against any external apparition, 
among others that may be brought, are these that 
follow. 

Tbey are, I think, uevei^^^uYi^ dvi \ and dark- 
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ness being the season of terror and uDcertainty, and 
the imagination less restrained, they are never 
visible to more than one person ; which had more 
probably been the case, were not the vinon in- 
ternal. 

They have not been reported to have appeared 
these twenty years. What cause can be assigned, 
were their existence real, for so great a change at 
their discontinaance. ? • 

The cause of superstition has lost ground for this 
last century : the notion of ghosts has been, toge- 
ther, exploded : a reason why the imagination should 
be less prone to conceive them ; but not a reason 
why they themselves should cease. 

Most of those, who relate that these spectres 
have appeared to them, have been persons either 
deeply superstitious in other respects, of enthu- 
siastic irtaagioations, or strong passions, which ara 
the consequence ; or else have allowedly felt some 
perturbation at the time. 

Some few instances may be supposed, where the 
caprice of imagination, so very remarkable ia 
dreams, may have presented fantasms to those 
that waked. I believe there are few but can recol- 
lect some, wherein it has wrought mistakes, at 
least equal to that of a white horse for a winding- 
sheet. 

To conclude. As my hypothesis supposes the 
chimera to give terror equal to the reality, our best 
means of avoiding it is to keep a strict guard over 
our passions ; to avoid intemperance, as we would 
a charnel-house ; and by making frequent appeals 
to cool reason and common sense, secure to our- 
selves the property of a wdi-Tega\&\/^^SsQA!6'!QaaQi»«L« 
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XIV. ON CARDS.-^A FRAOMKNT. 

——We had passed our evening with some oeitiin 
persons famous for their taste, their learning, and 
refinement : hut, as iil-lnck would have it, two 
fellows, duller than the rest, had coutrived to pot 
themselves upon a level, bf introducing a game U 
cards. 

<* It is a sign,** said he, " the world is far gone in 
absurdity, or surely the fashion of cards wonld be 
accounted no small one. Is it not surprising tbaX 
men of sense should submit to join in this idle cm- 
tom, which appears originally invented to supply its 
deficiency ? But such is the fatality ! imperfectkms 
give rise to fashions; and are followed by thoie 
who do not labour under the defects that introduced 
them : nor is the hoop the only instance of a h- 
shion invented by those who found their account in 
it, and afterwards countenanced by others to whose 
figure it was prejudicial. 

*^ How can men, who value themselves upon tbdr 
reflections, give encouragement to a practice, whidi 
puts an end to thinking ?" 

I intimated the old allusion of the bow, that ac- 
quires fresh vigour by a temporary relaxation. 

He answered, this might be applicable, provided 
I could show that cards did not require the pain of 
thinking; and merely exclude from it the profit 
and the pleasure. 

" Cards, if one may gvess from their first appear- 
ance, seem invented for the use of children ; aid, 
among the toys pecnliar to infancy, the bells, the 
whistle, the rattle, and the bobby-horae, deiOTed 
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their share of commendation. By degrees, men, who 
came nearest to children in understanding and want 
of ideas, grew enamoured of the use of them as a 
suitable entertainment: others also, pleased to 
reflect on the innocent part of their lives, had re- 
course to this amusement, as what recalled it to 
Ihelr minds. A knot of viUains increased the 
party; who, regardless of that entertainment which 
tfle former seemed to draw from cards, considered 
them in a more serious light, and made use of them 
ai a more decent substitute to robbing on the road, 
or plckiag pockets. But men who propose to them- 
aelres a dignity of character, where will yon find . 
ikdr inducement to this kind of game ? For diffi- 
cult indeed 'Were it to determine, whether it appear 
more odious among sharpers, or more empty and 
ri^culous among persons of character." - 

•* Perhaps," replied I, " your men of wit and fancy 
may fovour this diversion, as giving occasion for the! 
crpp of jest and witticism, which naturally enough 
arises from the names and circumstances of the 
cards." 

He said, he would allow this as a proper motive, 
in ease the men of wit and humour would accept 
the excuse themselves. 

** In short," says he, " as persons of ability are 
capable of furnishing out a much more agreeable 
entertainment; when a gentleman offers me cards, 
I dtall esteem U as his private opinion that 1 have 
adther iense nor fancy." 

I asked how much he hadjiost ? His answer was, 
he did not much regard ten pieces ; but that it hurt 
him to have squandered them away on cards; and 

D 



50 shenstonb's bmats. 

that to the loss of conversation, for whidi he 
have given twenty. 



XV. ON HYPOCSISY. . 

Were hypocrites to pretend to nouncommoi 
tity» their want of merit woald be less disco? 
But pretensions of this nature bring their c 
ters upon the carpet. Those who endeav 
pass for the lights of the world mast expect 
tract the eyes of it. A small blemish is more 
discoverable in them, and more justly ridii 
than a much greater in their neighbours. A 
blemish also presents a clew, which very oftc 
ducts us through the most intricate mazes an 
recesHCs of their character. 

Notwithstanding the evidence of this, hon 
do we see pretence cultivated in proportion 
tue is neglected ! As religion sinks in one 
pretence is exalted in the other. 

Perhaps, there is not a more effectual key 
discovery of hypocrisy than a censorious t 
llie man possessed of real virtue knows th 
cuity of attaining it, and is, of course, mc 
dined to pity others, who happen to fail in tl 
suit. The hypocrite, on the other hand, . 
never trod the thorny path, is less induced ' 
those who desert it for the flowery one. He e: 
the unhappy victim without compunction, an 
with a kind of triumph ; not considering thi 
is the proper object o'f compassion, or tha 
pensity to censure is almost a worse qualit 
fuiy it can expose. 
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Clelia was bom in England, of Romish parents, 
about the time of the revolution. She seemed na- 
turally framed for love, if you were to judge by her 
external beauties ; but if you build your opinion on . 
her outward conduct, you would have deemed her 
as naturally averse to it. Numerous were the 
gar9on8 of the polite and gallant nation, who en- 
deavoured to overcome her prejudices, and to re- 
concile her manners to her form. Persons of rank, 
fortune, learning, wit, youth, and beauty sued to 
her ; nor had she any reason to quarrel with love 
for the shapes in which he appeared before her. 
Yet in vain were all applications. Religion was her 
only object ; and she seemed resolved to pass her 
days in all the austerities of the most rigid convent. 
To this puriK>se she sought out an abbess that pre- 
sided over a nunneiy in Languedoc, a small com- 
munity, particularly remarkable for extraordinary 
instances of selMenial. The abbess herself exhi- 
bited a person in which chastity appeared indeed 
not very meptorious. Her character was perfectly 
well known before she went to preside over this 
little society. Her virtues were indeed such as she 
thought most convenient to her circumstances : her 
fiists were the effect of avarice, and her devotions 
of the spleen. She considered the cheapness of 
house-keeping as the great reward of piety, and 
added profuseness to the seven deadly sins. She 
knew sack-cloth to be cheaper than brocade^ and 
ashes than sweet powder. 

Her heart sympathized with every cup that was 
broken, and she instituted a fast for each domestic 
misfortune. She had' converted her larder into a 
study, and the greater part of her library coii&\&<«l 
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of mairaals for fiutfng days. By thew arts^ and Hoi 
way of life, she seemed to enjoy as great afreedm 
firom Inordtnate desires, as the -persons might be 
■apposed to do who were favoured with her smila 
or her conversation. 

To this lady was Clelia admitted ; and after the 
year of prohation, assumed the reiL 

Among many other».who had soUcited her nodce, 
before she became a member of this convent, was 
Leander, a young physician of great learning aad 
ingenuity. His personal accomplishments weie st 
least equal to those of any of his rivals, and his 
passion was superior. He urged in his Miatf aD 
that wit, inspired by fondness, and recommended 
by person, dress, and equipage, could insinuate; 
but in vain. She grew angry at -the MriicitatioBB 
vrith which she resolved never to comply, and 
which she found so difficult to evade. ^ 

But Clelia now had assumed the veil, and JUeiD* 
der was the most miserable of mortals. He had aot 
so high an opinion of his fair one's sanctity aad 
zeal, as some other of her admirers^; but ho had a 
coniiction of her beauty, and that altogether irre- 
sistible. His extravagant passion had prodacedin 
him a jealousy that was not easily eluded. 

" At regina dolos^— ■ 
Quid non sentit Amor ?" 

He |iad observed his mistress go more frequently 
to her confessor, a young and blooming ecdesiastic, 
than was, perhaps, necessary for so much apparent 
purity, or, as he thought, consistent with it : it 
was enough to put a lover on the rack, and it had 
this effect upon Leander. His suspicions weie by 
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DO means lessened, when he foapd the convent to 
which QeUa had giTen the preference be&re ail 
others, was one where this young friar supplied a 
confessional chsar. 

It happened that Leander waJs brought to the ab- 
bess in the capacity of a physician, and he had one 
more opportunity offered him of beliolding Qelia 
Uuroujgh the grate. 

She, quite shocked at his appearance, burst oat 
into a sudden rage, inveighing bitterly against his 
presumption, and calling loudly on the name of the 
Uessed iirgin and the holy friar. The convent was, 
in short, alarmed ; nor was Clelia capable of being 
pacified, till the good man was called, in order to 
aQay, by suitable applications, the emotions raised 
by tbiM unexpected interview. 

Leander grew daily more convinced, that it was 
not only verbal communications which passed be- 
tween Clelia and the friar: this, however, ,he did 
not think himself fully warranted to disclose, till an 
necident of a singular nature, gave him an oppor- 
tunity of receiving more ample testimony. 

The confessor had a favourite spaniel, which he 
had lost for some time, and was informed at length 
that he -was killed at a village in jthe neighbour- 
hood, being evidently mad. The friar was at first 
not much concerned ; but in a little time recollected 
that the dog had snapped his fingers the very day 
before his elopement. A physician's advice was 
thought expedient on the occasion, and Leander 
was the next physician. He told him, with great 
frankness, that no prescription he could write, had 
the sanction of so much experience as immersion 
in sea water : the friar, therefore, the next da.'<^^ 
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set forward upon bis journey; while Lei 
without a mischieroDS kind of satisfactioi 
the following lines to Clelia : 

*' MY CHARMING CLELIA, 

*' Though I yet love you to distraction 
but suspect that you have granted favon 
confessor, which you might, with greater i 
have granted to Leander. All I have to a 
that amorous intercourses of this natu 
you have enjoyed with Friar Laurence, pi 
der the like necessity with him of seeking 
in the ocean. 

"Adieu! Lea 

Imagine Clelia guilty; and then iro 
confusion. To rail was insignificant, anc 
her physician was absurd, when she fou 
under a necessity of pursuing his ad^ 
whole society was made acquainted witl 
ney she was undertaking, and the cause 
were uncharitable to suppose the whole ( 
under the same constraint with the unha 
However, the greater part thought it decei 
her : some went as her companions, som 
cise, some for amusement, and the abb 
as guardian of her train, and concern 
society's misfortunes. 

What use Leander made of his disco 
known. Perhaps, when he had been sv 
banishing the hypocrite, he did not she 
very soUcitodli in his endeavours to i 
sinner. 

N.B. Written when I went to be dip 
salt water. 



XVI. ON VANITY. 

History preserves the memory of empires and of 
states, with which it necessarily interweaves that 
of heroes, kings, and statesmen. Biography affords 
a place to the remarkable characters of private 
men. There are likewise other subordinate testi- 
momes, which serve to perpetuate, at least pro- 
long, the memories of men, whose characters and 
stations give them no claim to a place in story. 
For instance, when a person fails of making that 
figure in the world which he makes in the eyes of 
his own relatioas or himself, he is rarely dignified 
any farther than with his picture whilst he is living, 
or with an inscription upon his monument after 
liis decease. Inscriptions have been so fallacioas, 
that we begin to expect little from them beside 
elegance of style. To inveigh against the "writers, ' 
for their manifest want of truth, were as absurd as 
to censure Homer for the beauties of an imaginaiy 
character. — But even paintings, in order to gratify 
the vanity of the person who bespeaks them, are 
taught, now-a-days, to flatter like epitaphs. 

Falsehoods upon a tomb or monument may be en- 
titled to some ^cuse, in the affection, the gratitude, 
and piety, of Surriving friends. Even grief itself 
disposes us to magnify the virtues of a relation, as 
visible objects also appear larger through tears. 
But the man who, through an idle vanity, suffers hb 
features- to be belied or exchanged for others of a 
more agreeable make, may, with great truth, be said 
to lose his property in the portrait : in like man- 
ner, if he, encourage the painter to Vk^<&Va&\'c«»|i^ 
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1 remember a bag-triper, wbiMe pbyni 
•0 remirliable uid fomiliu' lo a dnb b 
th»l it WW agned to hare faia pictare 
tbeir cbimaey-iHece. Tbere ma tbii 
in the fellow, ihal he cbo»e alwafi W | 
thongb be wM daily offered a pur of lb 
ever, when the painter h»d been bo ezai 
thii little fltee of dreii, the fellow oil 
bad in the world, the whole produce of t 
httrmonj, to haie thoK feet coreied in 
which he to much acomed to corcr in tl 
Perfaapi be choDght it a dixgnux to hii 
to be eteruiied in the handi of lo nmc 
poverty. HoweTer, when a person of 
adorn himaeir with trophies to which 
pretenRioDS to ajipire, he ihonld cociid 
tare ai actnally telling a lie to pMterity, 

The absurdity of thii ii evident, if ■ 
fame to himaclf a mitre, a bine garter, 
net, impmpert]'; bat itatioa may Iw 
other decorations, as well as theie. 

But I am driven into ihli grave disc 
labjeft perhaps not very Imporlaiit, by 
■pteen. I (his mnmlDg saw a fellow i 
olght gown of so rich a stuff, that tbeei 
he purchased such a one, would more thi 
rained him; and another coxcomb, tei 
painter In a velvet chur, who would 
■arprlsed at the deference paid him, 1 
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XVII. AN ADVENTURE. 
Oaudent pnenomine mollai 



Is a very convenient piece of knowledge for a 
ion vpon a journey, to know the compellations 
^h whkh it 18 proper to address those he hap- 
18 to meet by hb way. Some accuracy here may 
of use to him, who would be well directed either 
fhe length or the tendency of his road, or be 
!ed from any itinerary difficulties incident to those 
10 do trot know the country. It may not be in- 
Ml imprudent to accost a passenger with a title 
^rior to what he may appear to cl^m : this 
U seldom fail to diffbse a wonderful alacrity in 
I countenance, and be, perhaps, a method of 
»ring you from any mistake of greater import- 
cc. 

I was led into these observations by some solid- 
les I lately underwent, on account of my igno* 
Doe in these peculiarities. Being somewhat more 
rsed in books than I can pretend to be in the 
ders of men, it was my fortune to undertake a 
tney, which I was to perform by means of in- 
Iries. I had passed a number of miles without 
J sort of difficulty, by help of the manifold in- 
•nctions that had been given me on my setting 
t : at length, being something dubious concem- 
I my way, 1 met a person, whom, from his night- 
p and several domestic parts of dress, I deemed 
be of the ndghbourhood. His station of life 
peared to me, to be what we call a gentleman^ 

i>2 
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farmer ; a sort of subaltern character, in respeet of 
which the world seems not invariably determined.: 
it is, in short, what Idng Charles the Second 
esteemed the happiest of all stations ; superior to 
the toilsome task and ridiculous dignity of con- 
stable, and as much inferior to the intricate prac- 
tice and inridious dednons of a justice of peace. 
** Honest man," says I, " be so good as to iiifonB 
me whether 1 am in the way to Mirlington ?** He 
replied, with a sort of surliness, that he knew no- 
thing of the matter; and turned away with m 
much disgust as though I had called him rogoe or 
fiscal. 

I did not readily penetrate the cause of his dis- 
pleasure, but proceeded on my way, with hopes to 
ftnd otlier means of information. The next I met 
was a young fellow, dressed in all the pride of rand 
tprucen^ ; -and beside him, walked a g^ri, in a 
diress agreeable to that of her companion. Ai 1 
presumed him by no means averse to appear, oon- 
aderable in the eyes of his mistress, I supposed a 
compliment might not be disagreeable; and In- 
quiring the road to Mirlington, addressed him by 
the iHaae of " Honesty:** The feUow (whether to 
show .his wit before his mistress, or whether be 
was displeased with my familiarity, I cannot tdl,) 
directed me ^o follow a part of my face (which I 
was well assured could be no guide to me,) and that 
other parts would follow of consequence. 

The next I met, appeared, l>y his look and gait, 
to stand lii|^ in*his own opinioo. I therefore 
judged the best way of proceeding was to ttdvpt ay 
phrase to his own ideas, and sidndng hin l^ tiw 
name of *< Sir," desired to obtain soase insi^inlo 
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my road. My gentleman, without hesitation, gave 
me ample iostructioiui for the rest of my journey. 
*" I passed on, musing with myself, why an appd- 
latiou relative to fortune should be preferred to one 
Ibaoded on merit; when I happened to behold a 
gentleman examining a sun-dial in his garden. 
*' Friend," says I, " will you tell me what a clock 
it is ?" He made me no soit of answer, and seemed 
as much dissatisfied with my openness of temper, 
as wAth the confidence I placed in his. The refiisal 
of an answer in this case was not of much import- 
ance* 1 proceeded on my way, and happen^ to 
meet a very old woman, whom 1 determined to ac- 
cost by the appellation of « Dame ;" and withal 
wished her a good night. But, alas ! she seemed 
so Uttle pleased with the manner of my address, 
that she returned me no manner of thanks for 
my kind wishes as to her repose. It is not dear 
whether my phrase was faulty, in regard to her 
dignity, or in respect of her age : but it is very 
probable she might condude it an impropriety in 
respect of both. 

I hadiby this time found the inconvenience of an 
utter ignorance in rural distinctions. The future 
pari of my journey afforded me yet farther means of 
conviction. I was exposed to the danger of three 
quicksands^ by calling a girl *< sweetheart," instead 
of '' madam ;" and was within a foot of msliisg 
down a predpice, by calling another, << Forsooth," 
wfaamight easily have told me how to avoid it. 

In short, I found myself well or ill used, as I 
happened, or not, to suit my salutations to people's 
ideas of their own rank. Towards the last part of 
my stage, I was to pass a brook| to vvoaVl ^^^t^^K^ 
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by land-floods, that the proper way through it was 
nndistiDguishable. A well-dressed gentleman was 
passbig a bridge on my left hand. It ¥ras here of 
mnch importance for me to succeed in my inquiry ; 
I was, therefore, meditating within myself which 
might be the most endearing of all appellations; 
and at last besought him to give me some instruc- 
tions, under the name of " Honest Friend." He 
was not, seemingly, so much pleased as I assured 
myself he would be, and trudged onward without 
reply. After this, I had not gone n^any steps (out 
of the path, for so it proved) before 1 found myself 
and horse plunged headlong in the brook, and my 
late honest friend in laughter at our down^lL 

I made a shift, however, to recover both myself 
and horse ; and, after a few more diflScnlties, ar- 
rived at the end of my journey. I have since made 
strict inquiry into the due application of such in- 
ferior titles, and may, perhaps, communicate them 
to you on some future occasion : in the mean 
time, yon may, if you please, consider the vast im- 
portance of superior titles, when there is no one so 
inconsiderablje, but there is also a mind that it can 
influence. 

When you reflect upon this subject,. you will, 
perhaps, be less severe on your friend ♦ * • •, who, 
you tell me, is now trafficking for thi^ speeies of 
dignity. 

lieam to be wise, then, from others' harm, and 
doDOt forget to observe decorum on every occasion 
that you may have to address bin for the future. 
Pretend no more, at the close of your epistle, to be 
his faithful servant, much less his affectionate one » 
tender yoar services with great respect^ if yon (lo 



I 
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t choose to do it with profound veneration. He 
11 certainly have no more to do with sincerity ^ 
d troth. Remember^ 

•' Male si palpere, rtcaldtnt.** 



XVIII. ON MODKSTY AND IMPUDENCE. 

HKN a man of genius does not print, he discovers 
■self by nothing more than by his aMlities in 
ipnte. However, let him show solidity in his opi- 
ons, together with ease, elegance, and vivacity in 
s expressions ; yet if an impudent foce be found 
baffle him, he shall be judged inferior in other 
ipects: I mean, he will grow cheap in mixed 
mpany ; for as to select judges, they will form 
eir opinions by another scale : with these, a sin- ' 
i epistle, penned with propriety, will more effec- 
ally prove his wit, than a hundred defects in his 
Bversatiou will demonstrate the reverse. 
it is true, there is nothing displays a genius, (I 
ean a quickness of genius,) more than a dispute ; 
two diamonds, encountering, contribute to each 
ber's lustre. But, perhaps, the odds is much 
ainst the man of taste in this particular. 
Bashfiilness is more frequently connected with 
od sense, than we find assurance; and impu- 
nce, on the other hand, is often the mere effect 
downright stupidity. On this account, the man 
genius has as much the advantage of his anta- 
oist, as a race-horse, carrying a small weight, 
« over his rival that bears a larger : modesty, 
le the weight to which 1 allude, not v]iSfttV»% xvi^ 



62 8HENSTONE*8 SS8AT8. 

owner to exert its real strength ; wbicli effronterj 
U allowed to do, without let or impediment. 

It may be urged, and justly enough, that it ii 
common to be partial to the modest man ; andthit 
diffidence malces good amends for any restrunt it 
lays us under, by the prejudice it gives every hetrer 
in our favour. But, indeed, this can only happen 
where it meets with the most ingenuous jodgei: 
othemnse a langh will carry the day, with whidi 
the ignorant side is generally best accommodated* 

In order to put these antagonists upon a suae- 
what more equal footing, I have inTented the (al- 
lowing instrument, for the sole structure aad 
sale of which I am not without hopes of procmiDg 
a patent. What I mean, is an artificial lani^iter. 
There are few so little conversant in toys, but anat 
have seen instruments mechanically frained to ooim« 
terfeit the voices of difierent birds. The quail-pipe 
is brought to such perfectiou, as even to delude the 
very species : the cuckoo has been mimicked with 
no less accuracy. Would it not then be an easf 
matter to represent the langh of this empty tribe, 
which has in itself something artificial, and is not 
more affected than it is particular ? For the Qoa* 
venience of the person that bears it, its dimennoni 
should be so contrived as that it might be played on 
in his pocket. Does it not seem feasible, that a 
laughter of this kind may be brought to answei 
every purpose of that noise which it resembles ? II 
there be occasion for an expletive, let the ownei 
seek it in his fob; .as his antagonist would find hii 
account in a loud oath or an empty pun. If then 
be need of a good sounding cadence at the close- .ol 
a common period. It ma.^ iiot be amiss to harmo* 
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:e a sentence by what may be called a finishing 
oke. This instrnment is so contrived, as to pro- 
ce all the variety of a human laugh ; and this to- 
tlon la to be regulated, not by the nature of yonr 
jjicct^ nor the wit or homonr of a repartee, bat 
the disposition of the company, and the proper 
note for such an interlude. Bat to become a 
ister of the said machine, let the candidate' for 
planse frequent the company of vociferous dispu- 
ita, among whom he may soon learn how to per- 
in a conversation. 

One or two of these instruments I have already 
ithed, though not indeed to the perfection at 
lich I expect they may soon arrive. A gentleman 
ited me the other day, who has the justest dum 
It can be to the use of them, having nothing in 
I character than can obscure the greatest merit, 
t the greatest modesty. 1 communicated my in* 
Btion, desiring him to malte a trial of it, on the 
It occasion. He did so : and when 1 saw him 
kt, gave me leave to publish the following account 
Ha efficacy In my next advertisement. *' The first 
ae I employed it," said my friend, " was in a 
It of controversy with a beau, who had contrived 
BUS, by the use of his snuff-box, to supply both 
mt of language and of thought. In this manner 
prolonged his argument ; and really, to the com- 
ny, which consisted of ladies, discovered more 
^ty without thinking than I c6uld do by its 
tiftance. I bethoui^ myself immediately of yonr 
troment, and' had recourse to it. I observed in 
lat part of his discourse he most employed his fin- 
n, and had suddenly recourse to mine, with eqwU 
f basis and significancy. Tlie art was not disco-' 
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▼ercd, crc I had routed my antagonisty hanng 
seated myself in a dark oolnery where my operations 
were not discernible. I obtervedy that as he foond 
himself more closely pressed , he grew more and 
more assiduous in his application to his finnff-box, 
much as an otter closely pursued is forced to throir 
up bubbles that show his distress. I therefore dis- 
covered gradually less and less occasion for speak- 
ing; and for thinking, none at all : I played only a 
flourish, in answer to the argument at his fingos* 
ends ; and, after a while, found him as mortal ia 
this part as in any other. When his cause was Just 
expiring, after a very long pursuit, and many Mt- 
less turnings and evasions in the course of it, I 
sounded my instrument with as much alacrity as a 
huntsman does his horn on the death of a hare. 

** The next whom I engaged was a more formi- 
dable diHputant ; and I own, with a sense of grati- 
tude, that your instrument alone could render nic 
a match for him. His strength of argument was 
his strength of lungs ; and he was, unquestiooaUy, 
an able antagonist. However, if your machine put 
me upon a par with him, I think I may say, mih- 
out vanity, that in point of reason J had the upper 
hand. I shall only add, that as it was habitual for 
him to answer arguments by vociferation, so it be- 
eame needless for me to give him any answer of a 
better kind." 

Thus far my friend. I do not question but there 
will appear artists, that shall undertake to instruct 
the diffident, the submissive, and the bashful, hovr 
to perform the whole gamut of oratorical aijid risible 
music ; and as there is a kind of humorous laugh- 
ter^ which draws all others into its own vortex, I 
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\ here assert that I would have this branch 
?h inculci^ecL 

er Is thh iiiBtniment of importance in dis- 
ne, or controversy; bat wherever one man's 

are more prone to langhter than another's, 
idll burst one man's sides, which will not 
the features of another ; and a langh one 
dhiy is almost as irksome as a lamentation : 
e a peal rung after a wedding, where a 
arisfa shall be stunned with noise, becanse 
It that occasion to irejoice, which the per- 
east Imagine to be their lot, that occasioned 

sounds are pleaMug to their ears, who find 
oformable to their own ideas; biit those 

not in temper, or unconcerned, find them 
fing repetition. 

, therefore, my mind is not in tune with 
s, what strikes his, will not vibrate on mine : 
;n have to do, is to counterfeit a laugh % 

an operation as artificial as the machine I 
» describing. 
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ions of our lives, even those we call most 
It, seem as much subject to trifles as our 
is themselves. We frame many notable 
in imagination, and promise to ourselves 
term of life : it is, however, in the power 
sinutest accident, to shorten the one and 
rt the other. It is with manlcind as with 
ire-engines, whose motion may be stoj^^ 
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in the midst of its rapidity, by the interposition of 
straw io a particular part of them. 

The following translation from the original Spa- 
meh, will sufficiently illustrate the foregoing asser- 
tion. Don Pedro * * * • was one of the principal 
grandees of his age and country. He had » genhu 
equal to his birth, and a disposition remarkably 
contemplative. It was his custom, on this account, 
to retire from the world at stated periods, and to 
indulge himself in all the mazes of a fine imagina- 
tion. It happened, as he one day sat in his study, 
that he fixed his eye on a neighbouring spider. Tbe 
most trivial object (if any natural object can be 
termed so) served him frequently for the founda- 
tion of some moral and sublime reflection. He 
surveyed the creature attentively, aiid indulged the 
bias of his thought, till he was lost in the ezcnr- 
sions of a profound reverie. The curious work- 
manship of this unregarded animal brought at once 
into his mind the whole art of fortification. * He 
observed the deficiency of human skill, and that 
no cunning could have contrived her so proper an 
habitation : he found that no violence could affect , 
the extremities of her lines, but what was immedi- 
ately perceptible, and liable to alarm her at tbe 
centre : he observed the road, by which she sallied 
forth, served to convey intelligence from wifhoat, 
at the same time that it added streu^h and sta- 
bility to the work within. He was at once sur- 
prised and pleased with an object which, although 
common, he happened not to have beheld in the 
rame light, or with the same attention. From this 
instant he bent his thoughts upon the advancement 
of military {oTt\tkca\\oii\ w!kd.Vk». often woitld declare 
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his trivial incident that gave him a relish for 
idy, which he afterwards pursued with such 
ion and success. 

lent, in short, so much time upon the at- 
it of this science, that he grew as capable of 
ig any part of it, as speculation alone could 
tiim. Nothing was wanted now but practice 
lete the fame of his abilities. That, in short, 

next pursuit. He' became desirous of esi- 
.ng what had been so successful in imagina- 
nd to malie those mural sallies, which had 
ended there with victory. To this end, he 
le to do, but excite the ambition oif his 
oaonarch ; to enforce, by testimony of his 
his qualificatious for the post he sought; 
the first delivery of his petition, to obtain 
ent from the king. 

happened to be a time of the profoundest 
lity; little agreeable to a person eager of 
jrnished with skill, and conscious of abili- 
iuch was this ingenious nobleman. He well 
le ambition of princes, and of his monarch 
cular ; but he was not acquainted with hu 
rhat imperious and subtile passion is often 
edominate when it is least perceived : when 

prevails in any great degree, we and our 
grow subservient ; and, instead of checking 
*adicting, it stoops to flatter and to autho- 

instead of undeceiving, she confirms Us in 
»r ; and even levels the mounds, and smoothes 
tructions, which it is her natural province 
pose. This was the case of Don Pedro*. The 
- of his taste increased his seDsibilityy and 
Ibility made him more a stave* ThA v&oji. 



of mao, like (he finer parts of mal 
dduate it ii, DBtnrkllf admiti tbe n 
the more riilble impreasioH.- Tbe 
are tbe ioonnt &pt to take flane. 
fore, be the more candid to him, on 
Tincity of hii pualoM, Kdueed, m I 
into TctT nnwarrutable leheDief. 

He had, in biW, conceived a proje 
master u aniiertal monarchr. He : 
every artick with tbe ntmoat laboor 
and Intended, witliln a 1^ dajw, I 
pngect to tbe lilog. 

Spain wai then in a Mate of ad 
Urge arm; on foot ; together with i 
ponnnllics of raising an immense 
impoMible to oaswer for [be posdl 
mlgbt deolroy the hopes of SDch 
difflcnltr aRen aitendu the execntioD 
dmM feasible and well conlril^ Id 
wbocTcr was acquainted with tlie 
project, knew the poMure of affiiin 
that time, the ambition of the princt 
circnmitancei ibat conspired to In 
have ibongbt the project would hai 
(o, pat iu practice, and, without m 
iDterpoailiODi of Fortune, been atten 
ceu, Bnt Fortune did not put herae 
cular trouble about the matter. 

Don Pedro, big with vast dc^gni 
walkiug in hi< Beids : he was proutie 
ing an audience of the king. He 
himself far a conrersation which in]| 
much coniequeoce 10 aU maoldnd; 
/^M^IitfBlljr aloag, vaA tegudleu ol 
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foot happened to stumble, and to OFerturn an ant'n 
neit. He ca9t his eyes npon the ground to see the 
oeeasioD of his mistake, where he spied •the little 
aaimiiW in the most miserable coafojiioiu He had 
the delicacy of sentiment to be really sorry for 
mkBlt he had done ; and, putting himself in their 
condition, began to reflect npon the consequence. 
It might be an age to them ere they could recover 
Uieir tranquillity. He viewed them with a sort of 
•mile, to find the anxiety they underwent for such 
perishable habitations : yet he considered that his 
contempt was only the effect of his own superiority ; 
and that there mi;(ht be some created beings, to ' 
iriiom his own species must appear as trifling. Hit 
remark did not cease tier/e. He considered his fo^ 
tore enterprise, with an eye to such a race of 
beings : he found it must appear to them in a light 
as disadvantageous, as the ambition and vain glory 
of an ant would to himself. " How ridiculous," 
he said, '* must ^bis republic appear to me, could I 
discern its actions, -as it has probably many that 
are analogous to those of human nature. Suppose 
them at continual variance about the property of a 
grain of sand : suppose one, that had acquired a few 
lands more to his portion — ^as also one grain of 
wha^t, and one small particle of barley-flour— 
should think himself qualified to tyrannize over his 
equals, and to lord it, uncontrolled. Consider him^ 
on this account, not contented to make use of the 
aamerons legs with which nature has supplied him, 
borne aloft by a couple of slaves within the hollow 
of a husk of wheat, five or six others, at the same 
6aie, attending solemnly npon the procesMon. Sv^ 
paee, lastly, that among this people^ the ^tVaft mk- 
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nister should persuade the rest to lerf war iipoo t 
neighboaring colouy^ and this in order to be styled 
the sovereign of two hiiloclts, instead of one ; while, 
perhaps, their present condition leaves them notUiig 
to wish, besides soperfluities. At the same time, it 
is in the power of the most inconsiderable among 
mankind, nay, of any species of animals superior 
to their own, to destroy at once the minister and 
people all together: this is, doubtless, very lidka- 
Ions ; yet this is, doubtless, my own case, in re- 
spect to many bubordinate beings, and very cer- 
tainly of the Supreme one. Farewell, then, ye air* 
built citadels ! farewell, visions of unsolid glory I 
Don Pedro will Keek no honour of so equivocal an 
acceptation, as to degrade his character to a supe- 
rior species, in proportioa as it -exalts him before 
his own." 

See here a just conclusion! In short, he found it 
so fJEiirly drawn, as immediately to drop his projeet, 
leave the army, and retire ; of which whimsical re- 
lation it may be well enough observed, that a spi- 
der had enslaved the world, had not an ant ob- 
structed his design. 



XX. UPON ENVY. 
To a Friend, R. O. 



Whence is it, my friend, that I feel it impossible 
to envy you, although, hereafter, your qualificationi 
may mak^ whole miltions do so ? for, believe me, 
when I affirm, that I deem it mnch more anper- 
fluoua, to wish yoa honours to gratify your aniln- 
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tioo, than to wish you ambition enough to nonke 
yoar honours satisfactory. 

It seems a hard case that envy should be the 
consequence of merit, at the same time that scorn 
so naturally attends the want of it. It is, however, 
in some measure, perhaps, an unavoidable, and, 
perhaps, in some sense, an useful passion in all 
the most heroic natures ; where, refined through 
certain, strainers, it takes the name of emulation. 
It is a piun arising in our breasts, on contemplation 
of the superior advantages of another; and its ten- 
dency is truly good, under some certain regula- 
tions. 

All honour, very evidently, depends upon com- 
parison ; and consequently, the more numerous are 
onr superiors, the smaller portion of it falls to our 
share. Considered relatively, we are dwarfs, or 
giants ; though, considered absolutely, we are nei- 
ther. However, the love of this relative grandeur 
is made a part of our natures ; and the use of emu- 
lation is to excite our diligence in pursuit of power, 
for the sake of beneficence. The instances of its 
perversion are obvious to every one's observation. 
A vicious mind, instead of its own emolument, stu- 
dies the debasement of his superior. A person, to 
please one of this cast, must needs divest himself 
of all useful qualities ; and, in order to be beloved, 
discover nothing that is truly amiable. We m^ 
very safely fix our esteem on those whom we hear 
aome people depreciate. Merit is to them as uni- 
formly odious, as the sun itself to the bh'ds of dark- 
ness; An author, to judge of his own merit, may 
fix his eye upon this tribe of men, and suffer his 
Batisfoction to arise in due proportion to Ui<t\x ^a^ 
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XXI. A VISION. 



Inobnious was the device of those celebrated wor<« 
thies, who, for the more effectual promulgation of 
their well-grounded maxims, first pretended to di« 
vine inspiration, t'eace be to their manes ; may tht 
turf lie Hghtly on thdr breast, and the verdure 
over their grave be as perpetual as their memories ! 
Well knew they, questionless, that a proceeding of 
this nature must afford an excuse to their modesty, 
as well as add a weight to their instructions. For, 
fron the beginning of time, if we may believe the 
histories of the best repute, man has ever found a < 
delight in giving credit to surprising lies. There 
was, indeed, a necessary degree of credit, previeos 
to this delight : and there was as necessary a delight, 
in order to enforce any degree of credit. But so 
it was, that the pleasure rose in proportion to the 
woader ; and if the love of wondfer was but gratified, 
BO matter whether the tale was founded upon a 
witch or an Egeria ; on a rat, a pigeon, the pom- 
nel of a sword, a bloated sibyl, or a three-foot 
stool.. 

Of all writers that bear any resemblance to these 
originals, those who approach the nearest, are such 
as describe their extraordinary dreams and visions. 
Of ostentation we may not, peradventure, accuse 
them, who claim to themselves no other than the 
merit of spectators. Of want of abilities we must 
not censure them/when'we are given to know that 
their imagination had no more part in the affair, 
tlian a whited wall has, in those various figures, 
which some crafty artist represeuta tYv^i^OfW* 
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_ The first meditation of a solitary, is the heha- 
vioor of men in active life. Hapless species, I 
cried, how very grossly art thou mistaken! how 
very supine, while youth permits thee to gain the 
prize of .virtue, by restraint ! how vfery resolute, 
when thine age leaves nothing to restrain thee! 
thou givest a loose to thine inclinations^ till they 
lose their very being; and, like a lamp over- 
whelmed with oil, are extinguished by indulgence. 
What folly to dream of virtue, when there li, no 
longer room for self-denial ; or, when the enemy 
expires by sickness, to demand the hononr 6f a tri- 
umph! Musing upon this subject, I fell into s 
profound Flumber; and the vision with which 
it fumi9»hetl m^ shall supply materials for this 
essay. 

I was, methought, transported into a winding 
valley, on each side of whose area, so far as my eye 
could see, were held up (in the mannerof apictuK) 
all the pleasing objects either of art or nature. HiH* 
rose one beyond another, crowned with trees, or 
adorned with edifices; broken rocks contrasted 
with lawns, and foaming rivers poured headlong 
over them; gilded spires enlivened even the sun- 
shine ; and lonesome ruins, by the side of woods, 
gave a solemnity to the shade. It would be end* 
less, or rather impossible, to give an idea of the 
vast variety ; it seemed as though people, of what- 
ever inclinations, might here meet with their fa- 
vourite object. 

While I stood amazed, and even confounded, at 
so astonishing a landscape, an old man approached 
towards me, and offered his assistance in alleviating 
my surprise. '" ^^oxl o\>actNt;» ^uc^ \\e, «« in the 
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middle patb, a train of sprightly female pilgrims,* 
x>nducted by a matron f of a graver cast : she is 
Habited^ as you may observe, in a robe far 'more 
)laiu and simple than that of any amidst her foU 
owers. It is her province to restrain her pnpils^ 
liat the ol)fects glittering on each side may not 
leduce them to make excursiom<, from which they 
icarce ever find their right way again. You may 
lot, perhaps, suspect the gulfs and precipices that 
ie intermixed amidst a scenery so delightful to the 
*ye. You see, indeed, at a considerable distance,- 
Jie gilt dome of a temple, raised on columns of the 
nrhitest marble. I must inform you, that within 
;bis temple resides a lady,t weaving wreaths of im- 
oortal umaranth for that worthy matron, if she 
!xert her authority; and, as their obedience is 
nore or less entire, she has also garlands of infe- 
rior lustre to recompense the ladies in her train. 

" Your own sagacity,** added he, " will supply 
he place pf farther instructions," and then vanished 
n an instant. 

The space before me, as it appeared, was crossed 
ly four successive rivei-s. Over .these were thrown 
18 many bridges; and beyond each of these streams 
he ground seemed to vary its degree of lustre, as 
nuch as if it had lain under a different climata On 
he side of each of these rivers- appeared, as I 
hoaght, a receptacle for travellers; so that the 
oamey seemed to be portioned into four distinct 
itages. It is possible that these were meant to re- 
»rescnt the periods of a man's life ; which may be 

• The Passioni . t Reason. %. ViTta«« 
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distingQished by the names of infim^, youthy man- 
hood, and old age. 

Diuing the first stage, our traveUera proceeded 
without much disturbance. Their excorsions were 
of no greater extent than to crop a primrose, or a 
daisy, that grew on the way-side; and in these 
their governess indulged them. She gave them but 
few checlLs, and they afforded her bnt little ocoasioB. 
Hot when they arrived at the second period^ tht 
case then was greatly altered. The young ladiei 
grew visibly enamoured of the 1>eantie8 on eich 
side ; and the governess began to feel a consdMS- 
ness of her duty to restrain them. They petitioiied 
clamorously to make one short excursion, and met 
with a decent refusal One of them, that visiUj 
showed herself the greatest vixen and romp* 
amongst them, had a thousand arts and stratagemi 
to circumvent her well-meaning governess. I mii< 
here mention, what I remarked afterwards, thai 
some of the pupils felt greater attractions in one 
stage, and some in another ; and the scene before 
them, being well variegated with mossy banks and 
purling streams, frisking lambs and piping shep- 
herds, inspired a longing that was inexpressilde^ta 
one that seemed of an amorous complexion. She 
requested to make a short digression ; pointed tc 
the band of shepherds dancing; and, as I observed^ 
presented a glass, through which the matron mi|^ 
distinctly view them. The governess applied Uh 
glass, and it was wonderful to trace the change i1 
eflfected. She^ who before had, with much cob< 

• U)ve. 
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Ktancy, opposed the prayers of her petitioner, now 
began to lean towards her demands ; and, as if she 
herself were not quite indifferent to the scene of 
•pleasare she had beheld, grew remiss in her disci- 
pline, softened the language of dissent, and, with a 
gentte reprimand, suffered her pupil to elope. After 
this, however, she winked her eyes, that she might 
aoC at least bear testimony to the step she did not 
'iq[>prove. When the lady had gratified her cori- 
oi^ty, she returned forUhe present, but with an 
appetite more inflamed, and more impatient ta 
repeat her fit)lic. The governess appealed uneasy, 
and to repent of her own compliance ; and reason 
good she had, considering the confidence it gave 
her pupil, and the weight it took from her own au- 
thority. / 

lliey were not passed far from the second stage 
of their journey, ere they all determined to rebel, 
4ind submit to the tyranny of their leader no longer. 

Another now took the lead : and, seizing an em- 
4>roidered handkerchief, completely hoodwinked the 
4!irectress. All now was tumult, anardiy, disagree- 
ment, and confusion. They led their guide along, 
blindfold, not without proposals of downright mur- 
der : they soon lost si^t of the regular path, and 
strode along with amazing rapidity. I should, 
■however, except some few,* who, being of a com- 
plexion naturally languid, and thus deprived of 
their protectress, had nerther constancy to keep the 
road, nor spirit enough to stray far from it. These 
found the utmost of their inclinations gratified, in 
treasuring up shells from the banks of the river, 

* The Virtuoso-pMsion. 
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scooping fossils from the rocks, or preserrin 
that grew in the raUey. A moth or buttc 
forded them a chace, and a gmb or beetl 
suitable companion. Bat to retom to the vai 
The lady that performed the feat of bliiK 
governess, for a time, bore the chief mle, a 
the rest in a state of senritude.* She sec 
be, indeed, formed for that power and gi 
which was her delight, being of a stature ] 
ably tall, with an air of dignity in her count 
not but others would sometimes insist npo 
temporary gratification. As they shaped Ui 
to a great city, one f would loll and loit 
bed of roses ; another would join the danoe • 
herds, and sometimes retire with onet i 
covert ; a third § would not move a step 
till she had gathered some ore that was 
from the moontains. When they entered 1 
their dissipation was yet more observabk 
intoxicated herself with cordials ; another 
in quest of lace and equipage. The lady,< 
ever, at this time the most enterprising, ai 
as I mentioned before, had given such a 
their affairs, discovered a' strange fondness 
for lawn and ermine, embroidered stars, anf 
collars : however difficult it seemed to read 
or, how little necessary soever they seemed 
piness, these alone engaged her attention; 
these alone her hopes aspired. Nay, she 
far, as, in failure of these, to resolve on mU 
wilful wretchedness, 

* Ambition. \ IndoWiioe. % Gallantry. { A 
I Ebriety. ^ Pnd»Mi«iNMx\x:«j. ** Ktc^ 
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She at leugth succeeded, at least so far as to find 
how little they enhanced her happiness; and her 
former compeers, having ruined their constitutions^ 
were once again desirous to have their queen reign 
over them. In short, their loyalty regained the 
ascendant ; insomuch, that with one consent they 
removed the baudagie from her eyes, and vowed to 
obey her future directions. 

She promised to secure them all the happiness 
that was consistent with her present state, and ad- 
vised them all to follow her towards the path they 
had forsaken. 

Our travellers, in a little time after this, passed 
over the bridge that introduced them to their closing 
stage. The subjects, very orderly, repentant, and 
demissive ; the governess, more rigid and imperious 
than ever:' the former, withered, decrepit, lan- 
guishing i the latter, in gi'eater vigour, and more 
beautiful than before. Time appeared to produce 
in her a very opposite effect to that it wrought 
iu her companions ; she seemed, indeed, no more 
that easy ductile creature, insulted and borne away 
by the ivhims of her companions : she appeared 
more judicious in the commands she gave, and more 
rigorous iu the execution. In short, both her own 
activity, and the supine lethargy of those whom she 
conducted, united to make way for her unlimited 
authority. Now, indeed, a more limited rule might 
have secured obedience, and maintained a regu- 
larity. The ladies were but little struck with the 
glare of objects on each side the way : one alone I 
must except, whom I beheld look wishfully, with a 
retorted eye, towards the golden ore \yashed .do^inx 
by the torrents. The goyernoKs x^^t^%cox^,\ft.^OBfc 



80 shenstonb's essays. 

strongest terms, that the materials coald n 
ported into the realms they were abo«t t 
thai, were this even the case, they could 
of no importance. However, she had rii 
pated the biai^ of this craren dame, w 
approached the temj^e to which I fan 
laded. 

Hie temple stood npon a lofty hill, half i 
with trees of never-fading verdnre. Bet 
ndlk-white columns (which were of tl 
order, the bases gilt, as also the capitals) 
of fl^ory issaed, of such superior lustre, t 
beside the go?emess was able to approach 
indeed, with a dc;)ected countenance, di 
unto the goddess, who gently waved her 
the way of salutation. 

The matron seemed less dazzled than i 
with her excessive beauty. She accosted 
reverence, and, with much diffidence, begai 
tion their pretension to her favour. ** i 
own, she had been too remiss in the begi 
her government ; she hoped it would be « 
to inexperience in the subtle wiles of he 
travellers. She flattered herself, that hei 
towards the conclusion of her journey n 
some sort, make atonement for her misb 
in the beginmng. Lastly, that she sc 
found it impossible to hear the dictates of 
dess amid the clamours of her pupils, and 
of their persuarions." 

To this the goddess made reply : 

** Yon have heard," said she, '' no doubt, 
faFOurs I bestow, are by no means consisten 
state of inactivity. T\ito\iVj ^XTCkfe-vV^Ek." 
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dlowed an opportunity to deserve them, was the 
Ime when your pupils were the most refr^tory 
ud perverse. The honours you expect in my court 
lie proportioned to the difficulty of a good under- 
akiDg. May you, liereafter, partake them, in re- 
ward of your more vigorous conduct : for the pre> 
lent, you are little entitled to any recompense from 
ne. As to your pupils, I observe, they have passed 
lentence upon themselves." 

At this instant of time the bell rang for supper, 
and awakened me. I found the gardener by my 
dde, prepared to plant a parcel of trees; and that 
[ had slumbered away the hours, in which I should 
have given him suitable directions. 



XXII. UNCONNECTED THOUGHTS ON GARDENING. 

Gardbnino may be divided into three species—* 
kitchen-gardening— parterre-gardening-^4md land- 
seape, or picturesque-gardening: which latter is 
the subject intended in the following pages — It 
eonsists In pleasing the imagination by scenes of 
grandeur, beauty, or variety. Convenience merely 
has no share h^, any farther than as it pleases 
the imagination. 

Perhaps the division of the pleasures of imagi- 
nation, according as they are struck by the great, 
the various, and the beautiful, may be .-accurate 
enough for my present purpose :. why each of them 
affects US with pleasure may be traced in other au- 
thors. See Burke, Hutchinson, Gerard, the Theory 
of Agreeable Sensatioiis, &c. 

£2 
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There seems, however, to be some objects, which 
afford a pleasure not reducible to either of the fore- 
going heads : a ruin, for iDstance, may be neither 
new to us, nor majestic, nor beautiful, yet afford 
that pleasing melancholy which proceeds from a 
reflection on decayed magnificence : for this rea- 
son, an able gardener should avail himself of ob- ' 
jects, perhaps, not very striking, i€ tbey serve to 
connect ideas, that convey reflections of the plea- 
sing kind. 

Objects should, indeed, be less calculated to 
strike the immediate eye, than the judgnent or ' 
well-formed imagination ; as in painting. 

It is no objection to the pleasure of novelty, that 
it makes an ugTy object more disagreeable: it is 
enough that it produces asup<^riority betwixt things 
in other respects equal. It seems, on some oc- 
casions, to go even farther. Are there not brokea 
rocks and rugged grounds, to which we can hardly 
attribute either beauty or grandeur^ and yet, when 
introduced near an extent of lawn, impart a plea- 
sure equal to more shapely scenes ? Thus a seriei 
of lawn, though ever so beautiful, may satiate and 
cloy, unless the eye passes to them from wilder 
scenes ; and then they acquire the grace of novelty. 

Variety appears to me to derive good part of its 
effect from novelty ; as the eye, passing from one 
form or colour, to a form or colour of a different 
kind, finds a degree of novelty in its present oliject^ 
which affords immediate satis^tion. 

Variety, however, in some instances, may be car- 
ried to such excess as to lose its whole effect. I 
have observed ceilings so crammed with stucco or- 
osments, th^t, t^l\iou^\x of the most different kinds, 
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they have produced an unifonnlty: a suffident 
quautity of uudecorated space is necessary to ex- 
hibit such.decorations to advantage. . ' 

Ground should first he considered with an eye to 
its peculiar character: whether it be the grand, 
the savage, the melancholy, the horrid, or the b&m- 
tiful. As one or other of these characters prevail, 
one may somewhat strengthen its effect, by allow- 
ing every part some denomination, and then sup- 
porting its title by suitable appendages : for in- 
stiMice* the lover's walk may have assignation seats, 
with proper mottoes — urns to faithful lovers — tro- 
phies, garlands, &c by means of art. 

What an advantage must some Italian seats de- 
rive from the circumstance of being situate on 
grodnd mentioned in the classics ? And, even in 
England, wherever a park or garden happens to 
have been V the scene of any event in history, one 
would surely avail one's self of that circumstance, 
to make it more interesting to the imagination : 
mottoes should allude to it; columns, &c. record 
it ; verses moralize upon it ; and curiosity receive 
its share of pleasure. 

In designiug a house and gardens, it is happy 
rhen there is an opportunity of maintaining a sub- 
rdination of parts ; the house so luckily placed 

\ to exhibit a view of the whole design. I have 

imetimes thought that there was room for it to 

semble an epic or dramatic poem. It is rather 
be wished than required, that the more striking 

'lies may succeed those which are less so. 
raste depends much upon temper. - Some prefer 
alius to Virgil, and Virgil to Homer ; Hagley 
'ersfield, and Persfield to the VC«\&>\ moraL^D^a^T^^- 
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This occasions the different prefereDces that at 
given to situations: a garden strikes us Btest 
where the grand and the pleasing succeed, nci 
intermingle w\th, each other. 

I beUevey however, the sublime ha^ genendijpi 
deeper effect than the merely beautiful. 

I use the words landscape and prospect, the for- 
mer as expressive of home scenes, the latter of di- 
stant images. Prospects should take in the btae 
distant hills ; but never so remotely, that they 1w 
not distinguishable from, clouds : yet this mere ex- 
tent is what the vulgar value. 

Landscape should contain variety enough to form 
a picture upon canvass ; and this is bo bad test, as 
I think the landscape painter is the gardeniei^s best 
designer. The eye requires a sort of balance here ; 
but not so as to encroach upon probable natiift* 
A wood, or hill, may balance a house or obelisk; 
for exactness would be displeasing. We form ow 
notions from what we have seen; and though, 
could we comprehend the universe, we might per- 
haps find it uniformly regular; yet the portions 
that we see of it, habituate our fimcy to the con- 
trary. 

liie eye should always look rather down npoo 
water : customary nature makes this requisite. I 
know nothing more sensibly displeasing than Mr 
T * * *'s flat ground betwUt his terrace and hii 
water. 

It is not easy to account for the fondness iA 
former times for straight-lined avenues to theii 
houses ; straight-lined walks through their woods ; 
and, in short, every kind of straight line ; where 
the foot is to travel over what the eye has done 
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before : this circumstance is one objection : another, 
somewhat of the same kind, is the repetition of 
the same object, tree after tree, for a length of way 
together : a third is, that this identity is purchased 
by the loss of that variety, which the natural coun- 
try supplies every where, in a greater or less de- 
gree. To stand still and survey such avenues, may 
aSbrd some slender satisfaction^ through the change 
derived from perspective; but to move on con- 
tinoally and find no change of scene in the least 
attendant on our change of place^ must give actual 
pain to a person of taste. For such an one to be 
condemned to pass, along the famous vista from 
Moscow to Petersburgh ; or that other from Arga 
tp Lahor^ in India, w/tst be as disagreeable a sen- 
tence, as to be condemned to labour at the gallies. 
I conceived some idea of the sensation he must feel, 
from walking but a few minutes, immured, betwixt 
lord D • • **s high-shorn yew hedges, which run 
exactly parallel at the distance of about ten feet, 
and are contrived perfectly to exclude all kind of 
objects whatsoever. 

When a building, or other object, has been once 
viewed from its proper point, tlie foot should never 
travel to it by the same path which the eye has 
travelled over before: lose the object, and draw 
nigh obliquely. 

The side trees in vistas should be so circum- 
stanced, as to afford a probability that they grew by 
nature. 

Ruinated structure^ appear to derive their power 
of pleasing from the irregularity of surface, which 
is variety ; and the latitude they afford the imagi- 
nation to conceive an enlargemeut oC \.Vi<^vc ^- 
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menslons, or to recollect any events or circxxmstaa^ 
ces appeitaioing to their pristine grandeur, ao f^^ 
as eoDcems grandeur and solemnity. The brealc^ 
In them should be as bold and abrupt as posdble ,. 
if mere beauty be aimed at (whiich, however, is Jtoi 
their chief excellence), the waving line, .with more 
easy transitions, will become of greater importance: 
events relating to them may be simulated by num- 
berless little artifices ; but it is ever to be remem* 
bered, that high hills and sudden descents are most 
suitable to castles; and fertile vales, near wood 
and water, most imitative of the usual ^sltnatios . 
tar abbeys and religious houses : large oaks, m 
particular, are esseutial to these latter, 

*' Whose branching arms, and reverend height. 
Admit a dim religious light." 

A cottage is a pleasing object ; partly on aocoont 
of the variety it may introduce, on account of the 
tranquillity that seems to reign there, and, per- 
haps, (I am somewhat afraid) on account of the 
pride of human nature. 

In a scene presented to the eye, objects should 
never lie so much to the right or left, as to give it 
any uneasiuess in the examination : sometimes, 
however, it may be better to admit valuable objects 
even with this disadvantage : they should else never 
be seen beyond a certain angle : the eye must be 
easy before it can be pleased. 

No mere slope from one side to the other can be 
agreeable ground : the eye requires a balance, i. e. 
a degree of uniformity; but this may be otherwise 
effected, and the rule should be understood with 
some limitation. 
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*' — Each alley has its brother. 

And half the platform just reflects the other." 

Let us' examine what may be said id favour of 
that regularity whicli Mr. Pope exposes. Might he 
udt seeDiingly as well object to the disposition of 
a human face, because it has an eye or cheeic that 
is the very picture of its companion ? Or does not 
Providence, who has observed this regularity in the 
external structure of our bodies, and disregarded it 
within, seem to consider it as a beauty? llie 
arms, the limbs, and the several parts of them cor- 
respond ; but it is not the same case with the tho- 
rax and the abdomen : I believe one is generally 
solicitous for a kind of balance in a landscape ; and, 
if I am not mistaken, the painters generally fhrnish 
one : a building, for instance, on one side, con- 
trasted by a group of trees, a large oak, or a rising 
hill, on the other. Whence then does this taste 
proceed, but from the love we bear to regularity in 
perfection ? After all, in regard to gardens, the 
shape of ground, the disposition of trees, and the 
' figure of water, must be sacred to nature ; and no 
forms must be allowed that make a discovery of art. 

All trees -have a character analogous to that of 
men : oaks are in all respects the perfect image of 
the manly character : in former times, . I shonld 
have said ; and in present times, 1 think I am 
aoihorized to say, the British one. As a brave 
man is not suddenly either elated by pi-osperity, or 
depressed by adversity, so the oak displays not its 
▼erdure on the sun's first approach, nor drops it 
on his first departure : add to this, its majestic 
appearance, the rough grandeur of its bark^ and 
the wide protection of its branches. 




nchiiig, ag^d oak, ii, perhi^, th^ 
It of all inuiimate oli}ecti. 
lore solemn, if largieaadiO^n; mor^ 
iJ, if Ires and omameDted: ■olenmitj %^ 
, their poiut, atil tbe eitaatlon of tlieiD ' 
d silU cwperatc with it. 
Bf the war, 1 wotidtT that lead itatnei u« not 
u logae in our mcKleni gardem : tboagh tfaejr 
Di expreai the (tacr UoM of a liainaii bodf, 
I tlicy seem perfectly null calcolated, oa aeconnt 
bcir daratioD, to eiuliclliah landtcapes, were thej 
le de^^ccs Inferiur to what we generally bebold. 



slikreii as one part of ft acene ot 

iDuler tonchea are no more «•- 

teniial to it, thau a good landictipe plater wonU 

Besteem them, were he to represent a statue In Ini 

■ picture. 

Apparent an, in its jiroper prorince, ia alnoit 
I ii3 importiknt an appareiit nature : tbej contntt 
I agreeably, boi their provinces ercrihoiild be kept 

Some aniiiciul beuuiiea are w desteronilr m»> 
nagcd, that one caiiuoi but conceive them natonl) 
fiome natural oni>s so i':<iiemelj fortunate, that one 
)■ ready to jmear liic;' arc artifidal. 

Concenilug scenes, the more nncDnunon they 
appear, the better, provided they form a picture, 
and include nothing that pretends to be of natnre'a 
production, and is not. The shape of gronud, the 
lite of trees, anil the AHl of water, are aalnn*! 
province: nhaterer thwBrta her is tteason. 

On th^ uther hand, baildlnga and the works of 
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art, need have no other reference to nature, than 
that they afford the fvo-fyuyov with which the human 
mind is delighted. 

Art sfaoald never be allowed to set a foot in the 
province of nature, otherwise than clandestinely 
and by night. Whenever she is allowed to appear 
here, and men begin to compromise the difference, 
night, Gothicism, confusion, and absolute chaos are 
^ome again. 

To see oue*^ urns, obelisks, and water falls laid 
open; the nakedness of oar beloved mistresses, - 
the Naiads and 4he Dryads, exposed by that ruf- 
fian Winter to universal ot^rvation, is a severity 
scarcely to be supported by the help of blazing 
hearths, cheerful companions, and a bottle of the 
most grateful Burgundy. 

The works of a person that builds, begin immedi- 
ately to decay ; while those of hina who plants, be- 
gin directly to improve. In this, planting promises 
a more lasting pleasure than building, which, were 
It to remain in equal perfection, would, at best, 
begin to moulder and want repairs in imagination. 
No«r trees have a circumstance that suits our taste, 
and that is annual variety. It is inconvenient, in- 
deed, if they cause our love of life to take root and 
flourish with them ; whereas, the very sameness of 
our structures will, without the help of dilapidation, 
terfe to wean us from our attachment to them. 

It Is a custom in some countries to condemn the 
characters of those (after death) that have neither 
planted a tree, nor begot a child. 

The taste of the citizen, and of the mere peasant,' 
are in all respects the same : the former gilds hU 
balls; paints his stonework and «\;dX\xe& ^\^&fc% 
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plants Ins trees iu lines or circles ; cuts his yew> 
trees four-square or conic ; or gives them what he 
can, of the resemblance of birds, or bears, or men ; 
squirts up his rivulets in jets d'eau ; ' in short, ad- 
mires no part of nature, but her ductility ; exhibits 
every thing that is glaring, that implies expense, or 
that effects a surprise, because it i» unnatural. The 
peasant is his admirer. 

It is always to be remembered in gardening, that 
sublimit^ or magnificence, and beauty or variety, 
are very different things. Every scene we see in 
nature, is either tame and insipid, or compounded 
of those. It often happens that the same ground 
may receive from art, either certain degrees of 
sublimity and magnificence, or certain degrees of 
variety and beauty ; or a mixture of each kind : in 
this case, it remains to be considered in which light 
they can be rendered most remarkable ; whether as 
objects of beauty or magnificence : even the temper 
of the proprietor should not, perhaps, be wholly 
disregarded ; for certain complexions of soul will 
prefer an orange tree or a myrtle, to an oak or 
cedar. However, this should not induce a gar- 
dener to parcel out a lawn into knots of shrubberyj 
or invest a mountain with a garb of roses : this 
would be like dressing a giant in a sarsenet gowo, 
or a Saracen*8 head in a Brussels nightcap. I|i- 
deed, the small and circular clumps of firs, which 
I see planted upon some fine large swells, put me 
often in mind of a coronet placed on an elephant 
or camel's bac'k. I sa^, a gardener should not do 
this, any more than a poet should attempt to write 
of the king of Prussia in the style of Philips. On 
fbe other side, wYxaX vfo\j\^ \jewy»a qC Uosbia^s 
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Sparrow, should it be treated in the same language 
with the anger of Achilles ? 

Gardeners may be divided into three sorts, the 
landscape gardener, the parterre gardener, and the 
kitchen gardener, agreeably to our first division of 
gardens. 

I have used the word landscape-gardeners ; be- 
cause, in pursuance of our present taste in garden- 
ing, every good painter of landscape appears to me 
the most proper designer. The misfortune of it Is, 
that these painters are apt to regard the execu. 
tion of their work, much- more than the choice of 
subject. 

The art of distancing aad approximating, comes 
truly within their sphere : the former by the gradual 
diminution of distinctness and of size ; the latler 
by the reverse. A straight-lined avenue, that is 
widened in front, and planted there with yew trees, 
then firs, then with trees more and more fady, till 
they end in the almond-willow, or silver osier, will 
produce a very remarkable deception of tHe former 
kind; which deception wiU be increased, if the 
nearer dark trees are proportionable and truly 
larger than those at the end of the avenue that are 
more fady. 

To distance a building, plant as near as you can 
to it, two or three circles of different coloured 
greens — Evergreens are best for all such purposes 
—Suppose the outer one of holly, and the next 
of laurel, &c. the consequence will be that the 
imagination immediately allows a space betwixt 
these circles, and another betwixt the house and 
them ; and as the imagined space is determinate^ 
if your hvUd'mg be dim-coiowTed, \X 'wi^ \^cX'«^'^«a!t 
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inconsiderable. The imagination is a greater magni- 
fier than a microscope glass. And on this head, I 
have known some instances, where, by showing 
Jntermediate ground, the distance has appeared 
less than while a hedge or groTe concealed it. 

Hedges, appearing as such, are universally bad. 
They discover art in nature's province. 

Trees and hedges partake of their artificiality, 
and become a part of Uiem. There is no more sod- 
den and obvious improvement, than a hedge re- 
moved, and the trees remaining | yet not in soeh 
manner as to mark out the former hedge. 

Water should ever appear as an irregular lake 
or winding stream. 

Islands give beauty, if the water be adequate} 
but lessen grandeur through variety. 

It was the wise remark of some sagacious obser- 
ver, that familiarity is for the most part productive 
of contempt. Graceless offspring of so amiable t 
parent! Unfortunate beings that we are, whose 
'enjoyments must be either checked, or prove d^ 
structive of themselves ! Our passions are permitted 
to sip a little pleasure, but are extinguished by in^ 
dulgence, like a lamp overwhelmed with oil, Heaee 
we neglect the beauty with which we have been in* 
timate; nor would any 'addition it could receive, 
prove an equivalent for the advantage it derived 
from the first impression. Thus, negligent of graces 
that have the merit of reality, we too often prefer 
imaginary ones that have only the charm of noveltf ; 
and hence we may account, in general, for the pror 
£prence of art to nature, in our old-fashioned gar« 
dens. 

Arty indeed, \s often t^nfoXixXftXA cK^^^%a^^«.^tift- 
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mize the beauties of nature, but should, never be 
suffered to set her mark upon them ; I mean, in 
regard to those articles that are of nature's pro- 
▼inee ; the shaping of groand, the planting of trees, 
and the disposition of lakes and rimlets. Many 
more particulars 'will soon occur, which, however, 
she is allowed to regulate, somewhat clandestinely, 
upon the following account — Man is not capable of 
comprehending .the universe at one survey. Had 
he faculties eqnal to this, he might well be censured 
for any minute regulations of his own. It were tbt 
same, as if, in his present situation, he strove to 
find amusement in contriving the fabric of an ant's 
nest, or the partitions of a bee-hive. But we are 
placed in the comer of a sphere ; endowed neither 
with organs, nor allowed a station, proper to give 
us an universal view, or to exhibit to us the vaiiety, 
the iirderly. proportions, and dispositions of the 
system, We perceive many breaks and blemishes, 
'several neglected and unvariegated placed in the 
part ; which, in the whole, would appear either 
ImperceptlUe or beautiful : and we might as ra- 
tionally expect a snail to be satisfied with the 
beaaty of onr parterres, slopes, and terraces— or an 
ant to prefer our buildings to her own orderly rangt 
of granaries, as that man should be satisfied, with- 
out a single thought that he can improve the spot 
that falls to his share. But though art be neces- 
sary for collecting natiire's beauties, by what reason - 
b she authorized to thwart and to oppose her ? Why 
fantastically endeavour to humanize those vege- 
tables, of which nature, discreet nature, thought it 
proper to make trees ? Why endow^the vegetabk 
bird with wings, which natiqpe Ima \sa&& i&kr&s^^ 
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tarily dependeut upon the soil ? Hei*e art seems 
very afifectedly to make a display of that indastry, 
which it is her glory to conceal. The stone which 
represents an asterisli, is valued only on account of 
its naturdl production : Nor do we view with.plea- 
sare the laboured carvings and futile diligence of 
Gothic artists. We view with much more satisfac- 
tion some plain Grecian fabric, where art, indeedi 
has l>een equally, but less visibly, industrious. It 
is thus we, indeed, admire the shining teztike of 
the silkworm ; but we loathe the puny author, when 
she thinks proper to emerge, and to disgust v» 
with the appearance of so vile a grub. - 

But this is merely tnie in regard to the particu- 
lars of nature's province ; wherein art can only ap- 
pear as the most abject vassal, and had, therefore, 
better not appear at all. The case is different where 
she has the direction of buildings, useful or orna- 
mental ; or perhaps, claims as much honour from 
temples, as the deities to whom they are inscribed. 
Here then it is her. interest to be seen as much as 
possible ; and though nature appear doubly beauti- 
ful by the contrast her structures furnish, it is not 
easy for her to confer a benefit which nature, on 
her side, will not repay. 

A rural scene to me is never perfect withoQt the 
addition of some kind of building : indeed I hvn 
known a scar of rock-work, in great measure, sup- 
ply the deficiency. 

In gardening, it is no small point to enforce ^tber 
grandeur or beauty by surprise, for instance, by 
abrupt transition from their contraries — ^but to lay 
a stress upon surprise only ; for example, on thi 
surprise occasioned \i^ «a. ^^, VvvVvs^Mt lucludioj 
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auy nobler purpose — is a symptom of bad ta^ste, and 
a violent fondness for mere cuncetto. 

Grandeur and beauty are so very opposite, that 
yod often diminish tl^e one as you increase^ the 
other. Vapety is most akin to the latter, simpU- 
dty to the former. 

Suppose a large hill varied by art with large 
patches of different-coloured clumps, scars of rock, 
chalk-quarries, villages, or farm-houses ; you will 
have, perhaps, a more bieautiful scene, but mucli 
less graiid than it was before. 

Inmany instances, it is most eligible to compound 
your scene of beauty and grandeur. Suppose a 
magnificent swell arising out of a well-varicgated 
valley; it would be disadvantageous to increase 
its beauty by means destructive to its magnifi- 
cence. 

There may possibly, but there seldom happens to 
be any occai<ion to fill up valleys, with trees or 
otherwise. It is, for the most part, the gardener's 
business to remove trees, or aught that fills up the 
low ground ; and to give, as far as nature allows, 
^ artificial eminence to the high. 
^ The hedge-row apple-trees in Herefordshire af- 
ford a most beautifuPscenery, at the time they are 
in blossom ; but the prospect would be really grander, 
did it consist of simple foliage. For the same, rea- 
son, a large oik (or beech) in autumn, is a grander 
object than the same in spring. ^ The sprightly green 
is then obfuscated. 

Smoothness and easy transitions are no small in- 
gredient in the beautiful ; abrupt and rectangular 
breaks have more of the nature of the sublime. 
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llius a tapering spire is, perhaps, a more beautifii] 
object than a tower, whidi is grander. 

M*auy of the different opinions rdating to thie 
prefierence to be given to seats, villas, &c are ow< 
ing to want of distinction betwixt the beantiful and 
the magnificent. Both the former aiui the lattti 
please; but there are Imaginations particolvly 
adapted to the one, and to the other. 

Mr. Addison thought an open unenclosed chani- 
paign country formed the best landscape. Sone- 
what here is to be considered. Large, nnvariegatedk 
simple objects, have the best pretensiotis^ to- sub- 
limity ; a large mountain, whose sides are unvaried 
with- objects, is grander than one with infinite 
\'^ety : but then its beauty is^proportionably leis. 

However, I think a plain space near the eye giv«i 
it a kind of liberty it loves : and then the picturei 
whether you choose the grand or beautiful, shoild 
be held up at its proper distance. Variety is tht 
principal ingredient in beauty ; and simplicity if 
essential to grandeur. 

Offensive objects, at a proper distance, acquiic 
even a degree of beauty : for instance, stubble £ftll0ir 
ground— 



XXIII. ON POLITICS. 



Perhaps men of the most different sects and par- 
tie8 very frequently think the same, only vary it' 
their phrase and language. At least, if one en^ 
mines their first principles, which very often cdii- 
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cide, it were a point of prudence, as well as can- 
dour, to consider the rest as nothing more. 
'A courtier's dependent is a beggar's dog. 

If national reflections are unjust, because there 
ve good men in all nations, are not national wan 
upon much the same footing ? 

A government is inexcusable for emplojdng foolidi 
ministers ; because they may examine a man's bead, 
kJKMigh they cannot his heart. 

I foncy, the proper means of increasing the lore 
99 besHT our native country, is to reside some tike 
Ui a foreign one. 

The lo?e of popularity seems little else than the 
L9ve of being beloved ; and is only blameable when 
a ^rson aims at the akffectious of a people by meana 
in appearance honest, but in their end pernicioiu 
and destructive. 

Thttre ought, no doubt, to be heroes in society as 
weU as butchers ; and who Icnows but the necessity 
of botchers (inflaming .and stimulating the passions 
with animal food) might at first oecasion the neces- 
dfty of heroes. Butchers, I believe, were prior. 

The whole mystery of a courtly behaviour seems < 
induded in the power of making g^eral ^vonrs ap- 
pear particular ones. 

A man of remarkable genius may aflbrd to pass 
by a piece of wit, if it happen to border on abuse. 
A little genius is obliged to catch at every witticism 
indiscriminately, ^ 

Indolence is a kind of centripetal force. 

U-aeems idle to rail at ambition merely because 
it is a boundless passion ; or rather is not this cir- 
jcavstaoce an argument in its favour ? If one 
would be employed or amused thxoxi^^Yd'&^^^'Q^ 
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we not make choice of a passion that will keep on 
long in play ? 

A sportsman of vlfacity will make choice of thi 
game which will prolong his diversion : a fox, thi 
will support the chace till night, is better game tha 
a rabbit, that will not afford him half an hoards ea 
tertainment— £. 

The submission of Prince Hal to the civil magi 
strate that committed him, was more to his honoi 
than all the conquests of Henry the Fifth in Frana 

The most animated social pleasure, that I ci 
conceive, may be, perhaps, felt by a general after 
successful engagement, or in it : I mean by sac 
commanders as have souls equal to their occnpa 
tion. This, however, seems paradoxical, &id re 
quires some explanation. 

Resistance to the reigning powers is justifiable 
upon a conviction that their government is inoon 
sistent with the good of the subject ; that our inter 
position tends to establish better measures; an 
this without a probability of occasioning evils tha 
may overbalance them. But these consideratSoQ 
must never be separated. 

People are, perhaps, more vicious in towns, be 
cause they have fewer natural objects there to ea 
ploy their attention— or admiration : likewise be 
cause one vicious character tends to encourage ^ 
keep another in countenance. However it be, a 
' eluding accidental circumstances, I believe ik 
largest cities are the most vicious of all others. 

Laws are generally found to be nets of sudi 
texture, as the little creep through, the great brea 
through, and the middle tUte are alone entaAf^ 
in. 
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Though I have no sort of incliuatiou to viodicate 
the late rebellion, yet I am Jed by candour to make 
some distinction between the immorality of its 
abettors, and the illegality of their offience. My 
lord Hardwicfc, in his condemnation speech, re* 
marks, with great propriety, that the laws of all na- 
tions have adjudged rebeUion to be the worst of 
crimes ; and in regard to civil societies, I believe 
there are none but madmen will dispute it. But 
sorely, with regard to consdence, erroneous judg- 
ments and ill-grounded convictions may render it 
some people's duty. Sin does not consist in any 
deviation from received opinion ; it does not depend 
upon the understanding, but the will. Now, if it 
appear that a man's opinion has. happened to mis- 
place his duty ; and this opinion has not been owing 
to any vicious desire of indulging his appetites— in 
short, if his own reason, liahle to err, have l)iased 
his will, rather than his will any way contributed 
to bias and deprave his reason — ^he will, perhaps, 
appear guilty before none, beside an earthly tri- 
honal. 

A person's right to resist, depends upon a con- 
fiction, that the government, is ill* managed; that 
others have more claim to manage it, or will ad- 
minister it better : that he, by his resistance, can 
IntrodlMe a change to its advantage, and this with- 
oat any consequential evils that will bear proportion 
to the sidd advantage. 

Whether this were not in appearance the case of 
Bahoderino, I will not presume to say : how obn- 
eelved, or from what delosion sprung. But as, I 
think, he was reputed an honest man in other t«^ 
•pccts, one may guess his \)ehavVout ''««& "nsC^xst 
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owing to the miarepresentatioDs of his reason, tbsk,^ 
to any depravity, penrerseness, or dUingemt/llf ^^^ 
his wlU. 

If a person ought heartily to stickle for any catttv 
it should be that of moderation. Moderation sbooAf 
be his party. 



XXIV. EGOTISMS. — ^FROM MY OWN SENSATIONS. 

I HATE maritime expressions, similes, and aOa- 
slons : my dislike, I suppose, proceeds from the im- 
naturalness of shipping, and the great share which 
art ever claims in that practice. 

I am thankful that my name is obnoxious to no 
pan. 

May I always have a heart superior, with 
csconomy suitable, to my fortune ! 

Inanimates, toys, utensils, seem to merit a idnd 
of affection from us, when they have been our com- 
panions through tarious vicissitudes. I have often 
viewedLmy watch, standish, snuff-box, vdth this 
kind of tender regard ; allotting them a degree of 
firiendship, which there are some men who do not 
deserve: 

«« Midst many tOOsiem «Bly faithftd fbuni 1* 

» 

I loved Mr. Somerville, because he knew so perr 
fectly what belonged to the flocciinaoci-nihili-pili* 
fication of money. 

It is with me in regard to the earth itself, as it 
is in regard to those that walk upon its surface. I 
^ve to pass by crowds, and to catch distant vkws 
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of the country as I walk along; but I insensibly 
choose to sit where I cannot see two yards before 



I begin too soon in life to slight the world, more 
tban is consistent vdth making a figure in it. The 
'* non est tanti " of Ovid grows upon me so fisst 
that in a few years I shall have no passion. 

I am obliged to the person that speaks me fair to 
my fiure. I am only more obliged to the man who 
speaks well of me in my absence also. Should I be 
asked whether I chose to have a person speak well 
of me when absent or present, I should answer the 
tetter ; for were all men to do so, the former would 
be insignificant. 

I feel, an avarice of social pleasure, which pro^ 
duces only mortification. I never see a town or 
dty in a map, but I figure to myself many agree- 
able persons in it, with whom 1 could wish to be 
acquainted. 

It is a nuserable thbg to be sensible of the value 
of one's time, and yet restrsuned by circumstances 
ftom making a proper use of it : one feels one's 
self somewhat in the situation of Admiral Hosier. 

It is a miserable thing to love where one hates ; 
and yet it is not inconsistent. 

The modern world considers it as a part of po- 
liteness, to drop the mention of kindred in all ad- 
dresses to relations. There is no doubt, that it puts 
our approbation and esteem upon a less partial 
footing. I think, where I value a friend, I would 
DOC suffer my relation to be obliterated even to the 
twentieth generation : it serves to connect us closer. 
Wherever I disesteemed, I would abdicate my tu»u 
consin. 
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Circamlocutory, philosopbical obscenity appears 
to me the most nauseous of all stuff: shall 4 sty H 
takes away the spirit from it, and leaves yon vt^- 
thing bnt a caput mortunm ? or shall I say laiber 
it is a sir— e in an envelope of fine gilt paptfi 
which only raises expectation ? Coold any be al- 
lowed to talk obscenely with a grace, it were doWB- 
right country-fellows, who .use an unaffected laa- 
guage ; but even among these, as they grow dd, it 
partakes again of affectation. 

It is some loss of liberty to resolve on scheoMS 
before-hand. 

There are a sort of people to whom one wobU 
allot good wishes and perform good offices; tart 
they are sometimes those,' with whom one would by 
no means share one's time. 

I would have all men elevated to as great a h^^t, 
as they can discover a lustre to the naked eye. 

I am surely more inclined, of the two, to pretend 
a false disdain, than an unreal esteem. 

Yet why repine ? I have seen mansions on the 
verge of Wales that convert my farm-house into an 
Hampton-court, and where they speak of a g^aid 
window as a great piece of magnificence. All thinfi 
figure by comparison. 

I do not so much want to avoid being cheated, ai 
to afford the expense of being so : the generattt] 
of mankind being seldom in .good humour bil 
whilst they are imposing upon you in some shap 
or other. 

I cannot avoid comparing the ease and freedoM '. 
ei^oy, to the ease of an old shoe ; where a certali 
degree of sbabbiness is joined with the conveni 



ECOTISMB. 103 

Not Hebrew, Arabic, Syriac, Coptic, nor even 
ihe Chiiie8e language, seems half so difficolt to me 
IS the langnage of refusal. 

I actu^ly dreamed tha( somebody told me I mast 
not print my pieces separate; that certain stars 
i¥Ould, if single, be hardly conspicuous, which, 
united in a narrow compass, form a very splendid 
constellation. 

The ways of ballad-singers, and the cries of half- 
penny pamphlets, appeared so extremely humorous, 
from my lodgings in Fleet-street, that . it gave me 
pain to observe them without a companion to par- 
talce. For, alas ! laughter is by no means a soli- 
tary entertainment. 

Had I a fortune of eight or ten thousand pounds 
a year, I would, methinks, make myself a neigh- 
bourhood. I would first build a village, with a 
church, and people it with inhabitants of some 
branch of trade that was suitable to the countiy 
Found : I would then, at proper distancen, erect a 
number of genteel boxes of about a thousand pounds 
a-piece, and amuse myself with giving them : all 
the advantages they could receive from taste. These 
would I people with a select number of well-chosen 
friends, assigning to each annually -the sum of two 
hundred pounds for life. The salary should be 
irrevocable, in order to give them independency; 
the house of a more precarious tenure, that, in 
cases of ingratitude, I might introduce another in- 
habitant. How plausible, however, this may ap- 
pear in speculation, perhaps a very natural and 
Umely novel might be founded upon the inconvenient 
Gonseqaences of it, when put in esecation. . 
I think, I have observed uii\v«T«si2i\^ ^CgaX ^^b* 
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quarrels of friends in tbe latter part of 
■ever tmly reconeiled. ** Mal^ mrta g 
(piicqnam coit, et reaciDditnr ;" a wow 
ftiendship of young persons, as in the barl 
trees, may be so grown ofer, as to leave 
The case is very different in regard to oli 
and old timber. The reason of this mny be 
able from the decline of the social pass 
the prevalence of spleen, raspicion, and 
towards the huter part of life. 

There is nothing, to me, more Irlcsom 
hear weak and servile people repeat, with 
tkm, every silly speech that fiills from a i 
son of niaik and fortune. It is '* crambe I 
Tlie nonsense grows more nanseons thr 
medium of their admiration, and shows th 
of vulgar tempers, which can consider 11 
the goddess of wit. 

What pleasure it is to pay oneTs debts ! ] 
her to have heard l^r T. Lyttleton malce 
observation. It seems to flow from a coi 
of circumstances, each of which is prod 
pleasure. In the first place, it removes 
easiness, which a true spirit feels from dc 
and obligation t it affords pleasure to the 
and therefore gratifies our social affectioi 
MOtes that future confidence, which is so 
teresting to an honest mind : it opens a 
of being readily supplied with what we 
Artare occasions : it leaves a consciousnc 
own virtue i and it is a measure we km 
right, Jboth in point of justice and of sc 
nomy. Finally^ It is a main support of si 
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It is a maxim with me (and I would recommend 
it to others also, upon the score of prudence) when- 
ever I lose a person's friendship, who generally 
commences enemy, to engage a fresh friend in hit 
place : and this may he best effected by bringing 
over some of one's enemies ; by which means one 
U a gainer^ having the same, number of friends at 
least, if not an enemy the less. Such a method of 
proceeding, should, I thinlc, be as regularly ob^ 
served, as the distribution of vacant ribbons, upon 
the death of knights of the garter. 

It has been a maxim with me to admit of an easy 
reconciliation with a person, whose offence pro- 
ceeded from no depravity of heart; but where I 
was convinced it did so, to f<^ego, for my own sake^ 
all opportunities of revenge; to forget the persom^ 
of my enemies as much as I was able, and to call to 
remembrance, in their place, the mt>re pleasing 
idea of my friends. I am convinced that I have 
derived no small share of happiness from this prin- 
ciple« 

I have been formerly so silly as to hope, that 
every servant I had might be made a friend: I am 
now convinced that the nature of servitude generally 
bear^ a contrary tendency. People's characters are to 
be chiefly collected from their education and place 
in life; iHrth itself does but little. Kings in gene- 
ral are born with the same propensities as other 
men ; but yet, it is probable, that from the licence 
and flattery that attends their education, that tb^y 
will be more haughty, more luxurious, and more 
Vnltlected to their passions, than any men beside. 
I question not but there are many attorneys born . 
with open and honest hearts : but I know not one^ 

F 2 
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thai has had the least practice, who ia not i 
trlckishy and disiDgemioiis. 86 it ii the Ml 
•Mvltiide to discard all generona naftiTta o 
^Bce, and to point ont no odier than thoaa i 
(And ones of interest and fear. There aK, 
enr, some exceptions to tUs rutey whiek I 
hy lily own experience. 
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Dress, Uke writing, should never appear tiM 
of too much study and applioat!oii> On tl 
eoant, I hare seen parts of dress. In th«n 
ottremely beautiful, which at the same dilM a 
"^e weal:«r to the character of foppishnesa ai 
ftfctation. 

A man's dress In the former pftrt of life i 
rather tend to set off his person, than to cd 
riches, rank, or dignity : in the latter, the nn 

Extreme elegance in liveries, I mean svoli 
expressed by the more languid colours, is- a 
ther absurd. They ought to be rather gMid; 
genteel ; if for no other reason, yet for tiili 
degance may more strongly distinguish the ag 
tace of the gentleman. 

It is a point out of doubtwith me, that t 
^ies are most properly the jud^s of the men's 
and the men of that of the ladies. 

I thinl[, till thir^, or with some a little I 
l^eople should dress in a way that is most HXk 
pMKlire the \ove of the opposite sex. 



«fliaeiii8 baadsome, which are bf no weaiM caka- 
latcd to show the haman figure to advantage. 

Love eao be founded upon nature only, or the ap- 
pearance of it, for this reason ; however a peruke 
May tend to soCten the human features, it can very 
seldom make amends for the mixture of artifice 
which it discovers. 

A rich dress adds but little to the beauty of a 
person. It may possibly create a deference^ but 
that is rather an enemy to love* : 

•« Non bene conveniunt, nee in unl lede nummtor, 
M^estat et Amor.** ^ Ovid» 

Simplicity can scarce be carried too fiir, provided 
It .be not so singular as to excite a degree of ridi* 
e«k. The same caution may be requisite in regard 
to the value of your dress : though splendour be not 
necessary, you must remove all appearance of po- , 
▼erty, the ladies being rarely enough sagacious to 
acknowledge beauty through the disguise of poveity. 
Indeed, I believe sometimes they mistake grandeur 
(oi dress for beauty of person. 

A person's manner is never easy, whilst he feek 
a consciousness that he is fine. The country fel- 
low, considered in some lights, appears genteel ; but 
H i« not when he is dressed on Sundays, with a 
large nosegay in his bosom : it is when he is reap- 
ing, making hay, or when he is hedging in his 
fmrdcn frock : it is then he acts with ease, and 
thinks himself equal to his appareL ^ 
. When a man has run all lengths himself with re- 
gard fte dress, there is but one means remaining^ 
which can add to his appearance ; and this oooal&tt 
ia havinig reoonne to the vtmoat \|f\aAa&»ia ^\^ 
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own apparel, and at the same time richly garnish 
ing his footman or his horse. Let the servant ap 
pear as fine as ever yon please, the world must al 
ways consider the master as his superior. Aim 
this is that peculiar excellence so much admired ii 
the hest painters as well as poets ; Raphael as wel 
as Virgil ; where somewhat is left to be supplie 
by the spectator's and reader's imagination. 

Melhinks, apparel shonld be rich in the saoi 

proportion as it is gay; it otherwise carries tin 

•appearance of somewhat unsubstantial ; - in otbe 

words, of a greater desire than ability to make ; 

figure. 

\ Persons are oftentimes misled in regard to thei 
choice of dress, by attending to the beauty of co 
lours, rather than selecting such colours as ma; 
increase their own beauty. 

I cannot see why a person should be esteemei 
haughty, on account of his taste for fine dothfi 
any more than one who discbvers a fondness I? 
birds, flowers, moths, or butterflies. Imaginatio 
influences both to seek amusement in glowing c 
lours ; only the former endearours to gire thev 
nearer relation to himself. It appears to me, tl 
a person may love splendour without any degree 
pride ; which is never connected with this taste 
when a person demands homage on account of 
finery he exhibits : then it ceases to be taste, 
commences mere ambition, yet the world is 
enough candid to make this essential distinctio 

The first instance an officer gives you of his 
rage, consists in wearing clothes infinitely svj 
to his hmk. 
Men of quality ne^cT «^^^ Tont^ ^ssf^SE^Vr 
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when their dress is plain : their birth, rank, title, 
and its appendages are at best invidious; and as 
they do not need the assistance of dress, so, by their 
disdaiming the advantage of it, they make their 
saperiority sit more easy. It is otherwise with such 
as depend alone on personal merit ; and it was from 
hence, I presume, that Qain asserted he could not 
afford to go plain. 

There are certain shapes and physiognomies, of 
80 entirely vulgar a cast, that they could scarce 
win respect even in the country, though they were 
embellished with a dress as tawdry as a pulpit- 
cloth. 

A large retinue upon a small income, like a large 
cascade upon a small stream, tends to discover its 
tenuity. 

Why are perfumes so much decryed ? When a 
person, on his approach, diffuses them, does he not 
revive the idea which the ancients ever entertained 
concerning the descent of superior beings, ** veiled 
in a cloud of fragrance ?" 

The lowest people are generally the first to find 
fault with show or equipage ; especially that of a 
person lately emerged • from bis obscurity. They 
never once consider that he is breaking the ice. for 
themselves. 



XXVI. ON WRITING AND BOOKS. 

Fine writing is generally the effect of spontaneous 
thoughts and a laboured st^le« 
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Long sentences in a short composition are like 
Urge rooms in a little house. 

The world may be divided into people that read, 
people that write, people that think, and foz- 
hnnters. 

Instead of whining complaints concerning the 
Imagined cruelty of their mistresses, if poets would 
address the same to their muse, they would act 
more agreeable to nature and to truth. 

Superficial writers, like the' mole, often teicy 
themselyes deep, when they are exceeding near the 
skrfaoe. 

" Sumitc materiam yettrity qui fcribitia, aguaSA 
Vlrlbus- 

Authors often fail by printing their works on a 
demy-royal, that should have appeared on iMillad- 
paper, to make their performance appear laudable. 

There is no word, in the Latin language, that sig* 
nlfies a female friend. " Arnica*' means a mistress^ 
and, perhaps, there is no friendship betwixt-the 
sexes wholly disunited from a degree of lore. 

The chief advantage that ancient writers can 
boast over modem ones, seems owing to simplicity. 
Every noble truth and sentiment was expressed by 
the former in the natural manner; in wivdHUid 
phn^e, simple, i>erspicuou8, and incapable of im- 
provemeut. What then remained for later writers, 
but affectation, witticism, and conceit ? 

One can, now and then, reach an author's head 
when he stoOps ; and, induced by this circumstauce, 
aspire to measure height with him. 

TJje national opinion of a book or treatise is not 
always right: " Bstu\)\.^pe«c»xr ^^\s«s!^" Para- 
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disc Lost'* IS one instance : I mean, the cold re- 
ception it met with at first. 

Perhaps an acqu^ntance with men of genius is 
rlither imputable than satisfactory. It is as unac- 
countable/ as it is certain, that fancy heighten^ 
sensibility, sensibility strengthens passion, and pas- 

- m makes people humourists. 

Yet a person of genius is often expected to show 
more discretion than another man; and this on 
account of that very vivacity, which is his greatest 
impediment. This happens for want of distia- 
gi:dshitig betwixt the ^dful talents and the dry 
mathematical operations of the judgment, each of 
Which indiscriminately gives the denomination of a 
man of genius. 

An actor never gsuned a reputation by acting a 
bad play, nor a musician by playing on a bad in- 
stnittielit* 

Poets seem to have fame, in lieu of most tenipo- 
ral advantages. They are too little formed for bn- 
8ine«$> to be respected ; too often feared or envied, 
to be belovedr 

l\diy ever seemed an instance to me, how tut a 
man, devoid of courage, may be a spirited writer. 

One would rather be a stump of laurel than the 
stump of a church-yard yew tree. 

** Degtze more/era" Vanbrugh seems to have 
.had this of Virgil in his eye, when he introduces Miss 
Hoyden envying the liberty of a greyhound bitch. 

There is a certain flimsiness of poetry, which 
seems expedient in a song. 

- Dido, as well as Desdemona, seems to have been 
a mighty admirer of strange achievements : 
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«* Heu! quibiuilte 
jACtatus fatis ! qiue belU mthaurta eHMbat! 
Si mlhi non/' Jfce. 

This may show that Virgil, Shakspeare, and Shaftei- 
bary, agreed in the same opinion. 

It is often observed of wits, that they will lose 
th^ir best friend for the sake of a joke. Candou 
may discover, that it is their greater degree of the 
love of fame, not the less degree of thdr benevo- 
lence, which is the cause. 

People in high, or in dtstingoished life, ought to 
have a greater circumspection in regard to their 
most trivial actions. For instance, I saw Mr. P&pe 
—And what was he doing when you saw him?— 
Why, to the best of my memory, he was picking his 
nose. 

Even Joe Miller, in his jests, has an eye to poet- 
ical justice ; he generally gives the victory, or tarns 
the laugh, on the side of merit. No small compli- 
ment to mankind I 

To say a person writes a good style, is originally 
as pedantic an expression, as to say he plays a good 
l&ddle. 

Tlie first line of Virgil seems to patter like an 
hail-4!tonn. 

<* Tityre, tu pstulc,** 4te. 

The vanity and extreme self-love of the French 
is DO where more observable than in their authors; 
and, among these, in none .more th^n . Boilean, 
who, besides his rhodomontades, preserves every 
the most insipid reading in his notes, though he 
have removed it from the text for the sake of one 
ever so much better. 
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Th^ writer who 'gives ns tke best idea of what 
may be called the genteel in style and manner of 
writing, u, in my opinion, my lord Shaftesbury^ 
then Mr. Addison and Dr. Swift. 

A i^in narrative of any remarkable fact, em- 
phatically related, has a more striking effect with* 
out the author's comment. 

Long periods and short seem analogous to Gothic 
and modern staircases : the former were of such a 
size as our heads and legs could barely command ; 
the latter such, that they might command batf a 
dozen, 

I think nothing truly poetic, at least no poetry 
wor^h composing, that does not strongly afiect 
one's passions : and this is but slenderly effected by 
rfablea, 

** Inoreduliu odi."— Hor* 

A preface very fluently contains such a piece 
of driticism, as tends to countenance and establish 
the peculiarities of the |nece. 

I hate a style, as I do a garden, that is wholly 
flat and regular; that slides along like an eel, and 
never rises to what one can call an inequality. 

It is obvious to discover that imperfections of one 
kind have a visible tendency to produce perfections 
of another. Mr. Pope's bodily disadvantages must 
indine him to a more laborious cultivation of hia 
talent, without which he foresaw that he must 
have languished in obscurity. The advantages of 
person are a good deal essential to popularity in 
the grafe world as well as the gay. Mr. Pope, by 
an unwearied application to poetry, became not 
only the fovourite of the learned, but also of the 
ladies. 



lU 

Pape, I ihinV, Derer Once mentions Prior, 
Prior ipealcB so hiudsomelf of Pope in hi: 
Ose might Imagine thai the latter, indebu 
mi to the fonner tor inch numberless h 
■honld hare readily repaid this poetical obi 
Tiit can onlf be impated to pride or pai 
ningj in other wbrdi, to some modificBtiOB 
fitfaneu. 

Virgil never menllons Honice, thongh Ii 
to blm tor two very weU-oatnred complimei 

Pope teems to me the most correct writ 
Virgil; the greaiett gening, only alDceDrjd 

No one wax ever more fortanale tbon Mr. 
ajadtrious choice of his poetical snlidects. 

Pope'g talent lay remarkably in what « 
DBtarally enough term the cundenMlion of t1 
I tUnk, no other English poet ever brought i 
•eoM into the tame number of lines, trtl 
smoothness, ease, and poetical beanty. L 
who donbtu of this, peruse hts " Euajr o 
with attention. Perhaps this was a talei 
which he could not easily have iwerved i 
be could not hare sufficiently rarefied his I 
to prodace that flimsiness nhich li reqati 
ballad or lovc'Eong. His " Monster of B 
and his tnuiElalions from Chancer hare aoi 
tendency to invalidate Ibis observat ion. 

I dar»t uot have ceosnted Mr. Pope's wii 
his life-time, you say. Trne. A writer, sni 
with all his fame, engaging with another 
hardly known, is b man in armour attacking 
In his Dighl-)(own and slippen. 

fope's rellKloD Is often found very advai 
to Jiis detcriplive ta:iecU,u USi.-aii^nnb 
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lished with the moBt pompous scenes and ostenta- 
tious imagery : for instance, 

*' When firom the censer clouds (rf^** fro. 

Pope has made the utmost advantage of allitera-' 
tion, regulating it by the pause with the upmost 
success : 

" Die and endow a college or a cat," dec. ho. 

It is an easy kind of beauty : Dryden seems to have 
borrowed it from Spenser. 

Pope has published fewer foiUes than any other 
poet that is equally voluminous. 

It is, no doubt, extremely possible to form an 
English prosody; but, to a good ear, it were almost 
superfluous, aod, to a bad one, useless; this last 
being, I believe, uefer joined with a poetic genius. 
It may be joined with wit, it may be connected with 
sound judgment, but is surely never united with 
taste, which is the life and soul of poetry. 

Rhymes, in elegant poetry, should consist of syl- 
lables that are long in pronunciation : such as *' are, 
ear, ire, ore, your ;" in which a nice ear will find 
more agreeableness than in these, " gnat, net, 
knit, knot, nut." 

There is a vast beauty, to me, in using a word of 
a particular nature in the eighth and ninth syllables 
of an English verse. 1 mean, what is virtually a 
dactyl. For instance, 

" And Tpiket, the tynmts of the watry plains.** 

Let any person of an ear substitute '' liquid" iu- 
stead of watry," and he will find the disadvantage. 
Mr. Pope (who has improve o^ax ^^xiv^s^a^^i^ 
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through a jadicioufi diipotitkHi of the gaxat) seems 
not enoagh aware of thli beaotjr. 

Ai to th/ffieqaent use of alUteration, it has pro- 
iMbly had its day. 

It has ever a'good effect when the stress of the 
thought is laid vpon that word which tlie voice 
most naturally prODoances with an emphasis. 

" I rninfe eC remu teeum nkeditaze*** dec.— <lfor. 

** Qiuun reUent ctfamre in alto 
Ntmc eC paaperl«in« A,e^ '- Firg» 

** O fortuiuti, quomm jam vtcmU,** dtc,F~^PUt» 

" At regina gravi Jamdudttm*" hc—Virg, 

Vfarglly whose very metre appears to affect one pas- 
stoBi, was a master of this secret. 

There are numbers in the world, wlio do not 
want sense, to make a figure, so much as an opinion 
of their own abilities, to put them upon record- 
ing their obserratiohs, and allowing them the same 
importance which they do^ those which others 
priut. 

A good writer cannot, with tlie utmost study, 
produce some thoughts, which will flow from a 
had one with ease and precipitation. The rerevse 
is also true. A bad writer, &c, 

** Great wits have short memories" is a proverb; 
and, as such, has undoubtedly some foundation in 
nature. The case seems to be, that men of genius 
forget things of common concern, unimportant facts< 
and circumstances, which make no slight impres- 
don in eyery-day minds. But sure it will be found 
thatoUl wit depends on memory ; i. e. on the recol- 
l6cCioB of passa^^, either to illustrate or contrast 
With any present «ccaa\ofu WSa v^^^imUI^ tbft fiUe- 
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of a common understanding to forget the very things 
which the man of wit remembers : bnt an oblivlMI 
of t)iose things which almost CTery one remembecs 
renders his case the more remarkable, and this ex- 
plains the mystery. 

Prudes allow no quarter to such ladies as have 
fsllen a sacrifice to the gentle passions ; either be^ 
cause themselyes, being borne away by the malig- 
nant ones, perhaps never fdt the other so powerful 
as to occasion them any difflcolty; or because no 
one has tempted them to transgress that way them- 
selves. It is the same case with some critics, with 
regard to the errors of ingenious writers. 

It seems with wit and good-nature, '' Utrmn 
horum mavis accipe." Taste and good-nature are 
universally tonnected. 

Voiture's compliments to ladies are honest on ac- 
count of their excess. 

Poetry and consumptions are the most flattering' 
of diseases. 

Every person insensibly fixes upon some degree 
of refinement in his discourse, some mefsure of 
thought which he thinks worth exhibiting. It is 
wise to fix this pretty high, although it oecasioniei 
one to talk the less. 

Some men use no other means to acquire respect, 
than by insisting on it; and it sometimes answers 
their purpose, as it does a highwayman's in regard 
to money. 

There is nothing exerts Ji genius so much as wri- 
ting plays ; the reason is, that the writer puts him- 
«df in the place of every person that speaks. 
. Perfect c^racters in a poem make but little bet- 
ter Hgmt than regular httlii ^^es^n^co^Ax 
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uniform rocks, and level sheets of \vAter, in the 
tbrmatloo of a landscape. The reason is, they are 
not natural, and moreover want variety. 

Trifles discover a character more than actioDS of 
importance. In regard to the former, a person is 
off his guard, and thinlcs it not material to use dis- 
guise. It is, to me, no imperfect hint towards the 
discovery of a man's character, to say he looks as 
though you might he certain of finding a pin upon 
his sleeve. 

A grammarian speaks of first and second person : 
a poet of Celia and Corydon : a mathematician of 
A and B : a lawyer of Nokcs and Styles. The teiy 
quintessence of pedantry ! 

Shakspeare makes his very bomhast answer his 
purpose, by the persons he chooses to utter it 
' A poet, till he arrives at thirty, can see no other 
good than a poetical reputation : abot^t that sra, 
he begins to discover some other. 

Tlie plan of Spenser's Faerie Queene appears to 
me very imperfect : his imagination, though very 
extensive, yet somewhat less so, perhaps, than is 
generally allowed, if one considers the focility of 
realizing and equipping forth the virtues and vices. 
His metre has some advantages, though, in many 
respects, exceptionable : hlv good-nature is viribte 
through every part of Ids poem : his conjunction of 
the pagan and Christian scheme (as he introduces 
the deities of both acting simultaneously) wholly 
inexcusable : much art and judgment are disco- 
vered in parts, and but little in the whole. One 
may entertain some doubt, whether the perusal 
of his monstrous descriptions be not as pr^a- 
^Icial to true taatA, aa \\ \a ^AcraeAwiuKn^ «i the 



ON WRITING AND BOOKS. 119 

extent of iinagiiiatioD, Spenser, to be sure, expands 
the last ; but then he expands* it beyond its dae 
limits. After all, there are many feiyourite pas-> 
sages in his Faerie Queene, which will be instances 
of a great and cultivated genius misapplied. 

A poet, that fails in writing, becomes often a 
morose critic. The weak and insipid white wine 
makes at length excellent vinegar. 

People of fortune, perhaps, covet the acqn^nt* 
ance of established writers ; not so much upon ac- 
count of the social pleasure, as the credit of it : the 
former would induce them to choose persons of less 
capacities, and tempers more conformable* 

Language is to the understanding what a gentedl 
motion is to the body; a very great advantage. 
But a person may be superior to another in under- 
standing, that has not an equal dignity of expres- 
sion; and a man may boast a handsomer fignvBy 
that is inferior to another in regard to motion^ 

The words '' no more" have a singular pathos, 
reminding us at once of past pleasure, and the fo* 
ture exclusion of it. 

Every single observation that is published by a 
man of genius, be it ever so trivial, should^ be 
esteemed of importance, because he speaks from 
his Own impressions ; whereas common men pub- 
lish common things, which they have, perhaps, 
gleaned from frivolous writers. 

It is providential that our affection diminishes in 
proportion as our friend's power increases. Affec- 
tion is of less importance whenever a person can 
support himself. It is on this account that younger 
brothers are often beloved more than their elders i 
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and that Benjamin is the favonrite. We inay tn 
the same law throughout the animal creation. 

The time of Ufp when fancy predominately 
fonth; the season when judgment decides best, 
age. Poets, therefore, are always, in reqiect 
thdr disposition, younger than other persons ; 
circamstance that gives the latter part of their Bi 
some inconsistency. The cool phlegmatic tribe d 
oofer it in the former. 

One sometimes meets with instances of gnM 
abruption in writers ; but I wonder it Is not «i 
more frequently, as it has a prodigious eflfeet ip 
the reader. For instance, (after Fal8taff*s dia 
pointment in serring Shallow at court), 

" Matter ShaUow« I owe you a thousand pounds." 

When Pandulph commanded Philip of Franoe 
proceed no farther against England, but to shetl 
the sword he had drawn at the Pope's own iM 
gation. 

" Now it had already oost Philip eighty thousand pM 
in preparations.'* 

After the detail of king John's abject BaboM 
to the pope's legate: 

« Now John was hated and despised beftm.* 

But, perhaps, the strongest of all may be tal 
from the Scripture, (conclusion of a chapter in 
John), 

" Now BarabiM was a robber.** 

A poet hurts himself by writing pitMBC} uait 
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horse hurts his motions by condescending to draw 
in a team. 

Tlie fluperior politeness of the French is in no- 
ihUkfs more discernible than iu the phrases used by 
tkem and us to express an affair being in agitation. 
Tlie .former says, '* surla tapis j" the latter *' upon 
the anviL" Does it not show also the sincerity 
and serioos face with which we enter upon busi- 
neWy and the negligent and jaunty air with whidl 
they perform even the most important ? 

There are two' qualities adherent to- the most in- 
genious authors ; I do not mean without exception s 
a decent pride that will admit of no servility, and 
a slieepish bashfulness that keeps their worth con- 
cealed : the " superbia quaesita mentis," and the 
« mains pudor," of Horace. The one will not 
suffer them to make advances to the great; the 
otlier disguises that merit for which the great would 
seek ovt them. Add to these the frequent indo- 
knoe of speculative tempers. 

A poetical genius seems the most elegant of 
youthful accomplishments; but it is entirely a 
yonthfbl one. Flights of fancy, gaiety of behaviour, 
sprightiiness of dress, and a blooming aspect, con- 
spire very amicably to their mutual embellishment; 
Iwt the poetic talent has no more to do with age, 
tlum it would avail his grace of Canterbury to have 
a knack at country dances, or a genius for a 
catch. 

The most obsequious Muses, like the fondest and- 
mqst willing courtezans, seldom leave us any rea- 
son to boast much of their favours. 

If yon write an original piece, you wonder no one 

Q 
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e\'er thought of the best of subjects before yoi; if 
a translation, of the best of authors. 

The ancient poets neem to yalue themselves great- 
ly upon their power of perpetuating the fame of their 
contemporaries. Indeed, the circumstance that has 
fixed their language, has been the only means of 
verifying some of their T^n-glorious prophecies: 
otherwise, the historians appear more equid to the 
task .of conferring immortality. An history will 
live, though written ever so Indifferently ; and is 
generally less suspected, than the rhetoric of the 
Muses. 

I wonder authors do not discover how much 
more elegant it is to fix their name to the end of 
thdr preface, or any introductory address, than to 
the title-page. Is is, perhaps, for the sake of an 
F.R.S. or an LL.D. at the end of it. 

It should seem, the many lies discernible in books 
of travels, may be owing to accounts collected from 
improper people. Were oneto give a character of 
the English, from what the vulgar act and believe, 
it would convey * a strange idea of the English un- 
derstanding. 

Might not the poem on the Seasons have been 
rendered more " ubi," by giving out the derign of 
nature in the beginning of winter, and afterwards 
considering all the varieties of seasons as means 
aiming at one end ? 

Critics must excuse me, if I compare them to 
certain animals called asses, who, by gnawing rines, 
originally taught the great advantage of pmnhig 
them. 

* Missionaries clip a -tail to every Indian nation that dli* 
IflEei them. 
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Every good poet includes a critic; the reverse 
will not hold. 

We want a word to express the *' Hospes/' or 
** Hospita," of the ancients; among them, perhaps, 
the most respectable of all charactei's, yet with us 
translatei) " Host," which we apply also to an lun. 
keeper. Neither have we any word to express 
*' Arnica," as if we thought a woman always was 
somewhat more or less than a friend. 

I kno¥£ not where any Latin author uses " Igno- 
tos,** otherwise than as '' obscure persons," a.s 
the modem phrase implies, '' whom nobody knows.*' 
Yet it is used differently on Mrs. L * * «'& monu- 
ment. 

The philosopher who considered the world as 
one vast animal, could esteem himself no other 
than a louse upon the back of it. 

Orators and stage coachmen, when the one wants 
arguments and the other a coat of arms, adorn their 
cause and their coaches with rhetoric and flower- 
pots. 

' It is idle to be much assiduous in the perusal of 
inferior poetiy : Homer, Virgil, and Horace, give 
the true taste in composition, and a person's own 
imagination should be able to supply the rest. 

In the same manner, it is superfluous to pursue 
inferior degrees of fame : one truly splendid ac- 
tion, or one well-finished composition, includes 
more than all the results from more trivial per- 
formances. I mean this for persons who make 
fame their only motive. 

Very few sentiments are proper to be put in a 
person's mouth, during the first attack of grief. 
Every thing disgusts, but mere ^alm^\k.vv\\ ^Soft. 
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Scriptural writers describe their heroes n^ng 
some soch phrase as this : ** Alas ! my brafii 
'* O, Absalom, my son ! my soo !" &c. TIm 
maitatioD of Saul over Jooathao is more dif 
but at the same time eutirely simple* 
ADgliug is literally described by Martial: 

«« — tremulll piacem deduone icCi.*' 

From ** Ictum foedns" seems to come the En 
phrase and custom of striking a bargain. 

I lilie Grid's Amoars better than his E|^ 
there seems a greater variety of natural thoQi 
whereaSy when one has read the subject of oi 
his epistles, one foresees what it will produce 
writer of his imagination. 

Hie plan of his Epistles are, for the most 
well designed^^The answers of Sabinus, nothi 

Necessity may be the mother of lucradve ii 
tion, but is the death of poetical. 

If a person suspects his phrase to be some 
too familiar and abject, it were proper he si 
accustom himself to compose in blank verse \ 
let him be much upon his guard against an 
Pistol's phraseology. 

Providence seems altogether impartial in the 
pensation which bestows riches upon one a 
contempt of riches upon another. 

Respect is the general end for which rii 
power, place, title, and fame, are implicitly 
sired. When one is possessed of the end thi^ 
anyone of these means, is it not wholly unph{ 
phical to covet the remainder ? 

Lord Shaftesbury, in the genteel manageme 
iome fiimiliar Vdea»> seems to have no equal. 
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discovers an.eioignment from vulgar phrases much 
becoming a person of quality. His Sketches Should 
be studied like those of Raphael. His Inquiry is 
one of the shortest and clearest systems of mo- 
rality. 

The question is, whether you distinguish me, be- 
cause you have better sense than other people, or 
whether you seem to have better sense than other 
pec^le, because you distinguish me. 

One feels the same kind of disgust in reading 
Roman history, which one does in novels, or even 
epic poetry. We too easily foresee to whom the 
victory, will fall. The hero, .the knight-errant^ 
and the Roman, are too seldom overcome. 

The elegance and dignity of the Romans is In 
nothing more conspicuous than in their answen 
to ambassadors. 

There is an important omission in most of our 
grammar-schools, through which, what we read, 
dther of fabulous or real history, leaves either 
fiEunt or confused impressions : I mean the neglect 
of old geographical maps. Were maps of andetit^ 
Greece, Sicily, Italy, &c. in use there, the know- 
ledge we there acquire would not want to be re- 
newed afterwards, as is now generally the case. 

A person of a pedantic turn will spend five years 
in translating, and contending for the beauties of, 
a worse poem than he might write in five weeks 
himself. There seem to be authors who wish to 
sacrifice their whole character of genius to that of 
learning. 

Boileau has endeavoured to prove, in one of his 
admirable* satires, that man has no manner ^xC 
pretence to prefer his fiicoltiea \)tloc^ \>as»fc ^^ ^^ 
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brute creation. Oldham has translated him ; m) 
lord Rochester has imitated him ; and even Mi 
Pope declares^ 

" That, reason raise o*er instinct how you can. 
In this 'tis God direcU; in that 'tis man." 

Indeed, the Essay on Map^bonnds with iUns 
trations of this maxim ; and it is amazing to fiiM 
how many plausible reasons may be urged to sup 
port it. It seems evident that our itch of reason 
ing, and spirit of curiosity, precludes more happi 
ness than it can possibly advance. What numbei 
of diseases are entirely artificial things, far fipof 
the ability of a brute to contrive ! We disrelish an 
deny ourselves cheap and natural gratification 
through speculative presciences and doubts aboc 
the future. We cannot discover the designs of on 
Creator : we should learn then of brutes to.be eas 
under our ignorance, and happy in those objed 
that seem intended, obviously, for our happiness 
not overlook the flowers of the garden, and foo 
ishly perplex ourselves with the intricacies of Xl 
labyrinth. 

I wish but two editions.of all books whatsoerei 
one of the simple text, published by a society • 
able hands ; another with the various readings ai 
remarks of the ablest commentators. 

To endeavour, all one's days, to fortify our mim 
with learning and philosophy, is to spend so mm 
in armour that one has nothing left to defend. 

If one would think with philosophers, one nra 
converse but little with the vulgar : these, by the 
very number, wWii^Dice ^ ^rson into a fondness fi 
appearance, a \oye oi mow^-^ » ^ ^^so^ ^\ ^h« 
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and other plebeian passions : objects which they ad- 
mire, because they have no share in, and have not 
learning to supply the place of experience. 

Livy, the most elegant and principal of the Ro- 
man historiam), was, perhaps, as superstitious as 
the most unlearned plebeian. We see, he never is 
destitute of appearances, accurately described and 
solemnly asserted, to support particular events by 
the interposition of exploded deities. The puerile 
attention to chicken-feeding in a morning — an4 
then a piece of gravity : *' Parva sunt haec, sed 
panra ista non contemnenda ; msyores nostri man-' 
mam hanc rem fecerunt.^' 

It appears from the Roman historians-, that the 
Romans had a particular veneration for the fortu- 
nate : their epithet " Felix** seems ever to imply 
a favourite of the gods. I am mistaken, or modem 
Rome has generally acted in an opposite manner : 
numbers amongst them have been canonized upon 
the single merit of misfortunes. 

How diflferent appears ancient and modern dia- 
logue, on account of superficial subjects upon 
which we now generally converse ! add to this, the 
ceremonial of modern times, and the number of 
titles with which some kings clog and encumber 
conversation. 

The celebrated boldness of an Eastern metaphor 
is, I believe, sometimes allowed it for the incon- 
siderable similitude it be^s to its subject. 

The style of letters, perhaps, should not rise 
higher than the style of refined conversation. 

Love verses, written without real passion, are 
often the most nauseous of all conceits: those 
written .from the heart wVW. dvex \ktv(i% \j^ \fiQCb^ 



• 
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that delightful season of yonth^ and poetry, aod 
lofe. 

Virgfl gkes one such eacessire pleasure in his 
writings, beyond any other writer, by uniting the 
most perfect harmony of metre with the moit 
pleasing ideas or imageaj 

«< Qtuaem vijrgiiieo demeitum pc^oe flozem ;* 

And 

" Argentmn Pariusre lapiif * ' 

With a thousand better instances. 

Nothing tends so much to produce drunkenness, 
or even madness, as the frequent use of parenthesis 
In conversation. 

Few greater images of impatience, than a general 
leeing his brave army over-matphed and cut "to 
pieces, and looking out continually to see his tXty 
approach with forces to his assistance. See Shak* 
spear. 

•' When my dear Percy, when my heart's dear Harry, 
Cast many a northward look to see his father 
Bring up his powers— but he did look in ▼ain.'* 
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Similes, drawn from odd circumstances and effects 
strangely accidental, bear a near relation to false 
wit. The best instance of the kind is that cele- 
brated line.<)f Waller : 

f He grasped at lo^e, and fiSS^\i2tt\aaMbL ^\2bL\«?|«." 
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Virgil discovers less wit, and more taste, than 
any writer iu the world — Some instances : 

** ^-^ longumque bibebat amorem.** 

Wha£ Lucretius says of the *^ edita doctrins sa- 
pientQm templa" — *' the temples of philosophers," 
—appears in no sense more s^plicable than to a 
snug and easy chariot : 

" Dispicere unde queas alios, passimque videre 
Errare, atque viam palantes qusrere vitae.'* 

1. e. from whence yon may look down upon foot- 
passengers, see them wandering on each side you, 
and pick thdr way through the dirt : 



" seriously 



From Lesumini^s towering height to gase around. 
And see plebeiAB sfnrits range below." 

There is a sort of masonry in poetry, >vherein 
the pause represents the joints of building, which 
ought in every line and course ^ to have their dispo- 
isition varied. 

The difference betwixt a witty writer and a wri- 
ter oftaste is chiefly this : the former is negligent 
what ideas he intixKluces, so he joins' them surpri- 
singly ; the latter is principally careful what images 
he introduces, and studies simplicity rather than 
surprise in his manner of introduction. 

It may, in some measure, account for th^ difference 
of taste in the reading of books, to consider the dif- 
ference of our ears for music : one is not pleased 
without a perfect melody of style, be the sense what 
it will ; another, of no ear for music, gives to sense 
its full weight, without any deduction on account of 
harshness. 
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Harmony of period and melody of style have 
greater weight than is generally imagined in the 
judgment we pass upon writing and writers. As a 
proof of this, let ns reflect, what texts of Scripture, 
irfaat Unes in poetry, or what periods we most re- 
member and quote, dther in rerse or prose, and we 
•hall find them to be only mnsical ones. 

I wonder the andent mythology never shows 
Apollo enamoured of VeniiSy considering the re- 
markable deference that wit has paid to beanty in 
all ages. The Orientals act more consonantly) 
when they suppose the nightingale enamoured of 
the rose ; the most harmonioms bird, of the fiurest 
and most delightful flower. 

Hope is a flatterer, but the most upright of all 
parasites ; for she frequents the poor man's hut, as 
well as the palace of his superior. 

What is termed humour in prose, I conceive, 
would be considered as burlesque in poetrf: of 
which instances may be given. 

Perhaps, burlesque may be divided into such as 
turns chiefly upon the thoi^t, and such as depends 
more upon the expression : or we may add a thtrd 
kind, consisting in thoughts ridiculously dressed in 
language much above or below their dignity. 

The Splendid Shilling of Mr. Philips, and the 
Hudibras of Butler, are the most obvious instances. 
Butler, however, depended much upon the ludicrous 
effBCt of his double rhymes : in other respects, to 
dedare my own sentiments, he is rather a witty 
writer than a humourous one. 

Scenes below verse, merely versified, lay daim to 
a degree of humour. 

Swift, in poeirY* dsaerKA ^ ^lace somewlieie be- 
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twixt Butler and Horace : he has the wit of the 

m 

former, and the graceful negligence which we fi|it4 
in the latter's epistles and satires. I beliere few 
people discover less humour in Don Quixote than 
myself : for beside the general sameness of adven- 
ture, whereby it is easy to foresee what he will do 
on most occasions, it is not so easy to raise a laugh 
from the wild achievements of a madman : the na- 
tural passion, in that case, is pity, with some small 
portion of mirth at most, Sancho's character is 
indeed comic ; and, were it removed from the ro-. 
mance, would discover how little there was of hu- 
mour in the character of Don Quixote. 

It is a fine stroke of Cervantes, when Sancfao, 
sick of his government, makes no answer to his 
comforters, but aims directly at his shoes and 
stockings. 
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TfiE arguments agsdnst pride drawn so frequently 
]^ our clergy from the general infirmity, dream- 
stances, and catastrophe of our nature, ^re ex- 
tremely trifling and insignificant. Man is not proud 
as a species, but as an individual ; not, as con^pa- 
rlng himself with other beings, but with his fellidw- 
creatures. 

I have often thought that -people draw many of 
their ideas of agreeableness, in regard to propor- 
tion, colour, &c. from their own persons. ' 

It is happy enough that the same vices which im- 
pair one's fortune, frequently ruin our constitution, 
that the oqe may not Burvive thfi QV.\i«x* 
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Deference often shruiks and withers as much 
npoD the approach of intimacy^ as the sensitive 
plant does upon the toach of one's finger. 

The word Folly is, perhaps, the prettiest vrord in 
the language. Amusement and Diversion are good 
well meaning words; hut Pastime is what never 
should he used hut in a had sense : it is vile to say 
such a thing is agreeable, hecause it helps to pass 
the time away. 

Dancing in the rough is one of the most natural 
expressions of joy, and coincides with jumping. 
When it is regulated, it is merely, ** cum ratiope 



insauire." 



A plain, downright, open hearted fellow's con- 
versation is as insipid, says sir Plume, as a play 
without a plot ; it does not afford one the amuse- 
ment of thinking. 

The fortunate have many parasites : Hope is iht 
only one that vouchsafes attendance upon the 
wretched and the beggar. 

A man of genius mistaking his talent loses the 
advantage of being distinguished ; a fool of being 
undistinguished. 

Jealousy is the fear or apprehension of supe- 
riority ; envy our uneasiness under it. 

What some people term freedom is nothing else 
than a liberty of saying and doing disagreeable 
things. It is but carrying the notion a little higher, 
and it would require us to breahand have a head 
broken reciprocally without offence. 

I cannot see why people are ashamed to acknow- 
ledgie their passion for popularity. The love of po- 
pui/irity is the love of being beloved. 
The ridicule with \»\\V:Yi ^owi^ v^^<& ^^ct tc^ 
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inmph over their superiors, is as though the 
toon under an eclipse should pretend to laugh at 
le sun. 

Zealous men are ever displaying to you the 
rength of their belief, while judicious men arc 
sowing you the grounds of it. 

I consider your very testy and quarrelsome people 
I the same light as I do a loaded gun, which may 
y accident go off and kill one. 

I am afraid humility to genius is as an extinguisher 
) a candle. 

Many persons, when exalted, assume an insolent 
umility, who behaved before with an insolent 
aughtiness. 

Men are sometimes accused of pride, merely be- 
aiQse their accusers would be proud themselves if 
tiey were in their places. 

Men of fiue parts, they say, are often proud ; I 
uswer, dull people are seldom so, and both act 
pon an appearance of reason. 

It was observed of a most accomplished lady, that 
16 was withal so very modest, that one sometimes 
lought she neglected the praises of her wit, be- 
iQse she could depend on those of her beauty ; at 
ther times, that she slighted^ those of her beauty, 
Qowing she might rely on those of her wit. 

The only difference betwixt wine and ale seems 
I be that of chemic and galenic medicines. 

It is the reduplication or accumulation of compile 
lents, that gives them their agreeableness : I mean 
hen, seeming to wander from the subject, you re - 
tm to it again with greater force. As a conuuon- 
istance : '' I wish it was capable of a precise de- 
onstration how much I e&lcem^\oN^^^3BAL'^^sasfi»=^ 
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yoo, beyond all the rich, the gay, the great of this 
snblnmury sphere : ^but I believe that both divines 
and laymen will agree that the sublimest and most 
valnable tmths are oftentimes least ca|>able of de- 
monstration." 

It is a noble piece of policy that is used in some 
arbitrary governments (bnt suitable to none other) 
to iiistil it into the minds of the people that their 
great duke knoweth all things. 

In a heavy oppressive atmosphere, when the sf^rits 
sink too low, the best cordial is to read over all the 
letters of one's friends. 

Pride and modesty are sometimes found to onite 
together in the same character ; and the mixture is 
as salntary as that of wine and water. The worst 
combination I know is that of avarice and pride ; 
as the former naturally obstructs the good that 
pride eventually produces : what I mean is, ex- 
pense. 

A great many tunes, by a variety of drcnmrota^ 
tory flourishes, put one in mind of a lark's descent 
to the ground. 

People frequently use this expression, " I am 
inclined to think so and so ;" not considering that 
they are then speaking the most literal of all 
truths. 

The first part of a newspaper which an til-natnred 
man examines, is, the list of bankrupts, and the 
bills of mortality. 

The chief thing which induces men of sense to 

use airs ' of superiority, is the contemplation of 

coxcombs; that is, conceited fools; who would 

otherwise run away with the men of sense's privi- 

legeu. 
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Tn be entirely engrossed by antiquity, and as it 

ire eaten up with rust, is a bad compliment to the 

esent ajre. 

Ask to borrow sixpence of tlie Muses, and they 

11 you at present they are out of cash, but hcre- 

ter they will furnish you with five thousand 

finds. 

The argument against restraining our passions, 

icause we shall not always have it in our power to 

atify them, is much stronger for their restr^nt, 

ah it is for their indulgence. 

Few men, that would cause respect and distance 

erely, can say any thing by whic|i their end will 

I so eflfectually answered as by silence. 

There is nothing more universally commended 

an a fine day ; the reason is, that people can 

»mmend it without envy. 

One may,^ modestly enough, calculate one's ap- 

arance for respect upon the road, where respect 

id convenience so remarkably coincide. 

Although a man cannot procure himself a title at 

easure, he may vary the appellation he goes by, 

nsiderably ; as, from Tom, to Mr. Thomas^ to 

r. Musgrove, to Thomas Musgrove, esquire ; and 

is by a behanour of reserve, or familiarity.' 

For a man of genius to condescend in conversa- 

m with vulgar people, gives the sensation that a 

U man feels on being forced to stoop in a low 

•om. 

There is nothing more universally prevalent than 

ittery. Persons, who discover the flatterer, do 

)t -always disapprove him, because he imagines 

em considerable enough to deserve his applica- 

>D8. It is a tacit sort of compliment^ tbal K<i. 
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esteems them to be such as it is worth his while to 
flatter : 

** And when I tell him he hates flattery. 
He says he does, t>eing then most flattered.** 

Shakapeetr, 

A person has i^metimes more public than private 
^erit. Honorio aud his family wore monming for 
their ancestor ; but that of all the world was inter- 
nal and sincere. 

Your plain domestic people, who talk of their 
humility and home-felt satisfactions, will, in the 
same breath, discover how much they envy a shining 
character. How is this consistent ? 

** You are prejudiced," says Pedanticns ; " I 
will not take your word, or your character of that 
man." — But the grounds of my prejudice are the 
source ef my accusation. 

A proud man's intimates are generally more at- 
tached to him, than the man of merit and hn- 
mility can pretend his to be. The reason is, the 
former pays a greater compUment in his .conde- 
scension. 

The situation of a king, is so far from being 
miserable, as pedants term it, that, if a person 
have magnanimity, it is the happiest I know ; as 
he has assuredly the most opportunities of distin-^ 
guishing merit, and conferring obligations. 

" Contemtse dominus splendidior rei.** 

A man,' a gentlemp, evidently appears more 

considerable by seeming to despise his fortune, than 

a citizen and mechanic by his endeavours to mag- 
nify it. 
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What man of sense, for thel)eDefit of coal-minesy 
ould be plagned with colliers' conversation ? 
Modesty makes large amends for the pain it gives 
le persons who laboar under it, by tHe prejudice 
affords every worthy person in their favour. 
Third thoughts often coincide with the first, and 
V generally the best grounded. We first relish . 
iture and the country ; then artificial amusements 
id the<<;ity; then become impatient to retire to 
te country again. 

While we labour to subdue our passions, we 
lOnld take care not to extinguish them. Subduing 
IT passions, is disengaging ourselves from the 
orld ; to which, however, whilst we reside in it, 
e must always beai* relation ; and we may detach 
irselves to such a degree, as to pass an useless and 
sipid life, which we were not meant to do. Our 
dstence here is at least one part of a system. 
A man has generally the good or ill qualities 
hich he attributes to mankind. 
Anger and the thirst of revenge are a kind of 
rer ; fighting, and law-suits, bleeding ; at least, 
I eracnation. The latter occasions a dissiipation of 
ooey; the former of those fiery spirits which 
use a preternatural fermentation. 
Were a man of pleasure to arrive at the full 
tent of his several wishes, he must immediately 
d himself miserable. It is one species of despair 
have no room to hope for any aiddition to one's 
ippiness. His following wish must then be to 
ish he had some fresh object for his wishes : a - 
roDg argument that our minds and bodies were 
(th meant to be for ever active. 
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behaviour, to force him to admire and esteem his 
enemy, and yet irritate his animosity, by declining 
a reconciliation : as sir John Falstaff might say, 
" turning even quarrels to commodity." 

It is possible, by means of glue, to connect two 
pieces of wood together ; by a powerful cement, to 
join marble ; by the mediation of a priest, to unite 
a man and woman ; but of all associations, the moB( 
effectual is betwixt an idiot and a knave : they be- 
come in a manner incorporate ; the former seems 
so franied to admire and idolize the latter, that the 
latter may seize and devour him as his proper prey. 

llie same degree of penetration that shows -you 
another iu the wrong, shows him also, in respect 
to that instance, your inferior : hence the obser- 
vation, and the real fact, that people of clear heads 
are what the world calls opinionated. 

There is none can baffle men of sense, but fools, 
on whom they can make no impression. 

The regard one shows economy, is like that we 
show an old aunt, who Is to leave us something at . 
li^t. Our behaviour, on this account, is as much 
constrained as that 

" Of one well studied in a sad ostent 
To please his grannam." Sha/apear. " 

Fashion is a great restraint upon your persons of 
taste and fancy ; who would^otherwise, in the most 
trifling instances, be able to distinguish themselves 
from the vulgar. 

A writer, who pretends to polish the human nn- 
derstanding, may beg by the side of Butter's chariot, 
who sells a powder for the teeth. 

The difference there is betwixt Ivowsw ^s>.W!«^ 
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nesty, seems to be chiefly the motive : the ; 
honest man does that from doty, which the m 
hoooiir does for the sake of character. 

The proverb ought to run, " a fool and lus y 
are soon parted ; a man of genius and his mo 

A man of wit, genius, learning, is apt to tU 
something hard, that men of no wit, no gei^t 
learning, should have a greater share of wealtl 
honours ; not considering that their own ac 
plishmeift ought to be reckoned to them as 
equivident. It is no reason that a person y 
fife thousand pounds, should, on that acconnt| 
a daim to twenty. 

A wife ought, in reality, to love her husband i 
all the world ; but this preference, I think, sh 
in point of puliteuess, be concealed : the reaat 
that it is disgnsting to see an amiable womaa 
nopoUzed ; and it is easy, by proper managei 
to wave (all I conteod for) the appearance. 

There are some wounds giren to reputation, 
are like the wounds of an envenomed arrow, ¥ 
we irritate and enlarge the orifice, while we esji 
the bearded weapon ; yet cannot the cure be 
pleted otherwise. 

Amongst all the vain-glorious professors ol 
mility, you find none that will not discover 
much they envy a shining character : and 
either by censuring it themselves, or showing 
tis^Bction in such as do. Now, there is this ai 
tage at least arising from ambition, that it dis| 
one to disregard a thousand instances of mid 
grandeur, and reduces one's emulation to the 
row circle of a few that blaze. It is hence a 
venient disposition \u a coM\itri ^VdCft^^Vst^ c 
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encompassed with sticb as are merely richer, keep 
fine horses, a table, footmen ; make a decent figure 
as rural esquires; yet, after all, discorer no more 
than an every-day plebeian character. These a 
person of little ambition might envy ; but another, 
Df a more extensive one, may, in any kind of cir- 
cumstances, disregard. 

It is with some men as with some horses ;' what > 
IS esteemed spirit in them, proceeds from fear. 
Tliis was, undoubtedly, the source of that seeming 
spirit discovered by TuUy, in regard to his anta- 
gonist M. Antony : he knew he must destroy him, 
or be destroyed himself. 

The same qualities, joined with 'virtue, often 
furnish out a great man, which, united with a dif- 
ficKUt principle, furnish out a highwayman ; I mean 
courage and strong passions : and they may both 
join in the same expression, though with a meanitrg 
somewhat varied-— 

*« _tentanda via est, qui me quoqne possum 
ToUere humo." 

i. e. *' Be promoted or be hanged." 

True lionour is to honesty, what the court of 
chancery is to common law. 

Misers, as death approaches, are heaping up a 
chest of reasons, to stand in more awe of hini. - 

A man sooner finds out his own foibles in a 
stranger, than any other foibles. 

It is favourable enough oh the side of -learning, 
that if an historian mentions a good author, it does 
not seem absurd to style him a great man ; wherein 
the same phrase would not be allowed to a men 
illiterate nobleman* 
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It is less wonderful to see a wretched man cam- 
mence a hero, than a happy one. 

A high spirit has often very different and even 
contrary effects : it sometimes operates no other- 
wise than lilce the " vis inertis ;" at others, it io- 
daces men to hustle, and make their fMut good 
amon^ their superiors ; as Mr. Pope says, 

** Some plunge in business, others shave their crowns." 

It is hy no means less forcible, when it withdraws 
a man from the company of those with whom he 
cannot converse on equal terms : it leads him into 
solitude, that, if he cannot appear their equal, he 
may, at least, conceal his inferiority : it is suUen, 
obstinate, disdainful, haughty, in no less a degree 
than the other ; but is, perhaps, more genteel, and 
less citizen-like: sometimes, the other succeeds, 
and then it is esteemed preferable ; but in case it 
fail, it not only exposes a person's meanness, but 
his impatience under it, both of which the reserved 
spirit is able to disguise — ^but then, it stands no 
chance of removing. " Pudor malus ulcera celat." 
Every single instance of a friend's insincerity 
increases our dependence on the efficacy of mo- 
ney; it makes one covet what produces an ex- 
temal respect, when one is disappointed of that 
which is internal and sincere. Tliis, perhaps,, 
with decaying passions, contributes to render age 
covetous. 

When physicians write of diseases, the prognos- 
tics and the diagnostics, the symptoms and the pa- 
roxysms, they give one fotal apprehensions for every 
nche about us. When they come to treat of medi- 
^nes aud appUcaX\Qin&, "jo^ %^^tii \a h&ye no other 



OF MEN AND MANNBftS. 143 

difficulty but to decide by which means you would 
recover : iu short, to give the preference between a 
linctus and an apozem. 

One 9hould no more trust to the skill of most 
apothecaries, than one would ask the opinion of 
their pestle and mortar ; yet both are useful in their 
way. 

I believe, there was never so reserved a solitary, 
but felt some degree of pleasure at the first glimpse 
of a human figure : the soul, however unconscious 
of its social bias in a crowd, will, in solitude, feel 
some attraction towards the first person that we 
meet. 

In courts, the motion of the body is easy, and 
those of the soul constrained ; in the country, the 
gestures of the body are constrained, and those of 
the soul supine and careless. . 

One may easily enough guard against ambition 
till five and twenty : it is not ambition's day. 

It should seem that indolence itself would incline 
a person to be honest, as it requires infinitely 
greater pains and contrivance to be a knave. 

Perhaps rustics, boors, and esquires, make a 
principal figure in the country, as inanimates are 
always allowed to be the chief figures in a land- 
scape. 

Titles make a greater distinction than is almost 
tolerable to a British spirit : they almost vary the 
species ; yet, as they are oftentimes conferred, seem 
not se much the 1*eward, as the substitutes of 
in^rlt. 

What numbers live to the age of fifty or «lzty 
years ! yet, if estimated by their merit, are not 
worth the price «f a chick the mgmcii^ \X S& YoiuiSfiM^. 
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A liar begins with making falsehood appear 1 
truUi, and ends with making truth itself qpp 
like falsehood. 

Fools are very often found united in the strid 
Intimacies, as the lighter kinds of -woods are 
most closely glned together. 

Persons of great delicacy should know the c 
tainty'of the following truth : There are abundu 
of cases which occasion suspense, in which, mi 
ever they determine, they will repent of their 
termination ; and this, through a propensity 
human nature, to fancy happiness in those scha 
which it does not pursue. 

High spirit in man, is like a sword, wldi 
though worn to annoy his enemies, yet is el 
troublesome in a less degree to his friends : be ( 
hardly wear it so inoffensively, but it is apt to ' 
commode one or other of the company : it is bm 
properly a loaded pist<d, which accident alone n 
fire, and kill one. 

A miser, if honest,can be only honest barewrig 

Avarice is the most opposite of all characters 
that of God Almighty, whose alone it is, to g 
and not receive. 

A miser grows rich by seeming poor ; an i 
travagant man grows poor by seeming rich. 

A grasshopper is, perhaps, the best device 1 
coat-armour of those who would be thought abo 
glnes, agreeable to the Athenian use^f thenu 

Immoderate assurance is perfect licentiousnest 

When a person is so far engaged in a dispute, 
to wish to get the victory, he ought e^-er to desf 
The idea of conquest will so dazzle him, that it 
hardly possible he should discern the truth. 
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I have sometimes thought the mind so calculated^ 
that A small d^ee of force may impel it to a cer- 
tain pitch of pleasure or of pain, heyond which it 
will not pass, hy any impetus whatsoever. 

I douht whether it be not true, that we hate 
those faalts most in others, which we are guilty of 
oarselves. 

A man of thorough sense, scarce admires*eTen 
any one ; but he must be an idiot, that is the ad- 
mirer of a fool. 

It may be prudent to give up the more trivial 
parts of character for the amusement of the in- 
vidious; as a man willingly relinquishes his silver, 
to save his gold from a highwayman. Better be 
ridiculed for an untoward perulce, than be attaclted 
on 'the score of morals ; as one would be rather 
palled by the hair, than stabbed to the heart. 

Virtue seems to be nothing more than a moti6n 
consonant to the system of things : were a planet 
to fly from its orbit, it would represent a vicious 



It is difficult not to be angry at beings we know 
incapable of acting otherwise than they do : one 
ought no more, if one reflects, to be angry at the 
stupidity of a man, than of a horse, except it be 
vincible and voluntary; and yet the practice is 
otherwise. 

People say, ** Do not regard what he says, now 
he is in tiquor." Perhaps, it is the only time he 
ought to be regarded : *' 4p^"^ pnecordia Liber.*' 

Patience is the panacea ; but where does it grow, 
or who can swallow it ? 

Wits uniformly exdium against fools, yet fools 
are their proper foil ; and it is from them alone 

H 
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they can learn what figure themtfelves make. Theii 
behariour naturally falls in with the generality, 
and furnishes a better mirror than that of artfol 
people, who are sure enough to deceive yon, eithei 
on the favourable or the ill-natured side. 

We say, he is a man of sense, who acknowledge! 
the same truths that we do ; that he is a man ol 
taste, who allows the same beauties. We oonsidei 
him as a person of better sense and finer taste, wbp 
discerns more truths and more beauties, in con- 
junction with ourselves ; but we allow neither ap- 
pellation to the man who differs from iis. 

We deal out our genuine esteem to our equals j 
our affection for those beneath us ; and a reluctant 
sort of respect to those that are above us. 

Glory relaxes often, and debilitates the mind: 
censure stimnlates and contracts — ^bqth to an ex- 
treme : simple fame is, perhaps, the proper me- 
dium. 

Persons of new families, do well to make msg* 
nificent funerals, sumptuous weddings, remarkabli 
entertainments ; to exhibit a number of servanti 
in rich and ostentatious liveries ; and to take ever] 
public occasion of imprinting on the mob an ha- 
bitual notion of their superiority ; for so is defer 
euce obtained from that quarter : 

" Stupet in titulis et imaginibtu." 

One scarce sees how it is possible for a conntrj 
girl, or a country fellow, to preserve their chastity 
they have neither the philosophical pleasure o: 
books, nor the luxurious pleasure of a table, noi 
the refined amusement of building, planting, cUaw- 
ing, or designing, to 4ivert their imagination fiiNB 
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an object to which they seem continually to stimu- 
late it by provocative illusions : ddd to this, the 
health and vigour that are almost peculiar to them. 

I am afriud,- there are many ladies, who only ex- 
change the pleasures of Incontinence for the plea- 
^sare they derive from censure : at least, it is no 
injustice to conclude so, where a person is extrava- 
gantly censorious. 

Persons of judgment and understanding may be 
divided into two sorts : those whose judgment is so 
extensive as to comprehend « great deal ; ensten* 
ces, systems, universals : but, as there are )^ome 
eyes so constituted as to take in distant objects, 
yet be excelled by others in regard to objects mi- 
nute or near, so there are other understandings 
better calculated, for the examination of particular 
objects. 

The mind is, at first, an open field, without par- 
titions or enclosures : to make it turn to most ac- 
count, it is very proper to divide and enclose ; in 
other words, to sort our observations. 

Some men are called sagacious, merely on ac* 
count of their avarice ; whereas, a child can clench 
its fist the moment it is born. 

It i» a point of prudence, when you conyene 
with yow inferior, to consider yourself as conver- 
sing with his inferior, with whom, no doubt, ht 
may have the same connection that you have with 
him ; and to be upon your guard accordingly. 

How ^deplorable, then, is a person's condition, 
when his mind can only be supported by flattery, 
and his constitution but by cordials ! when the re- 
lief of his present compldnt undermines its own 
€i&cacy» yet increases the occasion for which it is 
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used! Short is then the duration of oar tran- 
qnilUty or of oor lives. 

A man is not esteemed ill-natured for any ex- 
cess of social affection, or an indiscreet profosiou 
of his fortune upon his neigh1>onrs, companions, 
or friends ; although the troe measure of his afiec* 
tions is as much impaired by this, as hy selfishness. 

If any one's curse can effect damnation, it is not 
that of the pope, but that of the poor. 

People of the finest and most lively genius hare 
the greatest sensibility, of consequence the most 
lively passions ; the violence of which puts tbar 
conduct upon a footing with that of fools. FooU 
discern the weaknesses which they have in common 
with themselves, but are not sensible of their ex- 
cdlences, to which they have no pretenuons.: of 
course, they are always inclined to dispute the su- 
periority. 

Wit is the refractory pupil of judgment. 

Virtue should be considered as a part of taste 
(and, perhaps, it is so more in. this age than in 
any preceding one] and should as mucb avoid deceit 
or sinister meanings in discourse, as they would do 
puns, bad language, or false grammar. 

Think, when you are enraged at any one, what 
would probably become your sentiments, should be 
die during the dispute. 

llie man of a towering ambition or a well-regu- 
lated taste, has fewer objects to envy or to covet 
than the grovellers. 

Refined sense to a person that is to converse 
alone with boors, is a manifest inconvenience : as 
Falstaff says (with some little variation), 

" Company, wittj «om9«K<It\Aa\MesLtbA ruin of OMb* 
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If enviotis people were uiiiversally to ask them- 
Hves, whether they would exchange their entire 
tnations with the persons envied (I mean their 
dnds, passions, notions, as well as their persons, 
irtnnes, dignities, &c. &c.) I wiU presume, the 
^If-love common to human nature would make 
lem all prefer their own condition : 

" Quid statu ? ludint—atqui licet esse beatis." 

If this rule were applied, as it surely ought 
> be, it bids fair to prove, an universal core for 
iiTy : 

" Quanto quisque sibi plura negaTerit> 
A Diis plura feret." — SelMenial. 

^ person, elevated one degree above the popu- 
ice, assumes more airs of superiority than one 
bat is raised ten. The reason is somewhat ob- 
ious : his superiority is more contestable. 
The character of a decent, well-behaved gentle- 
lan-like man, seems more easily attainable by a 
erson of no great parts or passions, than by one pf 
reater genius and more volatility. It is there no 
lismanagement for the former to be chiefly am- 
itious of it. When a man's capacity does not en- 
ble hiill to entertain or animate the company, it is 
be best he can do to render himself inoffensive, 
nd to keep his teeth clean : but the person who 
as talents for discourse, and a passionate desire to 
nliven conversation, ought to have many impro* 
rieties excused, which in the other were nnpar- 
onable. A lady of good nature would forgive the 
Innder of a country esquire, who, through zeal to 
erve her with a glass of claret, %\LO\)^dLVU«^^\^ 
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span in her Brnssels apron : on the contrary, the 
fop (who may, in some sense, use the words of 
Horace: 

«* Quod Tenun atque deeens cuid ct rogo, et omnit 
in hocfum") 

wonld be entitled to no pardon for sach nnaccoam- 
able nusoonducl. 

Man, in general, may be considered as* a me- 
chanic, and the formation of happiness as his 
business or employment ; yirtne, his repository or 
collection of instruments ; the goods of fortune as 
his materials : in proportion as workmen, the in- 
struments, and the materials excel, the worlc will 
be executed in the greater perfection. 

The silly censorious are the very " fel natuns/' 
*' the most bitter of all bitter things ;" from the 
hyssop that grows upon the wall, to. the satirist 
that pisses against it. 

I haye Icnown a sensible man of opinion, that one 
should not be Holicitous about a wife's understand- 
ing : a woman's sense was, with him, a phrase to 
estpress a degree of knowledge, which was likely to 
contribute mighty little to a husband's happiness. 
I cannot be of his opinion : I am convinced,' that as 
judgment is the portion of our sex, so fancy and 
imagination are more eminently the lot of theirs : 
if so, after honesty of heart, what is there we should 
so much require ? A wife's beauty will soon de- 
cay ; it is doubtful, whether in reality first, or in 
our own opinion : either of these is enough to pall 
the raptures of enjoyment. We are, then, to seek 
for something that will retain its novelty ; or, what 
is equivalent, will change its shape when her per- 



OF MEN AUD MANNESS. 151^ 

son palls bj its identity. Fancy and genius bid 
fairest for this, which have as many shapes at 
there can happen occasions to exert them. Ckiod 
nature, I always suppose : the former- will be ex- 
pedient to exhilarate and divert us ; the latter to 
preserve our minds in a temper to be diverted. 

I have known some attomies of repulable tamu 
^e&, and whose original dispositions seemed to hamt 
been open and humane : yet, can I scarce recollect 
one, in whom the gentleman, the Christie, and 
even the man, was not swallowed up in the lawyer : 
they are not only the greatest tyrants, but the 
greatest pedants of allimankind. 

Reconciliation is the tenderest part either of 
friendship or of love ; the latter more especially, ' 
in which the soul is more remarkably softened. 
Were a person to make use of art in procuring the 
affisction of his mistress, it were, perhaps, his most 
effectual method to contrive a slight estrangement, 
and then, as it were, imperceptibly, bring on a re- 
conciliation. The soul here discovers a kind of 
elasticity; and, being forced back^ returns with. an 
additional violence. 

Virtue may be considered as the only means of 
dispensing happiness, in proper portions, to every 
moment of our time. 

To judge whether one has sufficient pleasure to 
render the continuation of life agi*eeable, it is not 
enough to say. Would you die ? Take away, first, 
the hope of better scenes in this life, the fears of 
worse in another, and the bodily pain of dying. 

The fear of death seems as natural as the sensa- 
tion of lust or of hunger: the first and last, for the 
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preservation of the indiiadual; tbe other, for the 
coutinaatiou of the species. 

It seems obvious, that God, who Created the 
world, intends the happiness and perfection of the 
system he created. To effect the^ happiness of tbe 
whole, self-love, in its degree, is as requisite as 
social ; fori am, mysel?, a part of that whole, as 
well as another. The difficulty of ascertuning what 
Is virtue, lies in proportioning the degrees of self- 
love and social. " Proximus sum egomet mihi."— 
"Tunica pallio propior." — ** Charity begins at 
home." It is so : it ought to be so ; nor is there 
any inconvenience arises to the public, because it is 
general. Were this away, the individual must soon 
perish, and consequently tlie whole body. A man 
has, -every moment, occasion to exert his Self-love, 
for the sake of self-preservation ; consequently, this 
ought to be stronger, in order to keep him upon 
his guard. A sentinel's attention should be greater 
than that of a soldier on a review. 

The social, though alike constant, is not equally 
intense, because the selfish, being universal, ren- 
ders the social less essentisd to the well-being of 
one's neighbour : in short, the self-love and the 
Social ought to bear such proportion as we find 
they generally do. If the selfish passion of the rest 
preponderate, it would be self-destructive, in a few 
individuals, to be over-socially disposed. If the 
social one prevails generally, to be of remarkable 
selfishness, must obstruct the good of society. 

Many feel a superfluous uneasiness for want of 
due attention to tbe following truth : 

We are oftentimes in suspense betwixt the choice 
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of different pursuits : we choose one, at last, doubt- 
iiigly, and with an unconqaered hankering after 
the other. We find the scheme which we have 
chosen answer onr expectations but indifferently ; 
flUMt worldly projects will : we, therefore, repent 
of onr choice, and immediately fancy happiness in 
the paths which we decline, and this heightens our 
uneasiness : we might, at least, escape the aggra* 
▼ation of it. It is not improbable, we had been 
more unhappy, bat extremely probable, we had not- 
been less so, had we made a different decision: 
this, however, relates to schemes that are neither 
-firtnons nor vicious. 

** Happy dogs," says a certain splenetic, " our 
footmen and the populace !" " Farewell," saysEsop, 
in Vanbmgh, '^whoth I both envy and despise I" 
The servant meets with hundreds whose conver- 
tttion can amuse him, for one that is the leasu 
qualified to be a companion for his master. 

** A person cannot eat his cake and have it," is, 

as lord Shaftesbury observes, a proper answer to 

numy splenetic people. But what imports it to be 

hi the possession of a cake that you do not eat ? 

** If, then, the cake be made to be eaten,'* say^ 

lady L • * *> *' better eat it when you are most 

mngry." Poor woman ! she seem» to have acted 

J this maxim, but yet could not avoid crying for 

)» cake she had eaten. 

You should calculate your appearance for the 

ace where you reside: one would rather be a 

ry knight in the country, than his honour Mr. 

dua-one. 

rhe most consummate sdfishness would incline 

h2 
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a person, at his death, to dispose of 
agreeably to duty, that he may secore 
in the world to which he is going. 

A justice and his clerk is now littte 
a blind man and his dog : the profound 
of the former, together with the canine 
and rapacity of the latter, will but rare 
wanting to vindicate the comparison. ' 
pal part of the similitude will appear 
every one ; I mean, that the justice i 
dependent on his clerk for -superior i 
implicit guidance, as the blifid fellow 
that leads him in a string. Add to tbi 
offer of a crust will seduce the conducto 
to drag their masters into a kennel. 

To remark the different figure made 1 
persons,, under the same circumstances < 
Two friends of mine, upon a journey, h; 
trived as to reduce their finances to a 
pence each : the one, with the genteel 
air of abundance, gave his to a black* 
who wished his honour a thousand bles 
other, having lodged a fortnight with a 
that was his patron, offered his to the bv 
instance of his gratitude, who vrith diffi 
bore to curse him to his face. 

A glass or two of wine extraorctinary, < 
a valetudinarian to that warmth of soda] 
which had naturally been Ids lot in a bett 
health. 

Deference is the most complicate, th 
direct, and the most elegant of all compU 

Be cautious not to consider a penNn 
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snperior, merely because he is your superior in the' 
point of assurance : this has often depressed the 
spirit of a person of desert and diffidence. 

A proper assurance and competent fortune are 
essential to liberty. . 

Taste is pursued at a less expense than fashion. 

Our time in towns seems short to pass, and long 
to reflect' upon ; in the country, the reverse. ' < 
. Deference, before company, is the genteeiest kind 
of flattery. The flattery of epistles afiects one less, 
as they cannot be shown without an appearance of 
▼anity. Flattery of the verbal kind is gross. In 
short, applause is of too coarse a nature to be swal- 
lowed in the gross, though the extract or tincture 
be' ever so agreeable. 

When a person, for a splendid servitude, fore- 
goes an humble independency, it may be called an 
advancement, if you please : but, it appears to me, 
an advancement from the pit to the gallery. li- 
berty is a n^ore Invigorating cordial than Tokay. 

Though punctilios are trifling, they may be as 
important as the friendship of some persons that 
regard them : indeed, it is almost an universal prac- 
tice U> rail at punctilio ; and it seems, in some 
measure, a consequence of our attachment to 
French fashions. However, it is extremely ob- 
vious, that punctilio never caused half the quarrels, 
that have risen from the freedom of behaviour, 
which is its opposite extreme. Were all men ra- 
tional and civilized, the use of ceremony would be 
superfluous : but, as the case is, it at least fixes 
some bounds to the encroachments of eccentric 
people, who, under the denomination of freedom, 
might demand the privilege of breaking your head. 
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There seem near as many people that want pai 
siou, as want feason. 

The world would be more happy, if persons gai 
np more time to an intercourse of friendship ; In 
money engrosses all our deference ; and we scari 
enjoy a social hour, because we think it m^tui 
stolen from the main business of onr lives. 

The state of man is not unlike that of a ft 
hooked by an angler. Death allows us a litt 
line: we flounce, and sport, and vary onr situatioi 
but when we would extend our ischemes, we dl 
cover our confinement, checked and limited by 
superior hand, who drags us from our dema 
whensoever he pleases. 

The vulgar trace your faults ; those you have 1 
common with themselves : but they hnve no id< 
of your excellences, to which they have no pr 
tendons. 

A person is something, taller by holding up h 
head'. 

A man of sense can 'be adequately esteemed 1 
none other than a man of sense ; a fool by boi 
but a fool : we ought to act upon this principle. 

How melancholy is it to travel, late and fatigue 
upon any ambitious project, on a winter's nigh 
and observe the lights of cottages, where all tl 
unambitious people are warm and happy, or at rf 
in their beds : " Some of them,** says W • • 
** as wretched -«s princes, for aught we know 
the contrary!" 

It is generally a principle of indolence tl 
* makes one so disgusted with an artful charahc 
we hate the confinement of standing sentinels^ 
onr own defence. 
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Tabehafe with complaisance, where one foresees 
one miist needs quarrel, is like eating before a 
vomit. 

Some persons may, with justice, boast that they 
knew as much as others when they were but ten 
years old; and that their present knowledge com- 
prehends after the manner that a larger tmnk con- 
tains the smaller ones it encloses. 

It is possible to discover in some faces the fea^ 
tnres nature intended, had she not been somehow 
thwarted in her operations. Is it not easy to re- 
mark the same distortion in some minds ? There 
is a phrase pretty frequent amongst the vulgar, and 
wltich they apply to absolute fools — that they have 
had a rock too much in their cradles. With me 
it is a most expressive idiom to describe a dislo* 
eated understanding; an understanding, for in- 
stance, which, like a watch, discovers a multitude 
of such parts, as appear obviously intended to belong 
to a system of the greatest perfection ; yet which, 
by some unlucky jumble, fails infinitely short of it. 

Is it not the wound our pride sustains by being 
. deceived, that makes us more averse to hypocrites, 
than to the most audacious and barefaced villain ? 
Yet it seems as much a piece of justice to commend 
a man for talking more honestly than he acts, as it 
h to blame a man for acting more dishonestly than 
he talks. The sum of the whole, however, is, that 
the one adds to other crimes by his deceit, and the 
other by his impudence. 

A fool can neither eat, nor drink, nor stand, nor 
walk, nor, in short, laugh, nor cry, nor take snuff, 
like « roan of sense. How obvious the distinction ! 
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Independency may be found in comparativy 
well as absolnte abundance : I mean, where a 
son contracts his desires witMn the limits d 
fortane. 

There are very few persons who do not lose si 
thing of their esteem for yon, upon your appn 
to familiarity. 

The silly excuse, that is often .drawn from i 
of dme to correspond, become^ no one beside a 
bier, with ten or a dozen children dependent < 
tatching end. 

One, perhaps, ought to make funerals as ss 
tnous as possible, or as private ; either by obsci 
to elude, or by splendour to employ, the attent 
that it may not be engaged by the most shoe 
circumstance of our humanity. 

It happens, a little unluckily, that the per 
who have the most intimate contempt of m 
are the same that have the strongest appetite 
the pleasures it procures. 

We are apt to look for those virtues in the 
racters of noblemen, that are but rarely to be ft 
any where, except in the preambles to their pati 
Some shining exceptions may be made to this i 
in general we may consider their appearance < 
Bs in public, as one does our wearing app 
*' Which lord do you wear to-day ?" " Why 1 
think to wear my lord • • • • ; but, as there 
be little company in the Mall, I will e*eu coc 
myself to wear the same noble peer I wore 
terday." 

The worst inconvenience of a small fortnn< 
that it will not admit of inadvertency. Inad< 
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ency, however, ought to be placed at the head of 
most men's yearly accounts, and a sum as regularly 
allotted to it as to any other article. 

It is with our judgments as with our eyes : some 
can see objects at a greater distance more distinctly, 
at the same time less distinctly than others the ob- 
jects that are near them. . 

Notwithstanding the airs men give themselves, 
I believe no one sees family to more advantage than 
the persons that have no share in it. 

How important is the eye to the appearance of - 
a human face ; the chief index of temper, under- 
standing, health, and love! What prodigious in- 
fluence must the same misfortunes have on some 
persons beyond others ! as the loss of an eye to a 
mere insolent beauty, without the least philosophy 
to support herself ! 

The person least reserved in his censure of an- 
other's excess in equipage, is commonly the person 
who would exhibit the same if it had been within 
bis power ; the source of both being a disregard to 
decorum. Likewise, he that violently arraigns, or 
fondly indulges it, agree in considering it a little 
too seriously. 

Amid the most mercenary ages, it is but a se- 
condary sort of {vlmiration that is bestowed upon . 
magnificence. 

An order of beauties, as of knights, with a style 
• appropriated to them (as for instance. To the right 
beautiful lady Such-a-one) would have as good a * 
foundation as any other class, but would, at the 
same time, be the most invidious of any order that 
was ever instituted. 
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The first maxim a child is taught is, that 
«< Leuning U battw thMi hooM and Indi'* 

bat how little la its influeooe as he grows up to ma- 
turity ! 

There is somewhat very astonishiug iu the record 
of our most celebrated victories : I mean, the small 
uumber of the conquerors IdUed in proportion to the 
conquered. At Agincourt, it is said, were tea 
thousand, and fourteen thousand massacred. Uvy's 
accounts of this sort are so astonishing, that one is 
apt to dislielieve the historian : all the explanaticii 
use can find is, that the gross slaughter is made 
when one side takes to flight. 

A person that is disposed to throw oH all reserve 
before an inferior, should reflect, that^he has also 
his inferiors, to whom he may be equally commu- 
nicative. ^ 

It is impossible for a man of sense to guard against 
the mortification that may be given him by fools, 
or heteroclite characters, because he caunot fore- 
see them. A wit-would cannot aflbrd to discard a 
frivolous conceit, though it tends to affront you : 
an old maid, a country put, or a college pedant, 
.will ignorantly or wilfolly Uunder upon audi hints 
as must discompose yon. 

A man that is solicitous about his health, or ap- 
prehensive of some acute disorder, should write a 
Journal of his constitution, for the better instroc- 
tion of his physician. 

• Ghosts have no more connection with darkness 
than the mystery of a barber with that of a sv- 
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geoD ; yet we find they go together : perhaps Nox 
and Chaos were their mythological parents. 

He makes a lady but a p<5br recompense, who 
marries her, because he has kept her company long 
after his affection is estranged. I>oe8 he not rather 
increase the injury ? 

. Second thoughts oftdtatimes are the very^ worst of 
all thoughts : first and third very often coincide. 
Indeed, second thoughts are too frequently formed 
by the love of novelty, of showing penetration, of 
distinguishiog ourselves* from the mob, and have 
consequently less of simplicity and more of affec- 
tation : this, however, i*egard8 principally objects 
of taste and fancy. Third thoughts, at least, are 
here very proper mediators. 
- *' Set a beggar on horse-back, and he^U ride," i^ 
a common proverb, and a real truth. The '' novua 
homo'* is an '* ioexpertus homo,*' and consequently 
must purchase finery, before he knows the empti- 
ness of it experimentally. The established gentle- 
man disregards it, through habit and familiarity. 

The foppery of love-verses, when a person is ill 
and indisposed, is perfect ipecacuanha. 

Antiquity of family, and distinctions of gentry, 
have, perhaps, less weight in this age, than they 
had ever heretofore ; the bent dexter or sinister ; 
the chief, the canton, or the cheveron, are greatly 
oat of date. The heralds are, at length, discovered 
to have no legal authority. Spain, indeed, fonti- 
nnes to preserve the distinction, and is poor. 
France (by their dispute about trading nobility) 
seems inclined to shake it off. Who now looks 
' with veneration on the antediluvian pedigree of a 
Welshman ? Property^ either is, or is sure to pur* 
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it uot be allowed to produce the same effects in 
writing ? 

The affected phrases I hate most, are those on 
which yonr half-wits found their reputadon : such 
as *' pretty trifler, fair plaintiff, lovely architect/' 
&c. 

Doctor Young has a surprising knack of bringing 
thoughts from a distance, from thdr lurking piaoeSy 
in a moment's time. 

There is nothing so disagreeable in works of Ini- 
mour, as an insipid, unsupported vivacity, the very 
husks of drollery, bottled small beer, a man out- 
riding hisx horse, lewdness and impotence, a fiery 
actor in a phlegmatic scene, an illiterate and stupid 
preacher "discoursing upon Urim and Thummim^ 
and beating the pulpit cushion in such a manner, as 
though he would make the dust and the truth liy 
out of it ^t once. 

An editor, or a translator, collects the merits of 
different writers ; and, forming all into a wreatb, 
bestows it on his author's tomb. The thunder of 
Demostlienes, the weight of Tully, the judgment of 
Tacitus, the elegance of Livy, the sublimity of Ho- 
mer, the majesty of VirgU, the wit of Ovid, the 
propriety of Horace, the accuracy of Terence, the 
brevity of Phsdrus, and the poignancy of Juvenal 
(with every name of note he can possibly recall to 
mind), are given to some ancient scribbler, in 
whom affectation and the love of novelty disposes 
him to find out beauties. 

Humour and Vanbrugh against wit and Con- 
greve. 

The vacant skull of a pedant generally furnishes 
out a throne and temple for vanity, , 
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May not the custoin of acraping when we bow, 
be derired from the andent custom of throwing 
their shoes backwards off their feet ? 

** A bird ia the air shall carry the tale, and that 
which liath wings shall tell the matter/' Such is 
also the present phrase, " A little^bird told it me," 
saysnnrse. 

The preference which some give to Virgil before 
Homer n often owing to complexion. Some are 
niore formed to enjoy the grand, aqd others the 
beantifol; but as for invention and sublimity, the 
most shining qualities of imagination, there is surely 
no comparison between them ; yet I ei^oy Virgil 
more. 

Agreeable ideas rise, in proportion as they are 
drawn from inanimates, from vegetables, from ani- 
mals, and from human creatures. 

One reason why the sound is sometimes an echo 
to the sense, is that the pleasantest objects have 
often the most harmonious names annexed to them. 

A man of a merely argumentative cast will read 
poetry as prose ; will only regard the quantum it 
contains of solid reasoning, just as a clown attacks 
a dessert, considering it as so much victuals, and 
regardless of those lively or emblematical decora- 
tions, which the cook, for many sleepless nights, 
has ebdeavoured to bestow upon it. 
- Notwithstanding all that Rousseau has advanced 
so very ingeniously upon plays and players, their 
profession is, like that of a painter, one of the imi- 
tative arts, whose means are pleasure, and whose 
end is virtue : they both alike, for a subsistence, 
submit themselves to public opinion ; and the dis- 
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honour that has attended the last prof^ion^ seems 
not easily accountable. 

As there are^ evidently words in English poetry 
that have all the force of a dactyle, and, if properly 
inserted, have no small beanty on that account, it 
seems absurd to contract, or print them otherwise 
than at length. 

'< The loote wall tottering o^er the trembling shade." 

Ogilvy't Day qf Judgment, 

** Trembling" has also the force of a dactyle in a 
less clegree, but cannot be written otherwise. 

I have sometimes thought Virgil so remarkably 
musical, that were his lines read to a musician, 
wholly ignorant of the language, by a person of 
capacity' to give each word its proper accent, he 
would not fail to distinguish in it ail the graces of 
harmony. 

I think, I can observe a peculiar beauty In the 
addition of a short syllable at the end of a blank 
verse: I mean, however, in blank dialogue. In 
other poetry it is as sure to flatten, which may he 
discerned in Prior's translation of Callimachus, viz. 
— " the holy victim — Dict8ean,hear'stthou — ^Birth^ 
great Rhea — inferior reptile," &c. for the trans- 
lation abounds with them, and is rendered by that 
means prosidc. 

The case is only, prose being an imitation of 
common life, the nature of an ode requires that 
it should be lifted some degrees higher. But 
in dialogue, the language ought ne>'er to leave 
nature the least out of sight, and especially where 
pity is to be produced ; it appears to receive an 
advantage from the melancholy flow this syllable 
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occasions. Let me prodace a ftvi ii 
from Otwa/H tragedy of the Unhappy Mj 
andy in order to form a judgment, let tlu 
gnbstitute a word of equal import, but of a 
less, in the place of the instances I prodoc 
Instances are numberless, where they £m 
and give an ease to dialogue.) 

" Sure my ill fate's upon me.** 

" Why was I not laid in my peaceful grave, 
yfiih my poor patents, and at rest as they are 

** I nerer see you now— you have bem kinder." 

" Why was I made with all my sex*s softness. 
Yet want the cimning to conceal its follies? 
ni see Castalio— tax him with his fUsehood." 

" Should you dbaige rough, 
I should but weep, and answer you with soMi 

" When thou art from me, every place is desert 

" Surely Paradise is round me. 
And every sense is AUl of thy perfection. 
To hear thee speak might calm a madman*! fi 
'Till, by attention, he forgot his sorrows.** 

" Till good men wish.him dead— or I oflbnd hi| 

« And hang upon you like a drowning creatan 

" Cropt this fiur rose, and rifled all its sweetnei 

" Give me Chamont, and let the world forsaki 

" I've drank a healing draught 

For all my cares, and never more shall wron( 

When I'm laid low in the cold grave forgotte; 

May you be happy in a fairer bride. 

But none can ever love you, like Monimia.*" 
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versal) ; and, with this, may give, at once, an har* 
monious flow, a natural ease, an energy, tenderneM, 
and variety to the language. 

A man of dry sound judgment attends to the truth 
of the proposition ; — a man of ear and sensibility 
to the music of the vei-sification : a man of a well 
regulated taste finds the former more deeply Im- 
printed on him by the jndicious management of 
the latter. 

It seems to me, that what are called notes at the 
bottom of pages, as well as parenthesis in writing^ 
might be generally avoided, without injuring the 
thread of a discourse. It is true, it might require 
some address to interweave them gracefully into 
the text ; but how much more agreeable would be 
the effect, than to interrupt the reader by such 
frequent avocations!' How much more graceful to 
play a tune upon one set of keys, with varied stops, 
than to seek the same variety by an awkward motion 
from one hei to another ! 

It bears a little hard upon our candour, that '' to 
take to pieces," in our language, signifies the same 
as " to expose ;" and *' to expose," has a signifi- 
cation, which good-nature can as little allow, as 
can the laws of etymology. 

The ordinary letters from friend to friend seem 
capable of receiving a better turn, than mere com- 
pliment, frivolous intelligence, or professions of 
friendship continually repeated. The established 
maum, to correspond with ease, has almost excluded 
every useful subject : but may not excess of negli- 
gence iUscover affectation, as well as its oppaiite 
extreme ? There are many degrees of intermediate 
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solidity betwixt a Westphalia bam and a whip syl- 
Ubob. 

I am astonished to remarl^ the defect of ear, 
which some tolerable harmonious poets discover in 
their Alexandrines. It seems wonderfiil that an 
error so obvious, and so very disgnstful to a nice ear, 
should occur so frequently as the following : 

** What seraph e*er oould preadi 
So dioioe a lecture as his wondrous virtue's lore ?" 

The pianse being after the sixth syllable, it is pl;UD 
the f^le emphasis of pronunciation is thrown apo& 
the particle at. It seems most amazing to n^e^ that 
this should be so common a blunder. 

'* Simplex munditiis" has been esteemed uni- 
versally to be a phrase at once very expressive, and 
of very difficult interpretation ; at least, not very 
capable to be explained without circumlocudon. 
What objection can we make to that single word 
'' elegant," which excludes the glare and multipli- 
city of ornaments on one sidcy as much as it does 
dirt and rusticity on the other ? 

The French use the word '^ naive" in such a 
sense as to be explained by no English word, unless 
we will submit to restrain ourselves in the appli- 
cation of the word ''- sentimental.'' It means the 
language of passion or the heart, in opposition to 
the language of reflection and the head. 

The most frequent mistake that is made, seems 
to be that of the means for the end ; thus riches 
for happiness, and thus learning for sense. The 
former of these is hourly observable; and, as to 
the latter, methinks, this age affords freqaent and 
surprising instances. 
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It 18 with real concern, that I ohsenre many per- 
sons of true poetical genius endeavouring to quench 
their native fi^, that they may exhibit learning 
without a single spark of it : nor is it uncommon 
to see an author translate a book, when with half 
the pains he could write a better : but the transla- 
tion savour^ more of learning, and gives room for 
notes, which exhibit more. 

Learning, like money, may be of so base a coin, 
as to i>e utterly void of use ; or, if sterling, may re» 
quire good management, to make it serve the pur- 
poses of sense cfr'l^ppiness. 

When a noblem'fui has once conferred any great 
favour on his inferior, he ought thenceforth to con- 
sider, that his requests, his advice, and even his in- 
timations, become commands ; and to propose mat- 
ters with the utmost tenderness. The person whom 
he obliges has otherwise lost his freedom : 

<* Hac ego si compellar imagine, cuncta resigno : 
- JTec somnum plebis laudo satur altilium ; neo 
Otia divitiis Arabum Uberrima muto." 

The amiable and the severe, Mr. Burke's sublime 
and beautiful, by different proportions, are mixed 
in every character. Accordingly, as either is pre* 
dominant, men imprint the passions of love or fear. 
The best punch depends on a proper mixture of 
sugar and lemon. 
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There are many persons acquire to them'selves i 
character of insincerity, from what is in trnth mere 
inconstancy : and there are persons of warm, but 
changeable passions, perhaps the sincerest of any 
in the very instant they make profession, bat the 
very least to be depended on, through tfie short 
duration of all extremes. It has often puzzled me, 
on this account, to ascertain the character of lady 
Luxborough •,♦ yet whatever were her principles, I 
esteem lord Bolingbroke's to have been the same. 
She seemed in all respects the female lord Boling- 

broke. 

The principal, if not the only, difference betwixt 
honesty and honour, seems to lie in their different 
motives : the object of the latter being reputation ; 
and of the former, duty. 

It is the greatest comfort to the poor, whose 
ignorance often inclines them to an ill-grounded 
envy, that the rich must die as well tis themselves. 

The common people call wit, mirth, and fancy, 
folly ; fanciful and folliful, they use indiscriminate- 
ly. It seems to flow from hence, that they consider 
money as of more importance than the persons who 
possess it ; and that no conduct is wise, beside what 
has a tendency to enrich us. 

One should not destroy an insect, one should not 
quarrel with a dog, without a reason sufficient to 
vindicate one through all the courts of morality. 

• Sister to lord Bolingbroke : with her the author had 
enjoyed a Utciarj coTtesvK»^«M». 
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The trouble occasioned by want of a servant, is 
so milch less than the plague of a bad one, as it is 
less padnful to clean a pair of shoes than undergo 
an excess of anger. 

The fund of sensible discourse is limited ; that 
of jest and badinerie is infinite. In many companies 
then, where nothing Is to be learned, it were, per- 
haps, better to get upon the familiar footing : to 
gire and take in the way of raillery. 

When a wife or mistress li^es as in a jail, the 
person that confines her lives the life of a jailer. 

There seems some analogy betwixt a person's 
manner in every action of his life. 

Lady Luxborough's hand writing was, at the 
same time, delicate and masculine. Her features, 
her air, her understanding, her motions, and her 
sentiments, were the same. Mr. W * * ♦, in the 
same respects, delicate, but not masculine. Mr. 
G ♦ • * rather more delicate than masculine. Mr. 
J * * * rather more masculine than delicate. And 
this, in regard to the three last, extends to their 
drawing, versification, &c. &c. &c. 

Riches deserve the attention. of young persons 
rather than old ones ; though the practice is other- 
wise. 

To consume one's time and fortune at once, with- 
out pleasure, recompense, or figure, is like pouring 
forth one's spirits rather in phlebotomy than enjoy- 
ment. 

Parents ai*e generally partial to great vivacity io 
their children, and are apt to be more or less fond 
of them in proportion to it. Perhaps, there cannot 
be a symptom less expressive of future judgment 
imd solidity : it seems thorougblY lo y^c^jcXa^^.^ m^ 
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only depth of penetration, but also delicacy of senti- 
ment. Neither does it seem any way consistent 
with a sensibility of pleasure, notwithstanding all 
external appearances. It is a mere greyhound 
puppy in a warren, that runs at all truths, and at 
all sorts of pleasure ; but.does not allow itself time 
to be successful in securing any. It is a busy bee, 
whose whole time passes away in mere flight from 
flower to flower, without resting upon any a suffi- 
cient time to gather honey. 

The queen of Sweden declared, '^ She did not 
love men as men ; byt merely because they were 
not women." What a spirited piece of satire ! 

In mixed conversation, or amongst persons of no 
great knowledge, one indulges one's self in disconrse 
that is neither ingenious nor significant. Vafttd 
frivolous chit-chat serves to pass away the time: 
but corked up again in retirement, we recover oui 
wonted strength, spirit, and flavour. 

The making presents to a lady one addresses, ii 
like throwing armour into an enemy's camp, with i 
resolution to recover it. 

He that lies in bed all a ^mmer*s morning 
loses the chief pleasure of the day : he that g^ve 
up his youth to indolence, undergoes a loss of tb 
same kind. 

Spleen is often little else than obstructed -per 
spiration. 

The regard men externally profess for their so 
periors, is oftentimes rewarded — ^in the manner : 
deserves. 

Methinks, all men should meet with a respe 
due to as high a character as they can act beo 
mingly. 
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Qg characters are not always the modt 
ie ones. The mild radiance of an emerald 
> means less pleasing than the glare of a 

Ind suffers more by the conflict of contrary 
; than that of passion and reason i yet, per- 
le truest way to quench one passion is to 
p another. 

nt men' should lock up their motives, giving 
ir intimates a key. 

ountry esquire limits his ambition to a pre- 
« in the knowledge of horses ; that is, of 
lal that may convey him with credit, ease, 
ty, the little journeys he has to go. The | 

>her directs his ambition to some well- 
d science, which may, with the same ease, 
and safety, transport him through every i? 

' being ; so that he may not be overthrown L 

an, nor trailed insipidly along by apathy. ^ 

fweedle played a good fiddle ; but, nothing if. 

with the inconsiderable appellation of a 
dropped the practice, and is now no cha- T 

i;, 

)est time to frame an answer to the letters J 

;nd, is the moment you receive them : then ? 

mth of friendship, and the intelligence re- ^^ 

most forcibly cooperate. 

hilosophers and ancient sages, who declaim- 

ist the vanity of all external advantages, 

an equal degree to have countenanced and 

;ed the mental ones, or they would condemn 

n example. 

iority in wit is more frequently the cause 

f than superiority of judgmeut \ «&\fe&\Rx.- 
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son that wears an oruamental sword, is ever more 
vain than he that wears an useful one. 

The person who has a su{>eriority in wit is en- 
abled, by the means of it, to see his superiority : 
hence a deference expected, and offence taken upon 
the failure. Add to this, that wit, considered as 
fancy, renders all the passions more sensible ; the 
love of fame more remarkably so ; and you have 
some sort of reason for the revenge taken by wits 
* upon those who neglect them. 

In the quarrels of our friends, it is incumbent on 
us to take a part — in the quarrels of mere acquaiDt> 
ance, it is needless, and perhaps impertinent. 

When I have purchased aught by way of mere 
amusement, your reflection upon the cost not only 
intimates the bargain I have made to be a bad one, 
but tends to make it so. 

'' Had I the money those paintings cost," says 
Torper, " methinks'l would have discovered some 
better method of disposing of it.** " And in what 
would you have expended it ?** ** I would buy some 
fine horses." " But you have already what answer 
your purpose !" ** Yes, but I have a paiticular 
fancy for a fine horse.'* " And have not I, who 
bought these pictures, the same argument on my 
side ?** The truth is, he who extols his own amuse- 
ments, and condemns ^another person's, unless he 
does it as they bear relation to virtue or vice, 
will at all . times find himself at a loss for an argu- 
ment. 

People of real genius have strong passions ; peo- 
ple of strong passions have great partialities ; such 
as Mr. Pope for Lord Bolingbroke, &c. Persons of 
Blow parts have Vaug;v\\d )^«&%\owa) ^nd persons of 
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lid passions have little partiality : they neither 
nor hate, nor look, nor move, with the energy 
man of sense : the faults of the former should 
Uanced with their excellences ; and the blame- 
ess of the latter should be weighed with their 
nificancy. Happiness and virtue are, perhaps, 
rally dispensed with more equality than we are 
•e. " . 

£treme volatile and sprigl)tly tempers seem in- 
istent with any great enjoyment. There is too 
1 time wasted in the mere transition from one 
:t to another. No room for those deep impres- 
}, v^hich are made alone by the duration of 
lea, and are quite requisite to any strong sen- 
»n, either of pleasure or of pain. The bee to 
ct honey, or the spider to gather poison, must 
e some time upon the weed or flower. They 
3e fluids are mere sal volatile, seem rather 
rful than happy men. The temper above de- 
ted is of tenor the lot of wits, than of persons of 
t abilities. 

bere are no persons more solicitous about the 
ervation of rank, than those who have no rank 
1. Observe the humoui's of a country christen- 
and you will And no court in Christendom so 
monious as the quality of Brentford, 
ritics will sometimes prefer the faulty state of a 
position to the improved one, through mere 
ersencss: In like manner, some will extol a 
on's past conduct, to depreciate his present, 
se are some of the numerous shifts and machi- 
ons of envy. 

rees afford us the advantage of shade in summer, 
rell as fuel in winter •, aa t.\i<& «»x&ft^iX»ft. ^^^S^ai^^ 
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the fervour of intemperate passions^ in our youth, 
and eerres to comfort and keep ns warm amid the 
rigours of old age. 

The term indecision, in a man's character, im- 
I^ies an idea very niceiy different from that of irrer 
solution : yet it has a tendency to produce it ; and, 
nice that, has often iu original in excessive delicaey 
and refinement. 

Persons of proud yet abject spirits will despise 
you for those distresses, for which the generous 
mind will pity, and endeavour to befriend you ; a 
hint to whom only you should disclose, and from 
whom you should conceal them. Yet, perhaps, in 
general, it may be prudent to conceal them from 
persons of an opposite party. 

The sacrificing of our anger to our interest is 
oftentimes no more than the exchange of a p^nfiil 
passion for a pleasureable. 

There are not five in five hundred that pity, but, 
at the same time, also despise ; a reason that yon 
should be cautious to whom and where you com- 
plain. The farthest a prudent man should proceed, 
in general, is to laugh at some of his own foibles, 
when this may be a means of removing envy from 
the more important parts of his character. 

Effeminacy of appearance, and an excessive at- 
tention to the minuter parts of dress, is, I believe, 
properly, in the general run, esteemed a symptom 
of irresolution : but yet, instances are seen to 
abound in the French nation to the contrary : and 
in our own, that of lord Mark Kerr was an instance 
equal to a thousand. A snuff-box hinge, rendered 
invisible, was an object on which his happiness ap- 
peared to turn*, wVi\c\a,\vo^e«»ex»m\^ht be clouded 
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>7 a speck of dirt, or wounded by a hole in the heel 
rf his stoclcing. Yet this man's intrepidity was 
hown beyond all contradiction. What shall we 
ay then of Mr. Gray, of manners very delicate, yet 
ossessed of a poeticied vein fraught with the noblest 
nd sublimest images, and of a mind remarkably well 
tored with the more mascnline parts of learning ? 
lere, perhaps, we mast remsun in suspense — For 
bough taste does not imply manners, so neither 
loes it preclude them; or what hinders, that a 
nan should feel that same delicacy in regard to 
eal honour, which he doles in regard to dress ? 

If beneficence be not in a person's will, what im- 
orts it to mankind that it is ever so much in his 
•ower ? Ai)^ yet we see how much more regard is 
enerally paid to a worthless man of fortune, than 
the most benevolent beggar that ever uttered an 
aeffectual blessing. It is all agreeable to Mr. Burke's 
hesis, that the formidable idea of power affects 
lore deeply than the most beautiful image we can 
onceive of moral virtue. 

A person that is not merely stupid, is naturally 
nder the influence of the acute passions or the 
low. The principle of revenge is meant for' the 
ecurity of the individual ; and supposing a person 
as not courage to put it immediately into practice^ 
le commonly strives to make himself rema!;^able 
)r the perse veranq^ of his resentment. Both these 
ave the same motive to impress a dread upon oar - 
nemies of injuring us for the future : and though 
lie world be more inclined to fisvonr the rash than 
be phlegmatic enemy, it is hard to say which of 
lie two has given rise to more dismal consequences, 
lie reason of this partiality mwf \)e ^ftAns^tcoiA^ 

\2 
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the same original sis the preference that is given to 
downright impudence before hypocriny. To be 
chilled into an ill-placed esteem, or to be under- 
mined by concealed malignity, discovers a contempt 
for our understanding, and lessens the idea we en- 
tertain of ourselves. They hurt our pride more 
than open violence or undisguised impudence. 

lUng James the First, willing to invcdve the regal 
power in mystery, that, like natural objects, it 
might appear greater through the fog, declared it 
presumption for a subject to say, '^ what a king 
might do in the fulness of his power." This was 
absurd ; but it seems presumption in a man of the 
world to say what means a, man of genius ma; 
think instrumental to his happiness. W * * * used 
to say, it was presumption for him to make conjec- 
tures on the occasion. A person of refinement 
seems to have his pleasures distinct from the com- 
mon run of men : what the world calls important, 
is to him wholly frivolous; and what the world 
esteems frivolous, seems essential to his tranquil- 
lity. 

The apparatus of a funeral among the middle 
rank of people, and sometimes among the great, has 
one effect that is not frivolous : it, in some measure, 
dissipates and draws off the attention from the 
midn object of concern. Weaker minds find a sort 
of relief in being compelled to jjdve directions about 
the manner of interment ; an^iie great solemnity 
of the hearse, plumes, and escutcheons, though they 
add to the force of terror, diminish that of simple 
grief. 

There are some people whom you cannot regard, 
though they seem dett\row& \a Q>\i(i^ you \ nay, even 
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though they do you actual services. This is the 
case wherever their sentimeats are too widely dif- 
ferent from your own. Thus a person truly avari- 
ciojus can never make himself truly agreeable to one 
enamoured with the arts and sciences : a person 
of exquisite sensibility and tenderness, can never be 
truly pleased with another of no feelings, who ican 
see the most intimate of liis friends or kindred ex- 
pire, without any greater pain than if he beheld a 
pitcher broken. These, properly speaking, can be ssdd 
to feel nothing. but the point of a sword ; and one 
could more easily pardon them, if this apathy were 
the effect of philosophy, and not want of thought. 
But what I would inculcate is, with tempers thus 
different, one should never attempt any close con 
nexion : 

m 

*' Lupis et agnls quanta sortito obtigit. 
Tecum mihi discordia est." 

Yet it ufsLj be a point of prudence to show them 
civility, and allow a toleration to their various pro- 
pensities. To converse much with them would not 
only be painful, but tend to injure your own dispo- 
sition : and jto aim at obtaining their applanse, 
would only make your character inconsistent.* 

Therfe are some people who find a gloomy kind of 
pleasure in gk>nting, which could hardly be increased 
by the satisfactioa of having their wishes granted. 
This is, seemingly, a bad character, and yet often 
connected with a sense of honour, of conscious 
merit, with warm gratitude, great sincerity, and 
many other valuable qualities. 

There is a degree of understanding in women, 
iTith which one not only ought lo b^ c(>\xX^\i\.^^C*^'^ 
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ised. One would not, in them, re- 
Lhomable abyss. 

onseqncnce of gratifying our passions, 
ijects of an indifferent nature, is, that 
to proceed with greater violence to* 
d other objects ; and so ad infinitam. 
pocket, an elegant etui ; and gold to 
in of wishing, and partake the plea- 
lent. I would part with the purchase- 
ich 1 have less regard ; but the grati- 
s wish would generate fifty others, 
ruinous. See Epictetus ; who, there- 
) resist the first. 

agrceableness are, I fear, too often 
It is, externals affect and captivate 
^re internal worth is wanting to en- 
:h one's reason : a most perplexing 

and no where more remarkable, than 
a wise man totally enslaved by the 
rson he despises. ^ 

whether increasing years do not cause 
fewer people, and to bear with more, 
ther friendship for the sex does not 
the sensual appetite ; and idee ^-ersd. 
ever knew an instance of great quick* 
eing joined with great solidity. The 
ers are seldom or never deep. ^ 
ce a rake, and to glory in the charac- 
at the same time a bad disposition 
e. 

persons who slide insensibly into a 
[diction. Their first endeavour, upon 

asserted, . is to discover wherein 
asibly disputed. Thls^ they imagine, 
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gives an air of great sagacity ; and if they can mingle 
a jest with conti'adictioti, they think they display 
great saperiority. One should be cautious against 
the adFatices of this kind of propensity, which 
loses us friends, in a matter generally of no conse- 
quence. 

The solicitude of peers to preserve or to exalt 
their rank, is esteemed no other than a manly anit 
becoming ambition : the care of commoners, on 
the same subject, is deemed either rauity, fbrmadity, 
or pride. 

An income for life only seems the best calcuFated 
for the circumstances and situation of mortal man : 
the farther property in an estate increases the diffi- 
culty of disengaging our affections ffom this world, 
and of thinking In the manner we ought to think 
of a system from which we must be entirely se* 
parated : 

" I trust that sinking fund, my ]ife,**—Pope. ' 

Sarprise quickens enjoyment, and expectation 
banishes surprise ; this is the simple reason, why 
few pleasures, that have engrossed our attention 
previously, ever answer our ideas of them. Add to 
this, that imagination is a great magnifier, and 
causes the hopes we conceive to growi too large for' 
their object. Thus expectation does not only de- 
stroy the advantage of surprise, and so flattens plea- 
sure.; but makes up hope for an imaginary additian^ 
which gives the pain of disappointnaeut. 
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XXXI. ON RELIGION. 

Perhaps, we should not pray to God " to keep us 
steadfast in any fsuth ;" bat conditionally, that it be 
a right one. 

When a tree is falling, I have seen the labourers, 
by a tri\nal jerk with a rope, throw it upon the spot 
where they would wish it should lie. Dinues, un- 
derstanding this text too literally, -pretend, by a 
little interposition in the article of death, to re- 
gulate a person's everlasting happiness. I fEUiey, 
the allusion will hardly countenance their presump- 
tion. 

When misfortunes happen to such as dissent from 
us in matters of religion, we call them judgments ; 
when to those of our own sect, we call them trials ; 
when to persons neither way distinguished, we are 
content to impute them to the settled course of 
things. 

In regard to church music, if a man cannot be 
said to be merry or good humoured when he is 
tickled till he laughs, why should he be esteemed 
devout or pious when he is tweedled into zeal by 
the drone pipe of an organ ? In answer to this, it 
may be said, t4iat if-suoh an elevation of the spints 
be not meritorious, be not devotion, yet it is attend- 
ed with good consequences ; as it leaves a good im- 
pression upon the mind, favourable to virtue and a 
religious life. 

The rich man, adjoining to his country-seat, 
erects a chapel, as he pretends, to God Almighty, 
but in truth to his own vain-glory ; and furnishes it 
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with luxurious conyeDiences for prayers that will 
be qever said. The poor man kneels by his bedside, 
and goes to heaven before him. 

I should think, a clergyman might distinguish 
himself by composing a set of sermons upon the 
ordinary virtues extolled in** classic writers, intro- 
duciug the ornamental flourishes of Horace, Juve- 
nal, &c. 

1. Against family pride, might be taken from. 
Juvenal's " Stemmata quid faciunt,*' Horace's 
" Non quia Maecenas," and Marius's speech in 
Sallust. The text, " Is not this Joseph the carpen- 
ter's son ?*•• 

2. A sermon upon the advantages of competency, 
contentment, and rural life, might be abundantly 
embellished from the classics, and would be both 
grateful and serviceable to the common people ; as 
the chief passion from which they suffer, is envy, I 
believe, misplaced. 

3. Another might be calculated for each season 
of the year ; illustrating the wisdom, the power, 
and the benevolence of Providence. How idle to 
forego such fair and peaceable subjects, for the sake 
of widening the breach betwixt grace and works, 
predestination and election ; solving the revelations ; 
or ascertaining the precise nature of Urim and 
Thunmim I 

It is a common argument amongst divines, in the 
behalf of a religious life, that a contrary behaviour 
has such consequences when we come to die. It is 
indeed true ; but seems an argument of a subordinate 
kind : the article of death is more frequently of * 
short duration. Is it not a stronger persuasive, 
that virtue makes us happy daiW, ^yA x^ickos^s^ ^^ 
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fear of death from our lives antecedently, than that 
it smoothes the pUlOW of oar death-bed ? 

It is a question whether the remaining snpersti- 
tions among the vulgar of the English nation ought 
wholly to be removed : the notion of a ghost^s ap- 
pearance for the discovery of murder, or any flagrant 
act of injusUce ; " that what is got over the devil's 
back will be spent under his belly ; " ^' that cards 
are the devil's boolcs," &c. 

If there be numbers of people that murder and 
devour their spedes ; 'that have contradictory no- 
tions of beauty ; that have deemed it meritorious 
to offer up human sacrifices ; to leave their parents 
in deserts of wild beasts ; to expose their ofispring 
as soon as bom, &c. &c. there should seem to be 
no universal moral sense, and of consequence, 
none. 

Iris not now, " We have seen his star in the 
east," but *' We have seen the star on his breast, 
and are come to worship him." 

It is ssdd, I believe justly enough, that crimes ap- 
pear less heinous to a person that is about commit- 
ting them, than to his conscience afterwards. Is 
then the crime to be imputed to him in the degree 
he foresaw it, or in that he reflects upon it ? per- 
haps the one and the other may incline towards an 
extreme. 

The word " Religio" amongst the Romans, and 
the word " Church" among the Christians, seem 
to have more interpretations than almost any other. 
•* Mains procidit, ek religione moti." — Livy, p. 1 150, 
vol. ii. — ^here religion seems to mean prodigy " Si 
qtHs tale sacrum sollenne duceret, ne se sine reli- 
gidoe et piacnlo id omilifet^ v^%^,"— VSn^, 1157. 
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re It seemingly means impiety; '' jj^iaculum " 
sach an offence as required expiatory sacri- 

" Tantum religio potuit suadere malorum.** 

it means superstition, as it does often in Lu- 
is. 

e pope's wanton excommunications, his eapri- 
pardon of sins, his enormous indulgences, 
>ther particulars of like nature, show that 
iver religions may practise cruelty, it is pe- 
ly the church that makes a jest of God Al- 
ly. 

3 word Church has these different senses : 
A set of people ordained to assist at divine 

The members of a certain religious profession, 
ling clergy and laity. 

A large piece of building, dedicated to the 
:e of God, and furnished with proper con- 
Dces for those who meet to worship him. 
A body of people, who too frequently harass 
nfest the laity according to law, ^nd who con- 
heir real names under that of a spiritual court.' 
w readily have all nations been, after having 
cd a proper proportion of laud and praise to 
own abilities, to attribute their success in 
o the peculiar favour of a just Providence ! 
ips, this construction, as it is often applied, 
8 more of presumption than gratitude. In the 
»lace, such is the partiality of the human heart, 
perhaps, two hostile nations may alike rely 
the justice of their cause ; and which of the 
las the better claim to it, \iOT«\wX.^\wv^^^iw^ 
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can itself discover : in the next, it should be ob- 
senred, that success by no means demonstrates 
justice : again, we must not wholly forget to con- 
sider, that success may be no more than a means of 
destruction : and, lastly, supposing success to be 
really and absolutely good, do we find that indi- 
▼idaals are always favoured with it in proportion to 
their desert ; and if not individuals, why must we 
then suppose it to be the uniform recompense of 
society ? 

It is often given as a reason, why it is incumbeDt 
on God Almighty's justice to punish or reward 
societies in this world, because, hereafter, they can- 
not be puuished or rewarded, on account of tbdr . 
desolation. It is, indeed, true, that human ven- 
geance must act frequently in the gross ; and when- 
ever a government declares war against a foreign 
society, or finds it needful to chastise any part of 
its own, must, of necessity, involve some innocent 
individuals with the guilty : but it does not appear 
so evident, that an omniscient and omnipotent 
Being, who knows the secrets of all hearts, and is 
able to make a distinction in his punishments, will 
judge hi.M unhappy creatures by these indiscrimiuate 
and imperfect laws. 

Societies, then, are to be considered as the casual 
or arbitrary assortments of human institution. To 
suppose that God Almighty will, by means of pu- 
nishments, often called judgments, destroy them 
promiscuously, is to suppose that he will regulate 
his government according to the cabals of human 
wisdom : I mean to be understood here, with re- 
gard to what are called judgments, or, in other 
ivords, pieteiiialut«l\ux^x>^%\\.\iav!k& oC Providence. 
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In a natural way, the constitution of the universe 
requires, that the good must often suffer with the 
had part of society : hut, in regard to judgments 
upon whole hodies (which we have days appointed 
to deprecate) , let us introduce a case, whicl^ may 
sen'e to illustrate the improhahility. 

Societies, I suppose, then, are not divine, hut 
human bundles. 

- Imagine a man to mix a large quantity of sand 
and gunpowder ; then parcel out the composition 
into different heaps, and apply fire to them se- 
parately : the fire, it is very obvious, would take no 
notice of the bundles ; would by no means consume, , 
here and there, a bundle in the gross, but would 
affect that part of every portion that was com- 
bustible. 

It may speciously enough be said, what greater 
injustice is it to punish a society promiscuously, than 
to involve an innocent son in the punishment due 
to a sinful father ? To this I answer, the natural 
system (which, ye need not doubt, upon the wliole, 
is right) occasions both the good and bad to suffer 
many times indiscriminately: but they go much 
farther — they say, God, as it were, interferes, in 
opposition to the settled course of tilings, to punish 
and include societies in~ one promiscuous vengeance. 
Were he to inflict extraordinary punishments di- 
stinct from those wh'ich sin entails upon us, he 
surely would not regulate them by mere human as- 
sortments, but would make the juster dietinctioD of 
good and evil individuals. ■ 

Neither do I see why it is so necessary, that so- 
cieties, either here or hereafter, should be punished 
as Mocieties. <> The soul t|iat siuueib.^ V\. t?GA&.^0^^ 
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How happy may a lord bishop, render a 
at the hour of death, by bestowing on him h 
ing, and giving him assurance of salvation 
the same with regard to religious opinion 
neral ; they may be confirmed and establi 
their hearts' content, because they assent ic 
to the opinions of men, who, they think, 
know. A person of distinguished parts an 
ing has no such advantages ; friendless, w 
solitary, and, through his very situation, it 
of much assistance : if the rustic's tenor o 
vionr approach nearer to the brutes, he also 
to approach nearer to their happiness. 

You pray fof happiness — consider the s 
or disposition of your mind at the time, 
will find it naturally tends to produce it. 

In travelling, one contrives to allow day-1 
the worst part of the road ; but in life, Yu 
is it, that every uuljappiness seems united 
the close of our journey ! pain, fatigue, ai 
of spirits ; when spirits are more immedia 
cessary to our support ! of which, nothing ( 
ply the place beside religion and philosop 
then, the foundation must be laid in mc 
and inquiry! at an unmolested season, w 
faculties ^ ai'e strong and vigorous.; or the 
Mfill most probably thrown down the sap 
ture. 

How is a man said to be guilty of iucn 
Are there not sizes of understandings ads 
the different sorts, and, as it were, sizes 
rations ? 

Conscience is adscititious ; I mean, in 
by conviction, which may be well or ill gn 
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therefore no certain test of truth, but, at most 
times, a very faithful and a very prudent admonltor. 

The attraction of bodies and social affection of 
minds, seem, in many respects, analogous. 

Attractions of either kind are less perspicuous, 
and less perceptible, through a variety of counter- 
attractions that diminish their effect. Were two 
persons to meet in Ispahan, though quite strangers 
to each other here, would they not go near to feel 
a kind of friendship, on the single score of their 
being Englishmen ? would they not pass a cheerful 
evening together over rice and sherbet? In like 
manner, suppose two or three contemporaries only, 
to meet on the surface of the globe, amid myriads 
of persons of all other ages whatsoever, would they 
not discover a mutual tenderness, even though they 
had been enemies when living ? What, then, re- 
mains, but that we revive the memory of such 
relations now, in order to quicken our benevolence ? 
that we are all countrymen, is k consideration that 
is more commonly inculcated, and limits our be- 
nevolence to a smaller number also. That we are 
contemporaries, and persons whom future history 
shall unite, who, great part of us, however imper- 
ceptibly, receive and confer' reciprocal benefits: 
this, with every other circumstance that tends to 
heighten our philanthropy, should be brought to 
mind as much as possible, during our abode upon 
earth : hereafter, it may be just and requisite to 
comprehend all ages of mankind. 

The best notion we can conceive of God, may be, 
that he is to the creation, what the soul is to the 
body : 

" Deui est quodcumque vides, ulncumque moTeris." 



verv wocifitft ace ^vorio. and aiL wtmee wfjco aie 
wooden} 

Prater is oflc vaesi 'Jt mmmu, iir tSoii a «iiub« 
ideat ; OAC ti> move cnnisatKaaiLr air G«:il is vriM»t 
pa9»oa# : mc to iho^v oar cadzaue. i^r (^?it camn 
oar bearri. 3I» cix a aiin. raac hdcr irrce iMCiaBS, 
be a piOTH ouo, cIkme!! he be sjblz ? 

" To hoHMonz God, b to cmoeive rraftn soci^as <rf 
\am^ saen Mae aocioit tlut I fuTc inrzoc 

I kaoir DI9C iwir Mr. P'TpeV adaertua l« cooastert 
with the scheme of a parsicalar Proviiieairs : 



tbc \tmag?tty 



Acta not bf pntial, but br gcoKial law^" 

flliat one mdcrstamli br a ccncnl Pimi i fcte , 
14 that attentioo of the Almichtr to the works of 
his creation, bj which ther pome their orieival 
cooraCy withoat dcriatinc into such ecce n t r i c mo- 
tioDS as most immediately tend to the destmctioB 
of it. lliu a philosopher is enabled to foreldl 
eclipses with precision ; and a stone thrown npwani 
drops nniformljr to the ground : thus an Infory 
awsikes resentment, and good oflices endear to ns 
oar benefactor : and it seems no nnwofthr idea of 
Omnipotence, perhaps, to suppose he at first con- 
ftitnted a system, that stood in no need' either of 
his counteracting or suspending the first laws of 
motion. 

But, after all, the mind remains; and can we 
show it to be either impossible or improbable, 
that God directs the will ? Now whether the Di- 
vine Being occasions a ruin to fall miraculously, 
or in direct opposition to the ordinary laws of 
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nature, upon the head of Chartres; or whether he 
iucliues Chartres to go near a wall whose centre 
of gravity is unsupported, makes no material dif. 
fercnce. 



XXXII. oil TASTE. 



I BELIEVE that, generally speaking, persons emi- 
nent in one branch of taste, Iiave the principles of 
the rest ; and to try this, I have often solicited a 
stranger to hum a tuue, and have seldom fuled of 
success : this, however, does not extend to talents 
beyond the sphere of taste ; and Handel was evi- 
dently wrong, when he fancied himself born to 
command a troop of horse. 

Mankind, in general, may be divided into persons 

of understanding and persons of genius ; each of 

which all admit of many subordinate degrees. By 

persons of understanding, I mean persons of sound 

judgment, formed for mathematical deductions and 

dear argumentation ; by persons of genius, I would 

characterize those in whom true and genuine fancy 

predominates ; and this, whether assisted or not by 

tiltivation. 

I have thought that genius and judgment may, in 

>me respects, be represented by a liquid and a 

lid ; the former is, generally speaking, remark- 

le for its sensibility, but then loses its im- 

!Ssion soon; the latter is less susceptible of 

iression, but retains it longer. 

>ividing the world into a hundred parts, I am 



192 shenstone's essays. 

apt to believe the calculation might be tiaui 
juBted : 

Pedants 15 

Persons of common sense 40 

Wits 15 

Fools 15 

Persons of a wild uncultivated taste . . 10 
Persons of original taste, improved by art 5 

There is hardly any thing so uncommon, as 
true native taste improved by education. 

The object of taste is corporeal beauty; ic 
though there is manifestly a to wptwov, a " pa 
chrum," an " honestum," and " decorum," i 
moral actions ; and although a man of taste tbi 
is not virtuous commits a greater violence upo 
his sentiments than any other person ; yet, in tt 
ordinary course of speaking, a person is not termc 
a man of taste, merely because he is a man < 
virtue. 

All beauty may be divided into absolute and n 
lative, and what is compounded of both. 

It is not uncommon to hear a modem QuizxM 
insist upon the superiority of^his idol or Dulcinei 
and, not content to pay his own tribute of adi 
ration, demand that of others in favour of her ai 
complishments. Those of grave and sober sens* 
cannot avoid wondering at a difference of opinion 
which are, in truth, supported by no criterio 
Every one, therefore, ought to fix sonie measiii 
of beauty, before he grows eloquent upon tl 
subject. 

Every thing seems to derive its prelensions 
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beauty, on account of its colour, smoothness, ra- 
riety, uniformity, partial resemblance to something 
else, proportion, or suitableness to the end pro- 
posed, some connexion of ideas, or a mixture of all 
these. 

As to the beauty of colours, their present effect 
seems in proportion to their impulse ; and scarlet, 
were it not for habit, would affect an Indian before 
all other colours. 

Resemblances wrought by art; pictures, bustofl, 
statues, please. 

Columns, proportioned to their incumbent weight ; 
but herein, we suppose, homogeneous materials; 
it is otherwise, in case we know that a column is 
made of iron. 

Habit, herein, seems to have an influence to 
which we can affix no bounds. Suppose the gene* 
rality of mankind formed with a mouth from ear to 
ear, and that it were requisite in point of respi- 
ration, would not the present make of mouths 
have subjected a man to the name of Bocha Chica ? 
It is probable, that a clown would require more 
colour in his Chloe*s face, than a courtier. 

We may see daily the strange effects of habit in 
respect of fashion : to what colours or proportions 
does it not i<econcile us ! 

Conceit is false taste, and very widely different 
fh>m no taste at all. 

Beauty of person should, perhaps, be estimated' 
according to the proportion it bears to such a make' 
and features as are most likely to produce the love 
of the opposite sex : the look of dignity, the look 
of wisdom, the look of delicacy and nd^nement, 
seem, in some measuie, foreign : perlia^^ iVa «9^ 

K 
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pearance of sensibiUty may be one logredieut, and 
that .of health, another : at least, a cadaverous 
countenaoce is the most disgusting in the world. 

I know not, if one reason of the different opi* 
nions concerning beauty, be not owing to self-love. 
People are. apt to form some criterion from their 
own persons or possessions : a tall person approves 
the look of a folio or octavo : a square thick-set 
man is more delighted with a quarto : this instance, 
at least, may serve to explain what I intend. 

I believe, it sometimes happens, that a person 
may have what the artists call an ear and an eye, 
without taste : for instance, a man may, some- 
times, have a quickness in distinguishing the si- 
militude or difference of lines and sounds, without 
any skill to give the proper preference betwixt the 
combinations of them. 

Taste produces different effects upon different 
complexions : it consists, as I have often observed, 
in the appetite and the discernment ; then most 
properly so called, when they are united in equal 
proportions. 

Where the discernment is predominant, a person 
is pleased with fewer objects, and requires perfec- 
tion in what he sees : where the appetite prevuls^ 
he is so much attached to beauty, that he feels a 
gratification in every degree in which it is mani- 
fested. I frankly own myself to be of this latter 
class : I love painting and statuary so well, as to be 
not uudelighted with moderate performances. 

The reason people vary in their opinions of a 
portr^t, I mean with regard to the resemblance it 
bears to the original, seems no other than that they 
lay stress on different features in the original, and 
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this different stress is owing to different com- 
plexions of mind. 

People, of little or no taste, commend a person 
for its corpulency : I cannot see, why an excres- 
cence of belly, cheek, or chin, should be deemed 
more beautiful than a wen on any other part of the 
body : through a connexion of ideas, it may form 
the beauty of a pig or an ox. 

There seems a pretty exact analogy between ihe 
objects and the senses ; some tunes, some tastes^ 
some visible objects, please at first, and that only; 
others only by degrees, and then long — (Raspberry 
Jelly — Green Tea — ^AUey Croaker — Air in Ariadne 
—a Baron's Robe-^and a Bishop's Lawn :)■ perhaps, 
some of these instances may be ill enough chosen, 
but the thing is true. 

Tunes, with words, please me the more in pro- 
portion as they approach nearer to the naturtd 
accent of the words to which they are assigned. 
Scotch tunes often end high : their language dbes 
{he same. 

To how very great a degree the appearance of 
health alone is beauty, I am not able to determine; 
1 presume, the most regular and well-proportioned 
form of iim1[>s and features, is, at the same time, 
the most healthful one ; the fittest to perform the 
functions and operations of the body : if so, a per- 
fectly healthful form is a perfectly beautiful form — 
health is beauty, and the most perfect health is the 
most perfect beauty. To have recourse to ex- 
perience: the most sickly and cadaverous coun- 
tenance is the least provocative to love, or, rather 
the most inconsistent with it : a florid look, to ap- 
pear beautiful, must be the bloom of KeSBk\i>«»A. 
not the glow of a fever. 



crer tute prer^la, * want of prndei 
niter duregard to laoaej. 

Taale (ur ajusc relish of bennty) seen 
galib m Iroai ihe brnte creaiion, u nn 
led, or reuon. We do not Gnd that 
taj •eDSBtion of thii lort : a bull is go) 
love of Kx in geiieral, wicbonc the le 
aace of any diatioctiou In favonr of tlie 
tifal indiridual. Accordingly, men den 
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It Is Dot Cbn> where there is a t«ste 
•Ulier accurate or erroneODS. Tlie pen) 
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rion ; and the perwia of bad taste require 
which he Bulwtitulea in the place of bea 
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ture, they are apt enough to allow au uureasonable 
advantage to the former: od the other hand^ a 
more phlegmatic character may, ynth no greater 
self-denial, allow the future fairer play. But let 
.us wave the merely sensual indulgences ; and let us 
consider the man of taste in regard to points of 
meum and tuum ; in regard to the virtues of for- 
giveness ; in regard to charity, compassion, muni- 
ficence, and magnanimity; and we cannot fail to 
vote his taste the glorious triumph which it de- 
serves. 

There is a kind of counter-taste, founded on sur- 
prise and curiosity, which maintains a sort of rival 
ship with the true, and may be expressed by the 
name Concetto. Such is the fondness of some 
persons for a knife.haft made from the royal oak, 
or a tobacco-stopper from a mulberry-tree of Shak- 
speare's own planting : it gratifies an empty curio- 
sity. Such is the casual resemblance of Apollo and 
the nine Muses in a piece of agate, a dog express- 
ed in feathers, or a woodcock in mohair: they 
serve to give surprise. But a just fancy will no 
more esteem a picture because it proves to be pro- 
duced by shells, than a writer would prefer a pen 
because a person made it with his toes. In all such 
cases, difficulty should not be allowed to give a 
casting weight, nor a needle be considered as a 
painter's instrument, when he is so much better 
furnished with a pencil. 

Perhaps no print, or even punting, is capable of 
producing a figure answeraUe to the idea which 
poetry or history has given us of great men; a 
Cicero, for instance, a Hbmer, a Cato, or au Alex- 
ander. The same, perhaps, is trae ot tJbA. ^bwol- 
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dear of some ancient buildings : and the reason is, 
that the effectH of a pencil are distinct and limited, 
whereas the descriptions of the pen leare the ima- 
gination room to expatiate; and Burke has made it 
extremely obvious, that indistinctness of outline ifl 
one source of the sublime, 

What an absurdity is it, in framing even prints, 
to suffer a margin of white paper to appear beyond 
the ground, destroying half the relievo the lighti 
are intended to proiduce ! Frames ought to contrast 
with paintings, or to appear as distinct as possible; 
for which reason, frames of wood inlaid, or other- 
wise variegated with colours, are less suitable than 
gilt ones, which, exhibiting an appearance of 
metal, afford the best contrast with colouh 

The peculiar expression in some portraits is 
owing to the greater or less manifestation of the 
soul in some of the features. 
^ There is, perhaps, a sublime, and a beantifol, in 
the very make of a face, exclusive of any particular 
expression of the soul ; or, at least, not expressive 
of any other than a tame dispassionate one. We 
see often what the world calls regular features, and 
a good complenon, almost totally unanimated by 
any discovery of the temper or understanding. 
Whenever the regularity of feature, beauty of com- 
plexion, the strong expression of sagacity and gene- 
rosity, concur in one face, the features are irre- 
sistible. But even here it is to be observed, that a 
sympathy has a prodigious bias: thus, a pensive 
sort of beauty, with regular features and com- 
plexion, will have the preference with a spectator 
of the pensive cast ; and so of the rest. 
The soul appears to m% \o d^Acn^t herself most 
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iu the mouth and eyes 5 with this difference^ that 
the mouth seems the more expressive of the temper, 
and the eye of the understanding. 

Is a portrait, supposing it as like as can be to the 
person for whom it is drawn, a mo|;e or less beau- 
tiful object than the original face ? I should think, 
a perfect face must be much more pleasing than 
any representation of it, and a set of ugly features 
much more ugly than the most exact resemblance 
that can be drawn of them. Painting can do much 
by means of shades, but not equal the force of 
real relievo ; on which account, it may be the ad- 
vantage of bad features to Jiave their effect dimi- 
nished, but, surely, never can be the interest of good 
>ones. 

Softness of manner seems to be in painting, what 
smoothness of syllables is in language, affecting the 
sense of sight or hearing, previous to any corre- 
spondent passion. 

The ** Theory of Agreeable Sensations" founds 
them upon the greatest activity or exercise an object 
occasions to the senses, without proceeding to fa- 
tigue. Violent conti*asts are upon the footing of 
roughness or inequality : harmony or similitude, on 
the other hand,^re somewhat congenial to smooth- 
ness. In other words, these two recommend them- 
selves ; the one to our love of action, the other to 
our love of rest : a medium, therefore, may be most 
agreeable to the generality. 

A harmony in colours seems as requisite, as a 
variety of lines seems necessary to the pleasure we 
expect from outward forms: the lines, indeed, 
should be well varied ; but yet the opposite sides 
of any thing should show a balance, or asL v^fi^^iwt- 
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agendaiAy" is the least applicable, of any character, 
to a mere antiquarian, who, instead of endeavour- 
ing to improve or to excel, contents himself, per- 
haps, with discovering the very name of a first 
inventor, or with tracing back an art that .is flou- 
rishing, to the very first source of its original <te- 
formity. 

[ have heard it claimed by adepts in music, that 
the pleasure it imparts to a natural ear, which owes 
little or nothing to cultivation, is by no means to be 
compared to what they feel themselves from the' 
most perfect composition. The state of the question 
may be best explained by a recourse to objects that 
are analogous. Is a country fellow less struck with 
beauty, than a philosopher or an -anatomist, who 
knows how that beauty is produced ? Surely, no. 
On the other hand, an attention to the effect — ^they 
may, indeed, feel a pleasure of another sort — the 
fEtculty of reason may obtain some kind of balance, 
for what the more sensible faculty of the imagina- 
tion loses. 

I am much inclined to suppose our ideas of 
beauty depend greatly upon habit : what [ mean is, 
upon the familiarity with objects which we happen 
to have seen since we came into the world. Our 
taste for uniformity, from what we have observed 
in the individual parts of nature, a man, a tree, a 
beast, a bird, or insect, &c.— our taste for regu- 
larity from what is within our power to observe in 
the several perfections of the whole system. 

A landscape, for instance, is always irregular, 
and to use regularity in painting or gardening, 
would make our work unnatural and disagreeable : 
thus we allow beanty to the diffiarent^ wiil ib&sM^ 
opposite proportions of aU «n\iM^ ^ 
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There is, I think, a beauty in some forms, inde' 
pendent of any nse to which they can be applied. 
I know not whether this may not be resolved into 
smoothness of surface, with variety to a certain, 
degree, that is comprehensible without much diffi- 
culty. 

As to the dignity of colours, quere, whether those' 
that affect the eye most forcibly, for instance, scar- 
let, may not claim the first place, allowing their 
beauty to cloy soonest ; and other colours, the next, 
according to their impulse, allowing them to pro- 
duce a more durable pleasure ? ( 

tt may be convenient to divide beauty into the 
absolute and relative. Absolute is that above-men- 
tioned ; relative is that by which an object pleases, 
through the relation it bears to some other. 

Our taste of beauty is, perhaps, compounded of 
all the ideas that have entered the imagination from 
our birth. This seems to occasion the different 
opinions that prevail concerning it. For instance, 
a foreign eye esteems those features and dresses 
handsome, which we think deformed. 

Is it not then likely that those who have seen 
most objects throughout the universe, " cseteris 
paribus," will be the most impartial judges; be- 
cause they will judge truest of the general pro- 
portion which was intended by the Creator, and is 
best. 

The beauty of most objects is partly of the abso- 
lute and .partly of the relative kind. A Corinthian 
pillar has some beauty dependent on its variety and 
smoothness, which I would call absolute; it ha9 
also a relative beauty, dependent on its taperuess 
and foliage, which, authors say, was first copied 
from the leaves of plants, and the shape of a tree. 
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Uniformity .should, perhaps, be added as another 
source of absolute beauty (when it appears in one 
Single object.) I do not know 4iny other reasoli, 
but that it renders the whole more easily compre- 
hended. It seems that nature herself considers it 
as beauty, as the external parts of the human frame 
are made uniform to please the sight; which is , 
rarely the case of the internal, that are not seen. 

Hutchinson determines absolute beauty to de- 
pend on this and on variety, and says it is in a com- 
pound ratio of both. Thus an octagon excels a 
square, and a square a figure of unequal sides; 
but carry variety to an extreme, and it loses its 
effect. For instance, multiply the number of an- ' 
gles, till the mind loses the uniformity of parts, and 
the figure is less pleasing; or, as it approaches 
nearer to a round, it may be said to be robbed of 
its variety. 

But, amidst all these eulogiums of variety, it is 
proper to observe, that novelty sometimes requires 
a little abatement: I mean, that some degree of 
familiarity introduces a discovery of relative beauty^ 
more than adequate to the bloom of novelty : this 
is, now and then, obvious in the features of a face, 
the air of some tunes, and the flavour of some 
dishes. In short, it requires some familiarity to be- 
come acquainted with the relation that parts bear 
unto the whole, or one object to another. 

Variety, in the same object, where the beauty 
does not depend on imitation (which is the case in 
foliage, bustos, basso-relievos, painting), requires 
uniformity. For instance, an dctagon is much more 
beautiful than a figure of unequal sides^ which is at 
once various and disagreeable. 
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